
 
 

 

Andrew Swick 

Aviation Accident Investigator 
AS-WPR 

The following is a message that was sent by the witness during the 
investigation: 

 
 and I loaded our passenger, started, and began taxing from CB 

Skyshare. After being marshaled around we were cautious of the hangers on our left. I 
looked right and saw the accident aircraft on what I believed was runway 31 in position 
to depart. We continued forward the remainder of the apron/ramp/tie down area and 
approached the parallel taxiway. I turned my head to clear the right turn coming and 
yelled loudly “STOP!!!” The accident aircraft was coming across the ditch filled with 
Cattails directly in front of the PC12 from right to left at approximately five feet of 
altitude and approximately ten feet in front of us. We came to a stop immediately with 
both of us applying brakes in the PC12. The accident aircraft was wallowing and 
mushing it seemed (rolling slowly left). The aircraft flashed by right to left by then in a 
slight left wing down I believe (aircraft was relatively upright although struggling) and I 
could not see in the cockpit. The accident aircraft impacted the hanger approximately 
100 feet away from us in a left wing low attitude and came to rest partially inside the 
hanger. Approximately five seconds later the accident aircraft burst into flames. We 
then taxied to the right to clear the area and allow emergency vehicles and personnel 
access. We shut down on the opposite side of the apron next to the other entrance to 
the apron. 
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From: > 
Sent: Sunday, September 1, 2024 11:16
To: eyewitnessreport <eyewitnessreport@ntsb.gov>
Subject: Fatal accident on takeoff at Gnoss Field (DVO) August 31, 2024

 
[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I was flying the last aircraft to land, N7617P, before the Commander that crashed into a
hanger started his takeoff roll.   I had rolled out full length after landing 31 and was on the
taxiway just starting to taxi back to the ramp.  I witnessed the aircraft attempting to takeoff
with what appeared to be insufficient airspeed and/or power and unable to climb more
than a few feet off the ground but drifting to the west of the runway (220 direction.)  Winds
were gusty and variable.  During my landing shortly before the south windsock was
moving around from a quartering tailwind to a cross wind. The Commander drifted into
the wind across the taxiway, briefly putting the gear into the grass and I believe taking out
a taxiway light before impacting the hanger.  The impact resulted in a large fireball.    I had
stopped my aircraft as there was a brief moment when I wondered if he was going to try to
use the taxiway to takeoff, but he continued to drift to my right (his left) and after the
fireball dissipated I continued to the ramp where I shutdown and secured my aircraft. 
 



I gave my contact information and a brief statement to the officers on scene.  If you wish
to contact me further, please use either this email or my cell phone:  415-847-0029.
 
Sincerely Yours,





>
> Thank you for your time




