LORI VAN SANT

A!buqueriue. New Mexico 87120

May 7, 2024

Jennifer L. Homendy

Chair, National Transportation Safety Board

NTSB Headquarters

490 L'Enfant Plaza SW

Washington DC 20594

VIA US MAIL and EMAIL correspondence@ntsb.gov

RE: Petition for reconsideration or modification of findings
and determination of probable cause
NTSB Accident No.: WPR24LA011
Date of Accident: October 8, 2023
Aircraft Registration No.: N105BM

Dear Ms. Homendy:

I respectfully request that the NTSB reconsider and modify the probable cause reached in its
report of the above-described accident. 1 make this request pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 845.32(a). I
have a direct interest in this investigation in that 1 was the pilot in command of the subject
aircraft.

For the reasons developed below, 1 believe the finding of probable cause is erroneous. In support
of this position, I have enclosed my affidavit, which describes facts and circumstances of the
accident in detail. I have also included excerpts of the Balloon Flight Manual for N105BM. 1
believe this information was not available prior to the adoption of the findings because the NTSB
never asked me for it.

The NTSB should reconsider its conclusion that the probable cause of the accident was “[t]he
pilot’s failure to control the balloon’s descent rate[.]” Report at 1. In fact, I controlled the
descent rate in accordance with the flight manual.

I approached an open field that was adequate but relatively small, and there were no nearby
alternates. Given the circumstances of the landing area, and a wind of 8 knots, this was a high
wind landing. After clearing obstacles adjacent to the field, I initiated a deliberate descent to the
ground. Once over the field, I used my burner to slow my descent. My balloon is equipped with
a Smart Vent. A Smart Vent is more potent than a deflation panel or parachute. As soon as
practical, and within 15 feet of the ground, I operated the Smart Vent. My actions brought the
balloon to a proper and typical landing under the prevailing conditions. The landing was
remarkable only due to the unfortunate injury.



Further, my actions in the approach and landing were in accordance with the balloon flight
manual. See Flight Manual, §§ 2.8.5, 4.6, 4.7 (copies enclosed). I began my descent as soon as I
cleared obstacles. I tailored my descent rate to the wind speed. The wind speed limited my time
over suitable landing area because the wind dictates a balloon’s ground speed. The manual
specifies that the Smart Vent is not to be used unless within 15 feet of the ground. I ascertained
we were within parameters before I activated the Smart Vent. Thus, I made a controlled landing,
in accordance with approved and published landing procedures.

In light of the facts recited above, I respectfully request that the NTSB modify its Aviation
Investigation Final Report to remove the conclusion that I failed to control properly the balloon’s
descent rate.

I am not aware of any other parties to the investigation on whom I should serve this petition. If
there are such parties, I will serve this petition on them promptly upon discovering their
identities.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. Please advise me if there is any further
information you require.

Sincerely,




AFFIDAVIT OF LORI VAN SANT

STATE OF NEW MEXICO §

COUNTY OF BERNALILLO g
ON THIS DATE, Lori Van Sant, upon her oath, deposed and said:

1. My name is Lori Van Sant. 1 am over the age of twenty-one years, of sound mind, and
competent to make this affidavit. The facts recited in this affidavit are within my
personal knowledge and are true and correct.

2. On October 8, 2023, I was involved in a balloon landing accident in Albuquerque, New
Mexico. At the time, I was the pilot in command of balloon N105BM. This accident is
described in the NTSB’s Aviation Accident Investigation Final Report number
WPR24LAO11.

3. In preparation for landing, I approached an open field that was adequate but relatively
small, and there were no nearby alternates. The wind speed was 8 nautical miles per
hour. I regarded this as a high wind landing. After my balloon cleared obstacles adjacent
to the field, I initiated a deliberate descent to the ground. Once over the field, I used my
burner to slow my descent. My balloon is equipped with a Smart Vent. A Smart Vent is
more potent than a deflation panel or parachute. As soon as practical, and within 15 feet
of the ground, I operated the Smart Vent. My actions brought the balloon to a proper
landing under the prevailing conditions.

4. I believe my actions during the approach and landing were in accordance with the balloon

flight manual. I began my descent as soon as I cleared obstacles. I tailored my descent



rate to the wind speed. The wind speed limited my time over a suitable landing area
because the wind dictates a balloon’s ground speed. 1 ascertained we were within 15 feet
of the ground before I activated the Smart Vent. 1 made a controlled landing, in

accordance with approved and published landing procedures.

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME this Y™ day of May, 2024, to certify
which witness my hand and seal of office.

cu AD MARTIN VANDAM
Notary Public

State of New Mexico

Comm. #20015%27

My Comm. Exp. Dec Notary Public in‘snd for

The State of New Mexico
My commission expires: ¢ . \9&. 121
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Location: Albugquerque, New Mexico Accident Number: WPR24LA011
Date & Time: October 8, 2023, 08:15 Local Registration: N105BM
Alrcraft: CAMERON BALLOONS US A-105 Alrcraft Damage: None
Defining Event: Hard landing Injuries: 1 Serious, 2 None

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

Analysis

The pilot of the balloon reported that during a landing, with wind about 8 knots, she used her
smart vent system to land. The balloon landed hard, which resulted in one passenger breaking

her ankle. The pilot reported that there were no mechanical malfunctions or failures that would
have precluded normal operation.

