












 

 

 

 

the saddle. Upon reaching the saddle, they noticed a tail section that appeared to be from an airplane on a 

nearby slope. Initially, they assumed it might be a long-abandoned wreck, but upon closer inspection, they 

realized it was smoldering. Concerned that there might be survivors, they decided to approach the site. 

Mr.  noted that they first observed the plane wreck at approximately 2:50 PM. They had to leave the trail 

and scramble up a bouldery rock slide to reach the crash site, which was located at an elevation of 7,400 feet. 

As they approached, they noticed various unscathed items near the wreckage, including an intact backpack and 

a fire extinguisher. The closest item to the plane was a hat, located about two feet away, with approximately 

one-quarter of it burned. Glass was scattered up the hill from the crash site, extending about 50 yards. 

Regarding the weather conditions at the time, Mr.  described it as incredibly foggy. He noted that the fog 

would move in and out, often reducing visibility to less than 20 yards. The horizon would intermittently 

disappear from sight due to the dense fog. Throughout the beginning of their hike, Mr.  and his father 

remarked on how quiet it was—there was no wind and no animal sounds. The foliage along the trail was damp, 

causing their clothes to become wet as they passed, although it was not actively raining. Once they reached the 

saddle, the wind picked up drastically, and they found themselves enveloped in fog. 

 




