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Air Safety Investigator (Field) 
AS-WPR 

AIRCRAFT DEPARTED THE NORTH LAS VEGAS AIRPORT FOR A PART 61 TRAINING FLIGHT. AFTER 
CONDUCTING FLIGHT TRAINING WEST OF LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, THE CFI HAD THE STUDENT FLY 
TO THE AREA OF RED ROCK CANYON FOR THE PURPOSE OF ORIENTATION. THE CFI THEN HAD 
THE STUDENT TURN BACK TOWARD THE NORTH LAS VEGAS AIRPORT AND TOLD THE STUDENT 
TO DEMONSTRATE A SIMULATED LOSS OF ENGINE POWER. THE STUDENT INITIATED THE 
PROCEDURE AT AN ALTITUDE OF APPROXIMATELY 4,000 FEET AGL. THE CFI STATED THAT AS HE 
ANNOUNCED THE BEGINNING OF THE PROCEDURE, THAT HE HAD SLIGHTLY LOWERED THE 
COLLECTIVE CONTROL; THAT THE STUDENT THEN LOWERED THE COLLECTIVE A BIT MORE, 
THOUGH THEY DID NOT OBSERVE A SPLIT BETWEEN THE ENGINE AND ROTOR RPM; THAT THE CFI 
THEN LOWERED THE COLLECTIVE EVEN FURTHER AND THEN SAW A SPLIT IN THE INDICATED RPM 
READINGS. THE CFI STATED THAT AFTER THE STUDENT WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE 
AUTOROTATION, THE CFI SCANNED THE INSTRUMENTS AND SAW THAT THE ENGINE RPM HAD 
DECREASED TO ZERO.  

THE CFI TOOK OVER CONTROL OF THE AIRCRAFT AND CONTINUED THE AUTOROTATION TO A 
VERY LARGE DESERT AREA. THE CFI STATED THAT THE TOUCHDOWN APPEARED NORMAL UPON 
TOUCHING DOWN, THOUGH THE AIRCRAFT THEN SUDDENLY STOPPED AND ROCKED FORWARD, 
WHEN ASKED, THE CFI STATED THAT THEY DID NOT MANUALLY ROLL THE THROTTLE OFF DURING 
THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE PRACTICE MANEUVER. AN INVESTIGATION OF THE CRASH SITE 
REVEALED THAT THE AIRCRAFT APPEARRED TO HAVE TOUCHED DOWN WITH SLIGHT GROUND 
DISTURBANCE ON TERRAIN THAT WAS FAIRLY LEVEL WITH A SLIGHT DOWNSLOPE; THAT AFTER 
TOUCHING DOWN, THE AIRCRAFT SLID INTO AN AREA WITH SOFTER SAND; THAT THE DAMAGE 
TO THE AIRCRAFT WAS CONSISTANT WITH THE AIRCRAFT ROCKING FORWARD WHILE QUICKLY 
STOPPING THE GROUND SLIDE AND THEN ROCKING BACK AND STRIKING THE TAIL ON THE 
GROUND. FLIGHT CONTROL CONTINUITY WAS ESTABLISHED. ALL PARTS OF THE AIRCRAFT WERE 
CONTAINED WITHIN THE CRASH SITE. THE AIRCRAFT HAD SUFFICIENT AMOUNT OF FUEL AND ALL 
CONTROLS AND SWITCHES WERE FOUND IN NORMAL POSITIONS. 
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