| BASIC INFORMAITION |
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Nearest City/Place: _Santa Monica State: CA Date: 12/22/2022 Local Time: 23:17

zIp: 9005 Country: USA mm/dd/yyyy -

Time 2 : C
Latitude: _34° 01' 20" approx Longitude: _118°_50' 59" approx lime Zone
Registration Number: N7032X [ IFR-Equipped and Certified
[0 Commercial Space Flight

Manufacturer: Cessna [0 Unmanned Aircraft

Model: 150A Maximum Gross Weight: 1500 Ibs

Serial Number: 15059132 Weight at Time of Accident/Incident: 1495 Ibs

Year of Manufacture: 1960 1961 model yr Number of Seats: 2 Flight Crew Seats: 1

Amateur-Built: QYes If Yes: OKit/Plans Make: Cabin Crew Seats: 0 Passenger Seats: 1

®No O Original Design Numbher of Engines: 1
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| OBiimppirigible | DNommal  CiRestricte | emvieyee Cltsitwheel | OTurbo Prop Otiybrid Rocket |
| Qe | @vay  DOspcstimsen | Gran Cisiwieet | puersywem Type ecprocamy |
| Eng 1 |Continental Jo-200-A |2344-0-A | | 100 |3348.9 | 4.9 [17025 |

UI100-Hour U Continuous Airworthiness Qtround Adjustable OGround Adjustable

8MIP 8C0nditi0nal Inspection Manufacturer: _Sensenich Manufacturer: _n/a

A Dsimonn Model: MB9CK Model:
Date Last Inspection: 08/02/2022 | — — e — i
. e i TERTT If Yes: @ADS-B

Airframe Total Time: 3348.9 hrs _:( Tes: 8 A fonare Parndiaite

e e e | e | [Electronic Flight Bag or Handheld Device |

O Manufacturer’s Inspection Program
O Other Approved Inspection Program (AAIP)
O Continuous Airworthiness
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I Necerintian of Fire Fyfinoniching Svetem

WAas EL 1 STl connected 10 antennar @Wyes LUNO el N R
Did ELT Activate? OYes ®No [@Handheld GPS

If activated: [COHeads Up Display
i EE T oA :.a O (L N S A Onboa‘rd weaﬂ‘er

If not activated: | Stall Warning System

[ Unknown



| OWNER/OPERATOR INFORMATION

Kegistered Aircratt Uwner
Name: David P. Smith

City: Pacific Palisades

State: CA ZIP: 90272
| Fractional Ownership Aircraft: O Yes ® No Countrv: USA
I Operator of Aircraft Same As Registered Owner Same Address as Registered Owner
| @None | ®@FAR 91 QFAR 129 OFAR415 | ( Scheduled or Commuter O Domestic |
Airport Name: _Santa Monica Municipal Distance From Airport Center: 2.5 sm
Airport Identifier: KSMO Direction From Airport: 250 degrees true
Proximity to Airport: © Off AirporvAirstrip  OOn AirportAirstrip ~ ON/A | Ajrport Elevation: 170 Wil

Runway Information

Condition of Runway/Landing Surface (Check all that apply)

Runway ID: _3/21 (L/R/C) Length: 3500 ft Width: 150 fi [ Dry [ Snow-Compacted [0 Water-Calm
M Hales M SnowA"rcted M Water-( hannv
. - . P L e v [ L Tr e ey
[2 Asphalt O Grass/Turf [ Macadam [ Water [ Rough [ Snow-Wet O Wet
I CvorRDME M1.ocalizer Onlv MVisual | MGo Around - I71 Forced Landing B




| “FLIGHT CREWMEMBER 1” INFORMATION

“Flight Crewmember 1” Responsibilities at the Time of Accident/Incident

@Pilot  OCo-Pilot  OStudentPilot  OFlight Instructor ~ OCheck Pilot O Flight Engineer O Other Flight Crew

“Flight Crewmember 1” was pilot flying [Yes [ No
“Flight Crewmember 1” Identification

First Name: David City of Residence: Pacific Palisades/Los Angeles

Middle Initial: P State: CA ZIP: 90272

Last Name: Smith Country: _USA

Agc at time of Accident/Incident: 78 Date of Birth: mm/dd)yyyy
Certificate Number:

