











“FLIGHT CREWMEMBER 1” INFORMATION

“Flight Crewmember 1” Responsibilities at the Time of Accident/Incident
@rioct OCo-Pilt  OStudent Pilot  OFlight Instructor O Check Pilot ~ OFlight Engincer O Other Flight Crew

“Flight Crewmember 1” was pilot flying OYes [ No

“Flight Crewmember 1” Identification
First Name: Wg-g;{ 2 ‘V City of Residence: N?WPO("" [&di]

Middle Initial: % sue: . CA 71P: _GL&bw_

Last Name: N 0\‘%

niry: OS A
Age at time of Accident/Incident: éj 2 Date of Birth: mm/dalyyyy
Certificate Number: __

Degree of Injury Seat Occupied Restraint Type Inflatable Restraints
ONone O Fatal © Left O Front O Unknown Svalabls viEd

(] Mxr'lor Q Unknown Q Right (0] R.ear O None ONone @ Not Installed

© Scrious Q Center O Single O Lap only OlLap iny [ Installed

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check ail that apply) @ 3-point @ 3-point [ Not lDeP";’ch

3 None [ Flight Instructor [ Commercial 1 US Military Odp St o ;:P z::: g 8:1121:):\311

[ Private [ Recreational [ Airline Transport [ Foreign 0o 5-:]2‘"‘ 0 Ux?known

[J Student O Sport [ Flight Engineer O Unknown o

Principal Occupation Medical Certificate Medical Certificate Validity Date of Last Medical
Q Pilot O None @ Class 3 @ Without limitations/waivers Q) Unknown

@ Other QClass 1 O Driver’s Licerse (Sport Pilot only) | Q With limitations/waivers ONA

Q Unknown O Class 2 Q Unknown O Special Issuance

Medical Certificate Limitations

Must vse Covectie lenses +o meet yi< noticdS
eet S
at o\ veauved Alistauces ° Voion St

Medical Certificate Special Issuance

Date of Last Flight Review Flight Review Aircraft

or Equivalent, Including 'A/ /

FAR 121/135 Checks: {3/ Is/20R | Make: l
Hdddlyyyy Model: P RIOA

Airplane Rating(s) Other Aircraft Rating(s) Instrument Rating(s) Instructor Rating(s)
(Check all that apply) (Check all that apply) (Check all that apply) (Check all that apply)
O None [ None 1 None W Nonc O Instrument Airplanc
Bl Single-Enginc Land 0O Airship B Airplane [ Airplane Single-Engine [ nstrument Helicopter
[ Single-Engine Sea [J Balloon 3 Helicopter O Airplanc Multi-Engine O Helicopter
[J Multiengine Land O Glider 3 Powered Lift [ Gyroplane O Glider
[0 Muitiengine Sea [ Gyroplane £ Powered Lift O sport
[ Helicopter
[0 Powered Lift
Type Ratings Student Endorsements (/nciude dates)
Airpl o TR |
Flight Time (Enter appropriate Al This Make .S';Eg'lle‘ ¢ Airplane Instrument Lighter
number of hours in cach box) Aircraft & Model Engine Multiengine Night Actual | Simulated | Rotorcraft Glider Than Air
[ Total Time 2250 | \430 [ g0 | G | g %
Pilot in Command (PIC) 2120 | 142%0 | 2950 ) p’ (%}
Time 2s Instructor !
This Make/Model
Last 90 Days S ./S S q§/ go ll\ —
Last 30 Days O ‘_§ 70 2 Q__O_té - o |
Last 24 Tours 0:% 0.8 | ©,



















ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (Please type or print in ink)

Use this space if additional space is needed for any answers.

S attichd,

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE

Name of Pilo

QP /AN
Ty

Signature:

= OF =~

Ily sign this document

If a Person Other than Pilot/Operator is Filing Report

Name: Title:

Signature:

—or~ [JCheck here to electronically sign this document

FOR NTSB USE ONLY

NTSB Accident/Incident No. Reviewed bﬁNTSB Regional Office Name of Investigator
WPR24LA046 AS-WP Andrew Swick

Date Report Received
1211312023
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Narrative History of Flight {Page 9)