Probable Cause and Findings

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:

The pilot's failure to control the balloon’s descent rate during a landing in windy conditions,
which resulted in a passenger sustaining a broken ankle.

Findings

Personnel issues Aircraft control - Pilot
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Factual Information

Histoz of Flight

Landing-flare/touchdown Hard landing (Defining event)

Pilot Information

Certificate: Private Age: 64,Female
Alrplane Rating({s): None Seat Occupled: None

Other Aircraft Rating(s): Balloon Restraint Used: None

Instrument Rating(s): None Second Pilot Present:

Instructor Rating(s): None Toxicology Performed:

Medical Certification: None Last FAA Medical Exam:

Occupational Pilot: No Last Flight Review or Equivalent:  June 16, 2023
Flight Time: 573.1 hours (Total, all aircraft), 573.1 hours (Total, this make and model), 6.05 hours (Last 30

days, all aircraft), 0 hours (Last 30 days, all aircraft), 1.15 hours (Last 24 hours, all aircraft)

Passenger Information

Certificate:

Alrplane Rating(s):

Other Alrcraft Rating(s):
Instrument Rating(s):
Instructor Rating(s):

Medical Certification:
Occupational Pilot: No
Flight Time:
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Age: Female
Seat Qccupied: None
Restraint Used: None
Second Pllot Present:

Toxicology Performed:

Last FAA Medical Exam:

Last Flight Review or Equivalent:

WPR24LA011



Passenger Information

Certiflcate:

Alrplane Rating(s):

Other Alrcraft Rating(s):
Instrument Rating(s):
Instructor Rating(s):

Medical Certification:
Occupatlonal Pliot: No
Flight Time:

Age:

Seat Occupled:
Restraint Used:
Second Pilot Present:
Toxicology Performed:

Last FAA Medical Exam:

Female
None

None

Last Flight Revlew or Equivalent:

Aircraft and OwnerIOBerator Information

Alrcraft Make:
Model/Serles:

Year of Manufacture:
Airworthiness Certificate:
Landing Gear Type:

Date/Type of Last
Inspection:

Time Since Last Inspection:
Alrframe Total Time:

ELT:

Registered Owner:
Operator:
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CAMERON BALLOONS US
A-105

2008

Balloon

None; Other launch/recovery
system

September 22, 2023 Annual

499.5 Hrs as of last inspection
Not installed

On file

On file

Registration:
Aircraft Category:
Amateur Built:
Serlal Number:
Seats:

Certifled Max Gross Wi.:

Engines:

Engine Manufacturer:
Engine Model/Serles:
Rated Power:

Operating Certificate(s)
Held:

N105BM
Balloon

6538
4

2100 bs

0 None

None

None

WPR24LA011



Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual (VMC) Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: Distance from Accident Site:

Observation Time: Direction from Accident Site:

Lowest Cloud Conditlon: Clear Visibility 10 miles

Lowest Celling: Visibility (RVR):

Wind Speed/Gusts: 8 knots / Turbulence Type None / None
Forecast/Actual:

Wind Direction: 180° Turbulence Severity N/A / NfA
Forecast/Actual:

Altimater Setting: 31 Inches Hg Temperature/Dew Point: 10.6°C/3.9°C

Pracipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: Albuquerque, NM Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Destination: Albuquerque, NM Type of Clearance: None

Departure Time: Type of Airspace: Class C

Wreckage and Imeact Information

Crew Injurles: 1 None Alrcraft Damage:  None

Passenger 1 Serious, 1 None Alroraft Fire: None

injurles:

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injurles: 1 Serious, 2 None Latitude, 35.163563,-106.62832
Longitude:
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Administrative Information
Investigator In Charge {liC): Salazar, Fablan

Additional Participating Michael Petrofes; Federal Aviation Administration; Albuquerque, NM
Persons:

Original Publish Date: January 10, 2024

Last Revision Date:

Investigation Class: Class 4

Note: The NTSB did not travel to the scene of this accident.
investigation Docket: https://data.ntsb.gov/Docket?ProjectiD=193228

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) Is an independent federal agency charged by Congress with
investigating every civil aviation accident in the United States and significant events in ather modes of transportation—
rallroad, transit, highway, marine, pipeline, and commercial space. We determine the probable causes of the accidents
-and events we Investigate, and issue safety recommendations aimed at preventing future occurrences. In addition, we
eonduct tramportatlon safety research studies : and offer Informatlon and other assistance to family members and

 for each accident. or event we@esﬂnate.‘ We a@@erve as the appellate authomy for enforcement lctiona

D na m,certlﬂamm bythe ede: lAvlatIonAdmlnl FAA} an and US Coas Guard.and
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