Degree of [njury Seat Occupied Restraint Type Inflatable Restraints
© None O Fad ©Leh O Front O Unkiiswn Available Used
o g‘mr o Unknown o glg“ o g.caf oNom ONOM m Not Installed
O Serious Q Center Q Single O Lap only OLap only O Installed
Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) @3-po§nt @3-poi.nt [ Not Deployed
O None O Flight Instructor [ Commercial 0 US Military O 4-point 0‘;"”?": o m’::
Private O Recreational O Aidine Transport  [J Foreign O 5-point O U-:konl: a
O Student 0 Sport O] Flight Engineer O Unknown O i
Principal Occupation Medical Certificate Medical Certificate Validity Date of Last Medical
O Pilot O Nonc OClass3 @ Without limitations/waivers Q) Unknown
@® Other O Class 1 O Driver's License (Sport Pilot only) | O With limitations/waivers ON/A _06/17/2022
O Unknown O Class 2 O Unknown O Special Issuance mm/dd/yyyy

Medical Certificate Limitations

Last Class 3 06/23/2016 "Must have available glasses for near vision”
Basic Medical Comprehensive Medical Examination June 17, 2022; BasicMed online course completion June 19, 2022.

Medical Certificate Special Issuance

Date of Last Flight Review Flight Review Aircraft

or Equivalent, Including

FAR 121/135 Checks: 09/26/2022 Make: Cessna

mnv/ddpyyyy Model: 150A

Airplane Rating(s) Other Aircraft Rating(s) Instrument Rating(s) Instructor Rating(s)

{Check all that apply) (Check all that apply) (Check all that apply) (Check all that apply)

[0 None None Nonc None [ Instrument Airplanc
[ Single-Engine Land O Airship O Airplane [ Airplane Single-Engine [ Instrument Helicopter
[ Single-Engine Sea [ Balloon [ Helicopter O Airplane Multi-Enginc [ Helicopter

O Multiengine Land O Glider O Powered Lift [ Gyroplane O Glider

[0 Multiengine Sea [ Gyroplane [ Powered Lift [ Sport

[ Helicopter
[0 Powered Lift
Type Ratings Student Endorsements (/nclude dates)
none N/A
. . ) Airplane

Flight Time (Enter appropriate All This Make Single Airplune Amatrmhad Lighter
number of hours in each box) Aircraft & Model Engine Maltiengine Night Actual | Simulated | Rotorcraft Glider Than Air
Total Time 830 668 830 0 111 4 138

Pilot in Command (PIC) 669 161 669 0 4 138

Time as Instructor 0 0 0 0 0 0

This Make/Model ) I () E— 4

Last 90 Days 4 4 4 0 0 0

Last 30 Days 3 3 0 0 0 0

Last 24 Hours 0 0 0 0 0 0 0




| “FLIGHT CREWMEMRBER 2” INFORMATION

First Name: n/a City of Residence:




| ADDITIONAL FLIGHT CREWMEMBERS (Exclusive of cabin crew. complete the followina information) |

First Name: n/a City of Residence: OLeft QO Front O None
PN MR ear ' L Y
I Tvne Ratino/Fndarcement far | Tatal Flicht Time at the Time | O 5-point (0] 5-;Joinl I O Deployed I

I PASSENGER(S) / QTHER PERSONNEL (includs cabin crew; continue on ssparate sheet if necessary) 1
| | Ll L] L | = -— - - T | |
Vet ity Backe Mb Available  Used
ir e Rex City : i
Kl wosanatonta Qleft QO None ONone ONone Not Installed | O Under 5 years
Middle Initial: H State: CA__ ZIP; OCenter | OMinor gLap Only El-ap Only | 7 Installed
PAY anmiead R Jey - - -
-~ : Right QO Serious L i & ompuiit | M Not Deployed | 7 Unaer 3,
Last Name: Minter C . USA | © % | -noi i
o OUnknown | ©Fatal Od-point  Od-point | Deployed O Child Restraint



