




















NARRATIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT  

Describe what occurred in chronological order, including circumstances leading to and nature of accident/incident. Describe terrain and include wreckage 

distribution sketch if pertinent. Attach extra sheets if needed. State departure time and location, services obtained, and intended destination. Provide as much 

detail as possible. 

N272HM, piloted by me,  the only soul on board, took off from KSNA to KPSP on 
December 23, 2025, at 02:40PM PST on an IFR flight plan.   

Prior to takeoff, the plane was fueled to top off capacity (92 gallons) and was parked in a 
single location at ACI Jet South (arrived at 09:57AM PST on December 23, 2025, from 
KPSP).   Prior to taking off, I conducted a complete preflight safety check of the plane 
including, sumping the fuel, checking the oil, testing the lights and the stall system and 
completing a plane walk around.  After starting the engine, and setting it for engine 
warmup, the latest weather was documented as VFR Conditions: METAR KSNA 232201Z 

14005KT 10SM FEW002 FEW019 OVC065 16/12 A2995 RMK AO2 VIRGA OHD 

T01610122. 
and the IFR clearance was obtained (on Clearance Frequency) which was as follows: 

C: KPSP 

R:  Left turn, heading 175°, DANAH V363 WOKRO V64 TRM, then DIRECT  

A: Initial 5000, expect 11,000 10 minutes after departure 

F: 128.1 

T: 4645 

I completed all the required Check Lists. After finishing setting up all the necessary data in 
the G1000 (Barro, Heading, Initial Altitude, Squawk Code, Frequencies and Flight Plane), 
taxi clearance was requested (from Ground) and granted with an initial location of the mid-
field runup area.  I completed the Taxi Check List. Upon reaching the runup area and setting 
the parking brake, the following systems were checked: GPS system (including computing 
the RAIM), the ANT system, and ensuring all software loaded properly.  A full runup was 
then completed and validated by the Check List. The autopilot was preloaded as follows: 
TO/GA button pressed, Heading Mode pressed, IAS set to 120 Knots.  I requested a taxi to a 
runway and was granted a taxi clearance via Alpha, Hotel, Charlie, Kilo to RWY 20L.    

Upon reaching RWY 20L, Tower was contacted, and almost immediately, I was cleared for 
take-off with the instruction to fly heading 175°.  I hand flew the take-off and upon reaching 
approximately 600’ above the ground the flaps were retracted.  Autopilot was then 
engaged.  Soon thereafter, Tower instructed to switch to the SoCal Departure Frequency, I 
checked in with Departure and was acknowledged by Departure with radar contact.  I 



continued to climb on autopilot at 120 knots on a 175° heading toward an altitude of 5000’.  
I completed the Climb Checklist.  

The next series of events, instructed by Departure, included several vector heading 
changes and clearance to 7000’ which put me in IMC conditions. At this point N272HM, 
was set to Cruise settings including power at approximately 80% with manifold pressure at 
30.5 inHg and mixture set to the turquoise line.  I then did the Cruise Checklist.  I was 
starting to become concerned about my position relative to the terrain because of the 
number of vector heading clearances.  I checked the altitudes on Foreflight on my iPad and 
then requested a higher altitude from Departure but did not get a response.    

Sometime later, Departure issued a clearance, but it was a bit hard to hear them. They 
instructed me to join the V64 which confused me since I anticipated joining the V363. I 
queried this, and they said the V363 was behind me.  I was confused and this is the point 
where I made my first error; the clearance was to fly a heading of 090° to join V64.  I 
misunderstood and instead I programmed the plane to fly direct to the first waypoint on 
V64 (WOKRO) and selected the NAV mode.  I was then handed off to LA Center.   

On my initial contact with Center, I let them know that I was flying direct to WOKRO to join 
the V64 and my altitude was 7000’.  Their response was that I needed to turn immediately 
and that I was too close to the mountains.  I sensed panic in the voice of the controller, and 
I disconnected the autopilot to manually turn away from the terrain. The plane pitched 
down, and my workload increased as I attempted to readjust the pitch. At this time stage I 
was IFR and could not see the terrain below. Between the anxiety in the voice of the traffic 
controller, my concern about the terrain, my difficulty in controlling the pitch, and since I 
was below the 140 knots limit, I decided to pull CAPS. I let Center know that I had deployed 
the parachute.   

The plane then made a severe nosedive and jolted me which made my glasses fall off my 
face.  I was no longer able to read my instruments.  Soon thereafter, the blades then cut the 
wires and plane leveled off.  I remained calm and pulled back the mixture and the throttle.  I 
tried to talk to Center, but they could not hear me.  I did hear another pilot letting Center 
know that the parachute had been deployed.  He wished me his best, and he asked that 
Center let him know if I was OK.   I could not change my frequency to Guard due to my 
inability to see without my glasses.  The descent seemed to go very quickly and soon I was 
out of the clouds and could see the terrain below.  I was over a mountainous, forested area 
and could see a highway.  As the plane approached the ground, I realized I was going to 
land in a ravine just below the highway.   



When the plane touched down, I removed my seat belt so I could find my glasses.  It took a 
bit of time, but I did find them on the floor at the very front of the passenger seat.  I put them 
back on so I could see properly and turn off the plane including the gas tanks.  There was 
no fire or smoke.  It was hard to determine the condition of the plane from the inside except 
when I noticed the propellers were damaged.  I then began to collect some of the important 
items I needed including my flight log, plane log, wallet, keys, and backpack.  I made a 
normal exit from the pilot's side door.   

 

At this time, four individuals approached the plane and asked if I was OK.  As I looked at the 
plane, I heard the ELT going off and noticed that fuel was leaking out of the passenger's side 
wing.  We all agreed that the safest thing to do was to get away from the plane.   When I got 
to the top of the ravine on the highway, I met with various emergency professionals 
including CalFire, the California Highway Patrol and others.  A paramedic checked me out 
and I received no injuries due to the incident.   



OPERATOR/OWNER SAFETY RECOMMENDATION  

(How could this accident/incident have been prevented?) 

Not making the two errors would have prevented this incident.   

The first, not following the instruction of initially flying a heading of 090° to join the Victor 
64, was a total mistake which I own.  I have followed many directional calls including ones 
to join an airway and not missed them.  In this situation, I think I was feeling stressed about 
all the vectoring and my proximity to the mountains and that distracted me.  The call was 
also hard to hear, and I could tell the controller was super busy. I should have reclarified 
the call.   

The second, was taking the plane off the autopilot.  In hindsight, I should have kept the 
autopilot engaged, used the heading bug and heading mode for a turn away from the 
terrain.  The use of the autopilot, to manage the cockpit is effective in Single Pilot Resource 
Management especially in IMC conditions.  

The loss of my glassed, due to the CAPS deployment was very challenging.  In the future, I 
plan to use a glasses holder and have an extra pair of glasses in the center console.  

Historically, I have had a strong commitment to training but will engage in additional 
training, including emergency procedures, turning off the autopilot and hand flying in 
various scenarios, and additional IFR training.  

I also plan to re-fly the route with an instructor if it can be arranged with Departure at 
KSNA.  

 

 




