






From:
To:
Subject: N42JF Statement
Date: Monday, August 26, 2024 1:14:55 PM

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

On August, 25th at approximately 1215pm local, the accident aircraft N42JF departed KSZP from runway 22. Upon
initial climb on the upwind leg, the engine began a series of stumbles at ‘100 feet agl then regained power. The
aircraft began a left crosswind turn while appearing to make power as it was visibly climbing then turned onto the
downwind leg when at this time the engine roughness was heard again. Around mid field the aircraft initiated a left
turn to base meanwhile another aircraft was in the pattern on a base to final leg. From my vantage point I could not
hear engine noise anymore. The accident aircraft which I can only presume was contending with a potential traffic
conflict with the aircraft on final now; started a right turn back to down wind and at this point was low in the pattern.
My last view of the airplane before impact was in a shallow right turn headed roughly down wind then disappeared
into the horizon. Seconds later black smoke began to rise indicating a crash.

Regards,

Sent from my iPhone



From:
To:
Subject: ***WITNESS CODE A**^Fwd: Witness to Plane Crash at Santa Paula Airport (KSZP) Today (Aug, 25, 2024) at

12:30 PM
Date: Sunday, August 25, 2024 8:37:07 PM

FYI 

Regards
Erik

Erik R Grosof
Chief Special Operations Div
NTSB HQ
Washington DC

From: 

Sent: Sunday, August 25, 2024 11:29:00 PM
To: eyewitnessreport <eyewitnessreport@ntsb.gov>
Subject: Witness to Plane Crash at Santa Paula Airport (KSZP) Today (Aug, 25, 2024) at 12:30 PM
 

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To whom it may concern,
I am writing you to indicate that I witness the plane crash today (Aug 25, 2024) at Santa Paula
Airport (KSZP) around 12:30 PM.  I was at the airport waiting for a friend to pick me up and fly to
Santa Rosa, CA.  I was watching the planes coming into the airport to see if it was my friends plane.  I
noticed a plane try to attempt a landing, but aborted.  A red single engine bi-plane was close behind
him coming down very quickly.  He was heading northeast and made a quick turn to land on runway
22 at Santa Paula. He appeared to be coming down at a steep angle. After turning 90 degrees
heading north and trying to make the approach for the runway, for some reason he turned away
from the runway in an easterly direction.  He was very low and I found that unusual.  Then a few
seconds later I saw the smoke from the explosion of the crash.  Other people that witness the crash
said he just took off from the airport and noticed his engine was sputtering.  I could not hear the
engine from the plane.  They said it appeared he had engine trouble and was returning back to the
airport.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.
 

 
 



From:
To:
Subject: Fwd: KSZP Aircraft Accident 8/25 Witness Statement
Date: Monday, August 26, 2024 4:34:18 AM

Deputy Regional Chief – Western Pacific Region 
National Transportation Safety Board

  

From: 
Sent: Sunday, August 25, 2024 8:23:12 PM
To: 
Subject: KSZP Aircraft Accident 8/25 Witness Statement
 

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good evening,

I was instructed to reach out to you to provide a statement regarding the aircraft accident that
occurred at KSZP on 8/25/24 at approximately 12:24pm local time. 

I was speaking with a student who was preflighting the aircraft we were about to go up in near
the midfield windsock when I noticed the aircraft that was involved in the accident.  When I
first noticed the aircraft it appeared that it was on a left downwind for runway 22,
approximately abeam the runway 22 numbers from my vantage point.  What caught my
attention originally was that the aircraft appeared to be much lower than normal.  As I
continued to watch, it appeared that the aircraft began to enter a left base, but the speed did
appear lower than normal.  It then appeared from my vantage point that the aircraft made a
turn back to the right (almost as if to reenter a downwind).  At this point the aircraft dipped
below the treeline, and I was no longer able to see the aircraft.  I originally thought that the
pilot was possibly intentionally trying to fly low level along the river, but within about 10
seconds I noticed a large plume of smoke coming from just east of the approach end of
runway 22 which confirmed to me that the aircraft had crashed.  

There was another aircraft on final when this event occurred.  All that I can recall was that it