Flew VFR on perfect clear day from KFUL to L35 on 12/2/23 at approximately 1230 PM to get in some
flying and to fuel N7LV with JetA at Big Bear Airport. Uneventful flight to L35. | have made this flight
dozens of times in the past with N7LV for the same reason- to get fuel and to stay current. After landing |
taxied to the fuel island and topped off the 4 wing tanks (2 mains and 2 tips). After fueling | restarted the
motor and taxied to RW 26 without incident for departure back to KFUL. Held short of RW 26,
announced my intentions, and took the active RW 26 for departure. Applied takeoff power, rotated at
approximately 80 knots. Shortly after leaving the RW {less than 1 or 2 seconds I'd estimate) at an altitude
of approximately 100 feet | noticed a sharp loss of power. | visually checked the red and black engine
control levers and confirmed that they were correctly positioned. Had no time to troubleshoot. After
briefly (milliseconds) erroneously pulling back on the yoke to stay airborne | realized that my only choice
was to try to return to the runway. As | pushed forward on the yoke | heard the motor wind down to a
stop- the same sound | hear when | shut the motor down after a flight. | don’t remember everything that
happened after that but | was furicusly trying to get the plane onto the runway. | believe | retracted the
flaps to increase the speed with which | would get the wheels on the ground. On the ground | tried beta
and reverse with the power lever but obviously no response as engine was not running. | applied
maximum brakes but was unable to stop before running through the end of the runway through the
fence and across the road and into a soft dirt area west of the road. When | reached this soft dirt area
the nose wheel seemed to dig in to the dirt and | experienced a very violent stop with my head hitting
the panel/ dash and the airplane flipping over back to front. | self-extricated by releasing the seat belt
buckle and cpened the pilot and climbed on the wing. Passersby helped me to the road and an off-duty
paramedic helped me in his truck while the ambulance came. | suffered injury to my upper back, a
broken vertebrae in my neck, and a wound to my skull, but | feel fortunate to be alive. If this had
happened at my home airport {(KFUL) | would definitely have perished with these circumstances. Zero
chance of survival. | have flown this airplane over 1,500 hours and have NEVER experienced a flame out
before- one of the main reasons | purchased a turbine aircraft was the engine reliability, which is no
longer the case. | would like to know exactly what led to this engine failure.



Additional Information {page 11]

1

| delivered N7LV to Propjet Aviation at KSTS on 1/25/23 to get the annual inspection done and
also to get the 1,750 hour scheduled “hot section” done. The motor had not yet reached 1,750
hours but | was having recurring issues of chip detector activations so Bob Nicolas recommended
t hat we get the hot section done early so that the overhaul vendor could investigate the source
of the chips. Propjet removed the motor and shipped it to HEROS in Phoenix AZ for the
inspection/ hot section.

In the course of the inspection they discovered metal in the area where the prop box
chip detector was, though that chip detector light had not illuminated on my flight from
KFUL to KSTS. Note that chip detector number 1 lit up on my way to KSTS from KFUL.
Had the prop box chip detector been operational, that would've been 2 chip detector
lights and | would have immediately landed to investigate. | communicated by text with
Propjet about chip 1 and decided to proceed to KSTS unless | got a 2™ chip detector
light.

HEROS inspected the prop box and was unable to determine the source of the metal
that they'd found so they recommended opening the gearbox to investigate further.
They opened the gearbox and discovered a number of damaged gears and bearings, and
they also decided that many of the gears in the prop box needed to be replaced {sun
gear and all planetary gears). Bob Nicolas later told me that he’d never had one of the
Silver Eagle motors with this much “damage” at the hot section service. | of course
approved all of these repairs- no choice as far as | could tell- and HEROS commenced the
repair. HEROS completed their work in August of 2023. | was checking in with Blake
(GM?) of HERCS throughout the summer of 2023 for updates on the motor. | also made
2 trips from SoCal to the HEROS shop in Phoenix to see for myself what they were
finding. As the plane neared completion, on one phone call with Blake, he informed me
that the repairs had been completed but they'd had “some issue with the fuel system”
when they put the motor on the test stand so it had to go back for further inspection
and, presumably, repair. | should have taken notes during this phone call because the
language was a little foreign to me, but it definitely had to do with the fuel system. |
presume that the additional inspection/ work was then done, the motor was
presumably put back on the test stand, and HEROS decided it was ready to be put back
in service. The motor was shipped back to Propjet Aviation in August of 2023 and
Propjet reinstalled the motor in N7LV. The airplane also received its annual inspection
from Propjet prior to my trip up to KSTS to pick the airplane up and fly it home on
9/1/23. Prior to flying home | flew for several hours with Bob Nicolas to refresh my skills
and get the recurrent Silver Eagle training done.

My first thought when the motor quit on 12/2/23 at L35 was that something with the
HEROS repair had gone wrong- | connected this failure with whatever happened on the
test stand at HEROS. That was just the first thought in my head. | had NEVER had as
much as a burp from the engine in the +/- 1,500 hours of flying N7LV and it instantly
seemed way too coincidental to have this happen so close to the annual and the AZ
work.



When fueling N7LV at L35 | noticed that at least cne (maybe both- don’t honestly remember) of
the main fuel tank fuel caps was almost vacuum-sealed when | removed them for fueling. | don’t
remember this ever happening before, but | am nat certain of that. | also, in hindsight, don’t
remember that the fuel vents leaked onto the ramp after fueling, which is a super common
occurrence with these Silver Eagled- the tanks almost ALWAYS leak via the vent tubes onto the
ramp after fueling. | am wondering if this venting problem could have led to an “airlock” of sorts
that prevented the gravity-fed main fuel to find its way into the engine’s fuel system. | would like
to see this thoroughly investigated, which should be pretty easy to do even after the damage.
Something starved the motor of fuel- maybe it was this venting issue. Also, | noticed that the
fuel tank caps on the main tanks were different from the ones that were there when | delivered
the plane to KSTS. My experience is that Propjet often swaps less significant parts- like fuel caps-
between airplanes because they have so many Silveer Eagles in their shop throughout the year. |
don’t think these caps are vented so | don’t think this would have contributed to this potential
"airlock” problem, if that was in fact one of the causes of the incident.