FLIGHT ITINERARY INFORMATION

Last Departure Point Time of Departure | pegtination Type Flight Plan Filed
. X ; . Ni
L e LT T S ST
ity: _ ity: O Military VFR O Unknown
State: CA Time Zone: UTC | State: CA O VFR
Country: USA Country: USA Activated? QYes ONo QUnknown
Type of ATC Clearance/Service (Check all that apply)
[0 None [ Special VFR [ Special IFR [0 VFR Flight Following [ Cruise
VFR [ IFR 3 VFR On Top [ Traffic Advisory [ Unknown / NA
Airspace where the accident/incident occurred (Check all tha.t fzpply) ‘ . Altitude of In-Flight
[ Class A [CClass G [ Military Operations Area (MOA)  [JSpecial Occurrence:
[ Class B [ODemo Area [ Airport Advisory Area [ Air Traffic Control Area -
O ClassC [JWarning Area [ Jet Training Area [0 Unknown ft msl
[A ClassD OProhibited Area O TRSA
O ClassE CIRestricted Area [ FAR 93
WEATHER INFORMATION AT THE ACCIDENTANCIDENT SITE
Source of Pilot Weather Information Weather Observation Facility
(Check all that apply) Facility ID: KSMO ATIS
I National Weather Service O Company __— )
O] Flight Service Station 0 Military Observation Time: 22:51
O TV/Radio [ Internet Time Zone: UTC
[0 Automated Report [0 None ] ] ]
[ Commercial Weather Service (DUATS)  [] Unknown Distance from Accident Site: -2.50 nm
[0 On-Board Weather Direction from Accident Site: -approx 250 degrees true
Basic Conditions Light Condition
®vMC ODawn ODusk O Dark Night OUnknown
Omc @®Day ONight OBright Night
O Unknown
Sky/Lowest Cloud Condition Ceiling Temperature: _18 (©) or (F)
@ Clear O Thin Broken ® None (Clear) O Obscured .
O Few O Thin Overcast O Broken O Indefinite Dew Point: 8 © o (F
81;21;1 l’:'2lbscuranon O Unknown O Overcast O Unknown Altimeter Setting: 30,04 in. He
Lowest Cloud Condition Height Ceiling Height or MB
ft agl fragl
Wind Direction Wind Speed Wind Gusts Visibility 5+ miles
[ Variable a C_alm ‘ Not Gusting RVR: feet
[ Light and Variable
=Or- -or- -or- RVV: miles
Direction: 240 degrees true | Speed: 5 kts Speed: kts Density Altitude: 428 ft
Intensity of Precipitation Type of Precipitation (Check all that apply) Restriction to Visibility (Check all that apply)
OLight 3 None O Drizzle [ Freezing Rain [ None O Fog
O Moderate Rain [ 1ce Pellets [ Snow Shower a Blow.mg Dust [ Ground Fog
OHeavy O Snow [ Snow Pellets [ Ice Pellets Shower 0 Blowing Sand [0 Haze
ON/A 0O Hail Snow Grains [ Freezing Drizzle [ Blowing Snow [1Ice Fog
O Unknown O Rain Showers [ Ice Crystals [ Blowing Spray [0 Smoke
[ Dust [ Unlmnown
Icing Forecast Icing Actual Turbulence
Amount Type Amount Type Type (Check all that apply) Severity
® None ON/A ® None ON/A None [Light
O Trace O Rime O Trace ORime OClear Air OModerate
O Light O Clear OLight O Clear O Terrain-Induced OSevere
O Moderate O Mixed O Moderate O Mixed OConvective Turbulence OExtreme
O Severe O Unknown O Severe O Unlmown
O Unknown O Unknown

NOTAMs (D and FDC), AIRMETSs, SIGMETs, PIREP:s in effect at the time of the accident/incident:

self=service fuel UL94 only
weather better than 5000 and 5

use caution for drone activity over downtown Santa Monica and Beverly Hills /BH 400 feet AGL and below

5G NOTAMS in effect
remarks: visibility south 4 miles mist




Propeller strike against ocean waves; water damage; likely damage to the top of the right and left ailerons when aircraft was retrieved after
ocean ditching; likely damage to rudder when aircraft was retrieved from the water; unknown damage from aircraft being inverted on sand
after retrieval

see attached



RECOMMENDATION (How could this accident/incident have been prevented?)

Operator/Owner Safety Recommendation

I am not sure what caused the engine problem. Even though I have no reason to believe fueling the plane prior to departure
caused or contributed to the engine problem, the only fuel currently offered at the self-serve fuel pit at SMO is UL94 which
does not have a dye color. The fuel is clear. Adding a dye color to UL94 fuel would help detect if there are water
contaminants in the fuel when sumping and would also help identify if there are any fuel leaks after an accident.

