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A. ACCIDENT  

Location: Grasme re , Id aho  
Date : May 8, 2022  
Time : 1419 MDT 

 2119 UTC  
Airp lane : N801DT, Exp e rime ntal amate ur-b uilt Comp  Air 8 SS52  

B. ACCIDENT SITE SUMMARY PARTICIPANTS 

NTSB-IIC Albert Nixon    
 NTSB, AS-WPR 
 Phoe nix, Arizona 
 

FAA Danie l Warnick 
 FAA Aviation Safe ty Insp e ctor 
 Boise , Id aho  
 
  

C. SUMMARY 

The  on-site  e xamination of the  airp lane  wre ckag e  was Examination was cond ucte d  on 
May 9, 2022, at the  accid e nt site  ne ar Grasme re  Airp ort (U91), Grasme re , Id aho . No 
e vid e nce  o f p re imp act me chanical failure s or malfunctions we re  note d  d uring  the  
e xamination of the  airframe  and  e ng ine  that would  have  p re clud e d  normal op e ration.  

DETAILS O F THE ACCIDENT SITE 

1 .0  Main  Accid e n t Site  

Examination of the  accid e nt site  re ve ale d  that the  airp lane  imp acte d  te rrain ab out 7 
nm southwe st of Grasme re  Airp ort, on a mag ne tic he ad ing  of ab out 034° and  at an 
e le vation o f ab out 5,780 ft. All major comp one nts of the  airp lane  we re  containe d  
within the  main wre ckag e  site . The  wre ckag e  d e b ris trail was ab out 150 ft long . The  
first id e ntifie d  p oint of contact was a g round  d isturb ance  whe re  the  le ft p osition lig ht 
was ob se rve d  b urie d . Sub se q ue ntly, ab out 20 ft furthe r, the  g round  marking s le ad  to  
a larg e  are a of d isturb e d  d irt, ab out 6 ft wid e  b y 15 ft long  in size  and  ab out 18 inche s 
d e e p . The  g round  scar continue d  from this are a to  the  main wre ckag e . The  airp lane  
came  to  re st ne ar the  top  of a ro lling  hill cove re d  with sag e  b rush. The re  was no  p ost 
imp act fire .    
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Pho to g rap h   1 : Airp lane  w re ckag e  a s vie w e d  fro m  the  rig h t  sid e . 

 

 
Pho to g rap h   2 : Rig h t  w ing  a s vie w e d  fro m  the  w ing  ro o t . 

 
The  fuse lag e  came  to  re st on a mag ne tic he ad ing  of ab out 269°. Both wing s we re  
se p arate d . The  le ft wing  was sig nificantly d amag e d  and  d isb and e d  and  the  rig ht 
wing  was re lative ly intact with some  outb oard  le ad ing -e d g e  d amag e  sustaine d . The  
front p ortion of the  fuse lag e , includ ing  the  instrume nt p ane l sustaine d  sub stantial 
imp act d amag e . The  e ng ine  was b e nt to  the  rig ht ab out 90°. Flig ht contro l continuity 
was e stab lishe d  to  the  rud d e r.   
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The re  was a strong  sme ll o f fue l at the  site  and  fue l staining  was ob se rve d  in the  so il 
o f the  g round  marking s. Both fue l cap s we re  found , and  e xamine d  and  no  anomalie s 
we re  no te d . 
 
Both horizontal stab ilize rs we re  se p arate d  and  found  in the  d e b ris trail ne ar the  main 
fuse lag e . The  ve rtical stab ilize r and  rud d e r we re  attache d  and  re lative ly intact.  
 
The  e ng ine  re maine d  p artially attache d  and  sustaine d  imp act d amag e . The  e ng ine  
acce ssorie s re maine d  attache d  and  we re  ap p e are d  to  b e  re lative ly intact. The  thre e -
b lad e d  p rop e lle r hub  se p arate d , and  all p rop e lle r b lad e s re maine d  attache d  to  the  
hub . O ne  b lad e  had  the  oute r p ortion se p arate d . The  p rop e lle r sp inne r was attache d . 
 
Misce llane ous p e rsonal and  carg o  ite ms we re  e stimate d  to  we ig ht ab out 300 
p ound s. A d amag e d  iPad  was re move d  for ship me nt to  the  lab oratory for p o te ntial 
d ownload  of d ata. Due  to  d amag e  sustaine d , no  information was ab le  to  b e  
d ownload e d  from the  iPad . 
 
The  accid e nt site  was ab out 1.100 ft north o f state  hig hway 51. 
 
 

Sub mitte d  b y: 
 
Alb e rt Nixon 
Se nior Aviation Accid e nt Inve stig ator 
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