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Preliminary Aircraft Accident Report  
Provided by Loren Wesley Arnold 

 
Aircraft Information: 
- Aircraft Registration Number: N552GC 
- Aircraft Type:  Glasair Sportsman GS-2 
- Flight Date: 8/7/2024 
- Location: KHHR Hawthorne Municipal Airport  
- Phase of Flight: Landing 
- Flight Purpose: Instructional 
 
Owner/Student: 
- Loren Wesley Arnold 
-  
-  
- Flight Experience: 88.1 hrs 
- Credentials:  

Sport Pilot License:  
Student Pilot:  

 
Instructor Information: 
- Instructor’s Name: Armando Lewin 
- Instructor's Certifications: Certified Flight Instructor 
-  
- Flight Experience: Unknown 
- Credentials:  
 CFI:  
 
 

Event Description 
Crash Summary: 

 
On August 7th 2024, at approximately 7:15pm, aircraft N552GC was involved in an 

accident during a training flight. The aircraft was under the control of the certified flight 
instructor. 
 
Instructor Intervention: 
 

During Landing phase of flight, Armando took control of the aircraft’s flight controls. 
Pulling back on the stick he held the nose high without adding any power resulting in a stall. 
This intervention led to a loss of control of the aircraft, resulting in a crash. Armando had the 
controls at the time of the accident and was Pilot in Command. 
 
 



 
 

Video Evidence 
Video Description: 
- The accident was captured on video, clearly showing Armando taking over the controls and 
causing the crash. The video further documents the instructor acknowledging his role in the 
accident. The video captures Armando verbally taking responsibility for the accident during and 
after the event. 
 
Instructor’s Acknowledgment: 
- "Well, I owe you $50,000," Armando said. 
- “100% my fault” says Armando Lewin. 
- "I freaking crashed your airplane." Armando Lewin. 
 

Irregularities in Instructor’s Methods 
 

Prior to the accident, several irregularities in the instructor’s certified flight procedures were 
noted: 
- Armando was over an hour late for our scheduled meeting time. Sounded frazzled as though 
he had completely forgotten about the meeting.  
- Questionable 8hr bottle to throttle or other. Armando later mentioning his AA meetings back 
at the hangar after the crash. 
- During the flight the instructor engaged in unusual aggressive maneuvers at low altitude, 
failure to follow standard procedures. 
- Broke Torrance Delta Airspace restrictions on two occasions. Saying, “They know me there, 
they won’t say anything”. 
- Demonstrated lackadaisical radio etiquette while communicating with KHHR & KTOA towers. 
- Armando did not notify tower before descending back into the pattern after our box climb to 
3,000’. 
- Armando’s approach to instruction deviated from standard practices that I have observed in 
previous flights with other instructors. He also deviated from standard protocol during the 
accident.  
- Did not Fly by the Aircraft Flight Manual Numbers stated by the owner. 
- On a previous pattern, while turning base to final, Armando encouraged student to keep 
slowing down when at 45 knots. Student replied, “my stall speed is 42 on a turn I usually do 
glide speed 80 here!”  Armando replied ,”who cares, if it stalls you know what to do to get out 
of it.” At 42 knots the student could feel the stall developing on the left wing and pushed nose 
down to avoid stall spin crash. 
- Armando says he did not carry Instructor CFI insurance. 
- Exhibited very frantic behavior after the crash and did not follow procedure of exiting the 
aircraft. Instead starts gathering his belongings. 
- Armando removes the 3 mounted GoPro’s from the plane. (One on wing, two in the cockpit) 



-Later in a phone call, then text, Armando told owner to hide the video so that the authorities 
might classify it as an incident instead of an accident. And said that if they saw the video it 
would be classified as an accident. 
 
 

Damage Assessment 
Aircraft Damage: 
- The aircraft sustained significant damage. 
- Landing gear, wings, fuselage, prop, frame, and engine. 
 

Weather Conditions 
Weather at Time of Incident: 
- Winds Calm, Skies Clear. 
 

Actions Taken Post-Crash 
Immediate Response: 
- Removed Aircraft from Side of runway following NTSB approval. 
- Moved Aircraft to home T hangar the next day on 8/8/2024. 
   

After Accident Debriefing 
- After the crash, the Armando said he would work to pay for the full damages on the airplane. 
However, expressed his low resources and did not know what payment schedule would look 
like. 
- Armando also said he did not want this to affect students record and that, I, the owner had 
completed everything necessary for my IACRA sign off to test.  
   

Notification 
 - The FAA, NTSB, and insurance company were notified of the accident. 
 

Conclusion 
 

Based on the evidence gathered, including video footage, and witness’s, the accident 
was caused by the instructor’s inappropriate intervention and control of the aircraft, 
compounded by irregularities in his instructional methods. 
 
Attachments 
- Flight Path of both flights from the day. 
- Video Evidence 
- Photographs of Aircraft Damage 
 





 