MECHANICAL MALFUNCTION/FAILURE (f more space is needed, continue on separate sheet)

was followed by violent banging noises and shaking. The engine returned to smooth operation but with
essentially no output power.

Was there Mechanical Malfunction/Failure? [ Yes [ No Total Time/Cycles
(If yes, list the name of the part, manufacturer, part no., serial no., and describe the failure.) On Part
Engine Continental (TCM) 0-200-A, s/n 2344-0-A Specific components involved in this failure are unknown at 3348.9 Hours
the time of this writing. The engine was running smoothly but the climb rate deteriorated to virtually zero, that n/a Oved
ycles

Time Since This Part

Inspected/Overhauled
4.9 Hours
FUEL & SERVICES INFORMATION
Fuel on Board at Last Takeoff Fuel Type
(Convert from pounds, as necessary) O 80/87 O 115/145 O JetB @ Other, specify UL94
O 100 Low Lead O JetA O Jp8
25 Gallons O 100/130 O Jet A-l O Automotive

Other Services, if Any, Prior to Departure

Service front gear strut N2
Check tire pressures

EVACUATION OF AIRCRAFT

Was an emergency evacuation of the aircraft performed? Yes O No

Method of Exit— Describe how the occupants exited and how many occupants evacuated each location

Pilot evacuated himself thru LH door with assistance from beach lifeguards
Passenger was removed from aircraft thru RH door by beach lifeguards

OTHER AIRCRAFT — COLLISION (it air or ground collision occurred, complete this section for other aircraft)

Aircraft Registration Number | Manufacturer: Damage to Other Aircraft
Model: O Destroyed O Minor

n/a odel: [ Substantial [ None

Registered Owner of Other Aircraft Pilot of Other Aircraft

Name: Name:

City: City:

State: ZIP: State: ZIP:

Country: Country:
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (Please type or printin ink)

Use this space if additional space is needed for any answers.

see attached

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE

Date of this Report | Name of Pilo -_David P.Smi

01/19/2023 Signature:

mm/dd/yyyy

- OF ==

[[] Check here to electronically sign this document

If a Person Other than Pilot/Operator is Filing Report

Title:

Name:
Signature:
-—or— DChcck here to electronically sign this degument
A - —

FOR NTSB USE ONLY

NTSB Accident/Incident No.
WPR23EA073

Reviewed by NTSB Regional Office
WPR

Name of Investigator

HICKS

Date Report Received
01/19/2023
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6120.1 Narrative/Additional Information Attachment
N7302X (December 22, 2022 accident)

My passenger, Rex H. Minter, and | decided to fly to CMA. Rex and | have flown
together often. | was the PIC and sole manipulator of the controls for this trip and was
fit for this flight per the | AM SAFE guidelines.

| check weather and NOTAMS at SMO, NTD, OXR and CMA; and verify Weight and
Balance. All are above my personal minimums and projected to stay that way thru the
afternoon.

Because of circumstances at the restaurant at CMA we decided to change our plans and
instead fly to TOR via the SFRA. | checked weather and NOTAMS at TOR and preflight
the plane.

With the airplane out of the hanger, and engine running, | test the brakes, check the
intercom and listen to the current SMO ATIS. The shoulder belts are inertial reel, but the
lap belt must be manually tightened. Rex knows this; but, as part of the passenger
briefing, | remind him. | call Ground Control and we taxi to the self-serve fuel pit. | do
the standard instrument functionality checks while taxiing.

| top off both tanks with UL94, the only fuel available at the self-serve pit. Existing fuel
in tanks is also UL94.

| taxi to the B5 run up area. When | start to taxi the airplane seems slightly reluctant to
move, but then behaves normally.

| do a standard pre-flight run up. Mag and carburetor rpm drops are normal as are all
other pre-flight checks. | set the transponder to the SFRA 1201 squawk code.

Ground Control clears us to taxi to Runway 21.

| request a climbing 270 departure for the SFRA and am cleared by SMO TWR for
takeoff.

When moving into position, | again feel the same slight reluctance to move.

| ask the TWR to cancel my takeoff request and request taxi back to the NE hangers
believing there was a low tire.

