














DAMAGE TO AIRCRAFT AND OTHER PROPERTY 

Aircraft Damage 
®None 
0Minor 

0 Substantial 
ODestroyed 
OUnknown 

Airci-aft Fire 
®None 
Oln-Flight 
Con-Ground 

0Both Ground and In-Flight 
OFire at Unknown Time 
0Unknown 

Description of Damage to Aircraft and Other Prnperty (Use additional sheet, if necessa,y.) 

NONE 

NARRATIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT (Please type or print in ink.) 
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Aircraft Explosion 
®None 
0In-Flight 
Oon-Ground 

0Both Ground and In-Flight 
0Fil:e at Unknown Time 
0Unknown 

Describe what occurred in chronological order, including circumstances leading to and nature of accident/incident. Describe terrain and 
include wreckage distribution sketch if pertinent. Attach extra sheets if needed. State departure time and location, services obtained, and 
intended destination. Provide as much detail as possible. 

Planned Profile: Drop 26,000lb test package from FL250 over Coyote Dry Lake Drop Zone within lateral confines of Barstow MOA. 
Preflight actions: All airspace coordination with Edwards AFB'R2508 complex and LA Center completed prior to mission and approved. 
Coordination with Seattle ACO for special airworthiness certificate completed prior to mission and flight profile approved. Test package 
was loaded on the aircraft and rigged for airdrop IAW USAF T.O. 1C-130A-9 the day prior (31 Jan 25). The NOT AM was issued as 
DAG01/007. 
A mission briefing was conducted the day prior with all participating parties represented. A flight crew safety briefing was conducted prior 
to takeoff the morning of the mission day (1 Feb 25). 
Mission Synopsis: Mission departed KBLH approximately 07:05am PST on mission profile time. Crew pre-breathed 100% Oxygen for 40 
minutes prior to depressurizing IAW published USAF Manual 11-409 high altitude oxygen requirements. 
At approximately 08:1 0am PST, Crew coordinated with LA Center to enter lateral boundaries of Barstow MOA in a block altitude of 
FL230-FL250. The aircraft entered Barstow MOA at DAGGS intersection, proceeded north, intercepted a 090T (approx 079M) run-in 
course to the planned release point and began 10nm left hand orbits to establish drop parameters of 25,000' GPS True Altitude (approx 
23,800MSL at that time) and 140kts indicated. The release point was calculated and provided to the crew prior to flight and should have 
kept all equipment within the pre-planned safety/drop zone recovery area. 
Winds at altitude were approximately 310/50 and OAT was approximately -30C. Left hand orbits required maneuvering close to the R2515 
boundary and preflight coordination agreement included that we would remain clear at all times. All checklists were accomplished IAW 
T.O. 1-C130A-1. Two dry passes were planned and accomplished and on the downwind leg of the hot pass, the ramp and door were 
opened and checklists proceeded normally. 
At approximately 08:40am PST, and about 20-30 degrees from rollout onto the inbound 090T course and approximately 10 miles west of 
the planned release point, the loadmaster informed the crew the platform was moving. At this point, the aircraft was still in a 15-20* left 
bank and the nose rose and yawed to the right. Because the extraction parachute had not deployed, and the load was moving due to 
gravity alone, it was a very slow exit resulting in excessive pitch up as the load exited and during the subsequent aircraft recovery, 
between 0-1 g were experienced by the crew and mission specialists. Aircraft control was retained throughout recovery. 
Crew began an orbit back around to see if parachutes were visible when one loadmaster reported possible injuries in the back of the 
plane. At that point, the crew notified ATC of a desire to return to KBLH. After assessing injuries of two crew members (one load master, 
one physiological technician) and determining neither were life threatening, as well as ensuring the aircraft was operating correctly with no 
damage, crew elected not to declare an emergency with ATC and instead coordinated with the ground party to have medical personnel 
meet the aircraft upon landing. Remainder of flight was uneventful. After landing at KBLH, local medical personnel met injured crew and 
they were transported and treated accordingly. Injuries included fractured tibia at ankle (loadmaster) and fractured sacrum/pelvis and rib 
(physiological technician). 
Post Flight: Upon subsequent post-flight inspection, no obvious aircraft equipment malfunctions were noted. All aircraft systems appeared 
to be correct and operating normally. Upon post-flight debrief and review, all crew actions were in accordance with published guidance o 

OPERATOR/OWNER SAFETY RECOMMENDATION (How could this accident/incident have been prevented?) 

Operator has instituted and contracted for scheduled load master Air Drop and Emergency re-currency training as well as performance of 
"Joint Airdrop Inspection" (JAi), of load, load rigging and lock settings 1/ANv USAF/USA DD Form 1748 Checklist to be conducted by third 
party contractor not involved in the loading, rigging or aircraft preparation for airdrop . 
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l• 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE. 

I understand that the information provided may be subject to public release. 
Date of this report: 

02/18/2025 
n11nlddlyyyy 

If a person other than Pilot/Operator is filing this report • 

Name: Title: 

Signatnre: _____________________ _ 

-or- O:'heck here to electronically sign this document 

FOR NTSB USE ONLY 

NTSB Accident/Incident No. Reviewed by NTSB AS Division Name oflnvestigator Date Report Received 
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