




















I took off from KPAO with 2 passengers. The purpose of the flight was sightseeing, and the 
passengers’ first time in a small plane. It looked to be a typical overcast in the city day, so I 
planned a flight down south to E16 and 1C9 for full stop taxi backs ~1hrs before passengers 
arrived, and got the plane topped off. The wind at KPAO was out of the west, ~10kt, and 
there were some clouds but otherwise conditions to the south were good. We took off at 
~6:30 PST. The flight from KPAO to E16 was uneventful. I transitioned through KSJC C, got 
the AWOS, made my calls, landed RW14, taxi’d back, and took off again.  

 

1C9 was a short distance away from E16, ~10nm, so I made final call at E16 then switched 
to 1C9 CTAF. There was no one on frequency and I didn’t see anyone in the pattern. I chose 
to overfly the field at 2,200MSL. I looked at the wind sock, which was mostly limp with 
some gusts, ~10kt it looked down the runway, what I though was favoring 05. The grass 
looked in good condition, and visibility was good. I flew past the field and descended, 225 
left turn and entered 45 degrees into the left downwind for 05.  

 

On final there were power lines near the threshold, and I was definitely a bit high and fast 
on final. I slipped down a little to get more on speed, and was out of the slip ~500ft before 
the threshold. I crossed the threshold at a fairly normal height ~70kt indicated and bleeding 
off speed, so at that time I felt I was normally configured for landing. I began the flare 
relatively close to the threshold, probably within 200ft (past the threshold), but floated 
significantly. I had identified the wind sock and the ends of the hangars off to my left as the 
runway halfway point when overflying, and the plane wasn’t on the ground at that point so I 
put in full power to attempt a go around and the engine began to provide power. I kept 
about the same attitude, putting in a small amount of forward pressure and right rudder to 
counteract the engine power. The plane lowered in attitude slightly but still appeared nose 
up. The wheels then contacted the grass. Why that happened, I am not totally sure. In the 
cockpit at that time, it felt like wind. We made firm contact. I don’t think the nose wheel 
touched, but we lost some speed from contacting and rolling on the grass. Once I 
recognized the situation, I pulled up and got the wheels off the ground. We were at least 
2/3rds down the runway at this point. I looked at the ASI and it showed ~45 with the stall 
light mostly on with some flashes. I saw short obstacles but otherwise a field ahead. We 
were on the heavier side (TO weight was full fuel, 3 passengers, 15lb luggage, so came out 
to 2,163lb, ~200 short of max gross). I felt we did not have not enough airspeed to fly out of 
ground effect. I thought the best decision in that moment was to commit to overrunning the 
runway rather than try to fly and risk a stall.  



 

I kept full power in, pulled up to clear what I think was a fence or berm, and the plane 
almost immediately clipped some crops. I then took power to idle. At this point I am 
reconstructing based on what I remember and what I saw of the wreckage. We flew another 
few hundred feet with at least one hard bounce off the ground. When we were going 
relatively slow speed, the right wing must have hit a dirt mound, which caused it to detach 
and the plane to flip upside down and 180 in the yaw axis.  

 

We came to a rest inverted. I secured the plane, master, mixture, fuel cutoff, and had the 
passengers unbuckle themselves and unlatch the door. It did not immediately open. We 
had to reposition to kick the door open, and after a few tries over the course of ~1m we got 
it released and got out. Once I confirmed everyone was okay, I retrieved a lipo battery 
because I thought it was a fire risk and my passenger’s glasses shortly after, and the plane 
was otherwise untouched. We had 911 on the phone while we were still inside the plane. A 
nearby family and the local fire department, EMS, and police responded promptly.  

 

The flaps were deployed 40 degrees during the whole sequence (starting on final).  

 

What I have realized in retrospect — I may have attempted landing with a tailwind. I knew 
the winds were coming out of the west at E16 (and KCVH immediately to the south). As I 
overflew the field at 1C9, I got a very clear picture of the wind sock, which was limp with 
some gusts aligned with the runway. I thought in my head that 05 was the correct direction, 
but considering the float and reported winds so close by, it is possible I attempted landing 
with a tailwind. 




