


















 
 

  

 

There is one night time photo from Tuesday from my trip home from Livermore after the Coast Guard 
Air Squadron meeting. I landed Hollister since SNS was fogged in. The next day I flew Hollister to Salinas. 
Uneventful. Fuel to tops in Livermore for departure to KSNS. 

Saturday 7/30/2022 

Departed Salinas at 7:13 after proper run up. No Indication of fouling or misbehavior. 80 RPM drop on 
mag 1 and 2 without stutter. Prop cycle uneventful. Had VFR flight following and sqwak code provided 
by KSNS Ground. KLVK was marginal VFR with clouds receding. the fog layer was deep but the south was 
clear of KSNS. The valley over San Martin had fog as well which was unusual. TOPs were 1800. VFR on 
top to east mountain range of San Martin.. then clear all the way to KLVK. 

 

First issue arose 30 minutes into flight. EGT as depicted in the shot of the JPI were in the 1400’s at 65% 
power with full rich mixture. One stutter occurred and I diverted to San Martin as a precaution. After ten 
minutes of flight and one precarious tweak of the mixture, given oil temp and EGT were already 
high…the plane’s EGT returned to normal operating temperatures at around 1100 or under.  

 

I descended out of 5500 feet at a mild 500 feet per minutes with 2100 RPM and 18 HGs of manifold 
pressure and mixture full rich. Did a circle land near the easterly windmills to shed altitude in 
anticipation of long final straight into 25 R. Approximately 2 KN out the EGTs went nuts again. I notified 
tower of the mechanical issue. There is a photo shot of the JPI at approximately 8 am of the engine 
monitor. You can see cylinder 4 in the yellow at 1500F.  The right tank shows empty but its not and I was 
on fuel selector both for landing. Tried to reengage full power to make the runway after a stutter started 
but engine died. I told the tower I was going to try and come in hot to keep the engine running but it 
simply died right after i applied full power. Mixture and Prop were already engage. Flaps were in at 10 
degrees and gear was already down when this happened. I put the plane into a 70KN glide and landed 
100 feet short of 25 R. Informed tower of engine out. I landed wings level and softly but hit a bunch of 
the ILS lights in my path to the runway which is what caused all the damage to the plane. I coasted onto 
the runway dead center and pulled the plane off the runway and on onto a taxiway . Its only my second 
time landing there so I am not that familiar with the taxiway I exited.  

 

I personally fueled the plane to the max on departure from Livermore on the Tuesday and only flew 1.5 
hrs from KLVK to Hollister and then onto KSNS the next day. Its weird that the fuel is pulling harder from 
right tank than left. This was not the case prior to the annual.   

 



The plane had an extensive annual 2 month before and has been out of commission having the pistons 
redone. We had been diagnosing fouled plugs on cylinders 3 and 4. Cordero Straub from Cord Aero in 
Monterey is our AP. He sent our pistons to Long Beach to be redone. They were bored 10 over, 
thoroughly inspected and reassembled with new pistons and rings. The plugs were new as well. Cord 
and I had just completed the break in the week before. There is less than 10 hours on the new pistons. I 
was instructed to fly gingerly for the first 25 hours while using mineral oil for the break in. Since the OAT 
was 80 during our break in and during the most recent flight to KLVK,  I didn’t lean out the aircraft to 
further exacerbate the oil temp issue. We were scheduled to replace the oil lines next at the 25 hrs oil 
change as the oil temps are exceedingly high given atmospheric conditions. Oil temps did not exceed 
240 degrees during my flight to KLVK but did reach 233 degrees.  

 

Also of note is the fact that the last annual had our magnetos rebuilt as they were at 450 hrs. At the end 
of the last flight with Cord he adjusted mixture, idle and oil pressure tested his tuning on a hot engine. 
We adjusted oil pressure to see if it would help with the oil temp issues. Idle was 650 and went to 700. 
Mixture was achieving the correct results on pullout of a change of approximately 50 RPM while done 
on the ground. Oil pressure in the green at about 62 PSI at cruise.  

 

This plane has the typical fuel dumps in the wings but also has one under the pilot seat and one in the 
engine bay. The fuel was leaking from the engine bay after I pulled the plane off the runway but this 
could have been a result of the collision with objects. …or not. Either way it wasn’t leaking when I did my 
walkthrough on the ground in Salinas and trust me when I say that the fuel gauges aren’t not accurate 
on the JPI. You should find 25 gallons of fuel still in the plane upon inspection. In fact we bought the new 
digital fuel sensors already but just didn’t have the money to install them after the last annual was , 
the pistons  and the piston installation .  Also of note is that if you flood the plane the 
overflow is the same tube in the engine bay.  

 








