
Accident Report                                         AWP2720220006                                                          6/30/2022 

 

 

Accident Date: 6/17/2022 

Aircraft: Bell 206B, Serial number 1764   ACTT 10623.8 

N90326 

Registered Owner: Alpine Helicopters Woodbridge Ca. 

Registration Expired: 12/31/2016 

AWC: Restricted 

 

Summary of Findings: 

 

Helicopter resting on L/H side in Almond tree orchard. Helicopter is intact other than a missing section 
of one the tail rotor blades. 

The resting helicopter is pointing on a heading of 120 SE. Landing gear appears to be intact with no signs 
of a hard landing under the fuselage structure and landing gear attachments. Tail boom, vertical 
stabilizer and horizontal stabilizer show signs of roll over damage. 

NOTE: Bottom Vertical Stabilizer shows signs on trailing edge damage possibly from tail rotor blade.  

Aircraft cabin has severe structural damage from the roll over on the left hand front door pillar. All 
controls cyclic, collective and tail rotor controls intact. 

Aircraft main transmission mount/restraint system on the top deck shows severe structural damage 
from the sudden stoppage of main rotor blades on roll over. 

The main rotor drive shaft coupling at forward transmission attachment has disintegrated from the 
sudden stoppage of main rotor transmission. 

Both main rotor blades show severe damage due to impact, sudden stoppage with ground upon roll 
over. 

Engine controls in engine compartment are still attached and safetied. 

Segmented tail rotor drive shaft from engine gearbox back to tail rotor gear box is intact but is not 
engaged at tail rotor gear box splined adapter.  Tail rotor was found free to rotate. 

Tail rotor gearbox was found free from its mount to the tail boom with all four mounting studs having 
been sheared off. The tail rotor gearbox mounting shims found scattered on ground approximately 10 
feet behind tail rotor mount. 



Tail rotor control bellcranks/rod ends at gearbox have sheared off. 

Tail rotor hub and blade assembly is still attached to the tail rotor gearbox. 

One tail rotor blade is severely damaged but shows little damage from rollover/ground impact.  

Over 80% of the other tail rotor blade is missing from the assembly. The remaining part is still bolted to 
tail rotor hub. 

The inside of the tail rotor gearbox top cowling shows signs of contact with tail rotor gearbox. 

NOTE: The missing Tail Blade section was found by Pilot/Owner the next day 2000’ feet to the North of 
helicopter in the almond tree orchard. 
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