In front of the hanger | check tire pressures. All are within limits.

| taxi around the hangars in the free movement area, stopping and starting, but | can’t
get the reluctance to repeat. | now think it might have been a brake pad momentarily
hanging up in its caliper. In the free movement area | retest and note the mag and carb
heat RPM drops — they are as expected.
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6120.1 Narrative/Additional Information Attachment
N7302X (December 22, 2022 accident)

Deciding to change our plans and simply flying up to Malibu and back, I reset the
transponder 1200 VFR.

| call Ground Control and request taxi to runway 21.

Ground Control asks if | need a run up. Since | had already completed a full run-up and
rechecked the mag and carb heat rpm drop after restarting engine — | reply that it is not
necessary.

Ground Control clears us to runway 21 at A5.

| call the TWR and request a right turn at the shoreline.

TWR asks “not the SFRA?”, | reply that is correct. Our plans have changed.
At 3:08 pm PST I start our Take Off roll on runway 21.

Climb out to the Shoreline via the noise abatement route is completely normal, engine is
running smoothly.

At the shoreline | turn right and follow it NW towards Malibu.

During my instrument scans | note that the engine oil pressure and temperature are as
expected, but that my rate-of-climb has deteriorated.

It is an unlikely scenario for carb ice, but | have seen it before. | apply carb heat in
various degrees, and also lean the mixture to increase the EGT, but this doesn’t have
any effect on the climb performance.

When SMO TWR gives me a frequency change approval, | tell them we are just going to
Malibu and | use a slang term to tell them we will stay on frequency.

When we are abeam Castellammare area of Pacific Palisades approximately 5.5 miles
NW, because the climb performance did not improve, | tell Rex we are going back and
make the turn. | call SMO TWR and inform them of our plans.

The TWR gives us the expected landing instruction, but then adds “do you need
assistance?” | reply “not at this time” or words to that effect. The engine had been
running smoothly but the climb performance did not improve.

Right after that transmission the engine, which had been running smoothly, starts
banging loudly and shaking violently. | announced the emergency to SMO TWR who
asked if | could make the field. | replied that | would try but the engine was running very
rough.
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6120.1 Narrative/Additional Information Attachment
N7302X (December 22, 2022 accident)

I ran my emergency checklist and decided to shut down the engine. But, before | can kill
the mags, the banging and shaking stops as quickly as it started. But now it is producing
no discernable power, we are gliding.

SMO TWR asked me if | could make it to runway 3. | replied | don’t think so, | may have
to put it down on the beach and wished | had another option.

| left the throttle in and mag hot, hoping it was just a chunk of carb ice and it might clear
itself out. The prop seemed to be turning too smoothly to be just windmilling.

Because | am based out of SMO | have had a lot of training contemplating an emergency
landing on the beach. When Rex was still flying he and | had discussed such an
emergency landing including our shared opinion that a successful landing on the hard
wet sand of the strand would be best but would only be attempted if we could do so
without endangering anyone on the ground. It being wintertime, | was hopeful the
beach would not be populated. If | couldn’t find a stretch of unpopulated beach, |
would ditch in deeper water even though | knew doing so would be more dangerous for
me and Rex, it would be safer for everyone else.

Gliding in, as we came around the Santa Monica Pier, | could see that there was a good
crowd (for a winter’s day) on sand close to the pier (unacceptable); but further south
the beach seemed empty. | was hopeful the lifeguards and SM Fire Dept were alerted of
the emergency and may have helped in clearing the beach.

My plan was, at the very last moment, to bring the stick back and flare the nose. |
wanted to keep the nose wheel as high as | could for as long as | could.

The plan was thwarted when the main gear struck the top of a cresting wave and slowed
us prematurely.

The nose gear came down in less than a foot of water (the depth, of course, was varying
with each wave). The drag of the gear in the water caused the airplane to flip over
inverted.

The aircraft structure was intact, the doors were not jammed and the windshield was
not broken. | was unhurt. The airplane was resting on the sand, not floating.

While upside down (hanging from our restraints) my attention turned to Rex. As |
worked to remove my restraints, the lifeguards were beside the airplane almost
immediately. One group getting Rex out of the right side, and another assisting me out
the left.
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6120.1 Narrative/Additional Information Attachment
N7302X (December 22, 2022 accident)

On the beach they kept me separated from Rex. My sole focus, at this point was to try
and reach Rex’s daughter in the hope that family could be alerted before they saw it on
TV. I would have like to do post-crash investigation of the airplane, but trying to stay
close to Rex, and make that call, took priority.
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