


Scott B. Johnson
Air Safety Investigator 
Western Pacific Region

Carl’s location was between the second and third green approaching the third
green at the Buchanan Fields Golf Course.

He watched the pilot take off.

The airplane was straight, and level and the engine started to stall then it started
up for brief second or two before stopping again. The nose then pointed straight
up ascending into the sky. The plane then turned to the left pointing to the ground
tail pointed skyward and, in a counter, -clockwise rotation of the tail downward as
it slipped behind the trees. We then heard a plastic or metal sounding splat type
crash.
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Fatal Plane Crash at Diamond Blvd and Concord Ave on Jan. 30, 2024

I am a business owner in the area, I believe this is the airplane and pilot that I have witnessed personally for

the past 4 – 5 years do touch and go landings and take offs. This has been witnessed as a take off and to the

south and circle east and at approximately over Burnett Ave / Commerce Avenue the pilot would kill the

engine (not throttle down) and glide into the airport. This would occur daily 4 -5 days a week for

approximately an hour in the mornings at the time this crash happened. We business owners were concerned

something like this would eventually happen. I called the airport several times to report this activity and they

downplayed the activity. Well, it happened and thank God there weren’t more injuries or fatalities. I know a

touch and go may be a practice, but this seemed like a joy ride daily and especially for an elderly man. I hope

this kind of activity will be closely looked at and the airport stops allowing this.

Sincerely,       

Rick Crowell

President





Subject: Plane crash concord ca

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organiza�on. Do not click any links or open

atachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I was walking to my car to get my shoes and I heard the plane going over our building at 1130 Burnet

ave. The engine sounded weird and then all of a sudden it cut off and the plane started to go down.

Cassandra Raney

Sent from my iPhone









Subject: Buchanan plane accident 

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organiza�on. Do not click any links or open

atachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi,

I was golfing this morning at Buchanan golf course and was on the pu�ng green of hole one when I

heard a plane overhead and then suddenly went it went quiet. I turned and saw the plane had stalled as

it was flying from the airport over the golf course. It was not very high in the air.  The pilot was able to

start the engine again and the plane  rose up a bit more in the air un�l the engine turned off again. It

appeared that the plane took a hard turn to the le� and then straightened into a ver�cal descent, or

nosedive. Then there was a loud thud as the plane hit the ground.

RIP to the pilot. It was horrible to watch and I wish there could have been a beter outcome.

That’s my account, if it is any help to your inves�ga�on.

Teresa Roebuck







ROC Awareness Time:  2024-Jan-31 18:10 

Robert Obrien  

Caller stated he witnessed Vans RV-6, (N30AK) crash from the golf course. Heard the plane sputtering as

the aircraft cleared treetops, the engine stalled and lost power. There was no longer any sound as the

aircraft rotated to the left and dropped from the sky and crashed onto the road not far from where they

stood on the golf course. Caller stated it appeared the pilot purposely guided the plane to the left to

avoid colliding with buildings.


