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BAMAGE :TOIiAIRCRAFT AND OTHER PROPERTY
.\ilr:r:rft l)tnrirge
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NARRATIVE HISTORY Of TLIOHT (pr""*
l)csoribt' trltlll tlcctltrod irt c,ltrortolog.ical ordcl. intlrLrlirrg circrrnrsllrrr:t-'s lc'ldirrsl to l
tt111l;1;lq ,li'lrrhtrlrort slclr'lr rl llcrlilt!.nl \ilaelr crlr:r slrcclr rl n,:cJcJ. Slt,lc Jc1,3il,,,.-,
dcstirratiorr. i)rolide as rnLroh dclarl ls possiblc.

N4992J lncident at Gila Bend (E63) on 05-13-2019 at about

d rtlltrlc ol'accidorrl irrcidcrrl J)escr.ibc tclrain arrtl irrclrrrlc
to and lrnd looalion. selr iccs obllinod. arrcl illerrrL:rl

1000 AZ time.

NoTE: Because of my loss of consciousness in this incident, I am unclear about allfacts. This is
my statement of facts based on the best of my recollection to date.

Flight began at Marana RegionalAirport (KAVa)to Gila Bend (E63), via AZ City as an in-air way
point, and then direct to E63. Flight following was used at 6500 ft. all of the wayto within 15
miles of E63. Weather was clear all the way. My route was chosen to be mountain free over
lnterstate B. I have flown the route many times.

Approaching E63 from the East at 4500 ft and descending I prepared for landing with GUMpS
check while listening to busy student pattern traffic. I did an early GUMPS to facilitate easy
descent into the pattern altitude. ldon't recollect whether I checked for green indicators or
not. As I neared the runway surface about 2 minutes out, I heard a buzzing that I thought was
the stallwarning indicator so I checked it out and concluded it was a false alarm. This modelhas
the automated gear extender and SINCE then I have realized that it was probably a gear down
transit/alert sound as it lowers the gear if it is not down. The only time that I heard the sound
before is doing slow flight and the gear deploys. lflared as normaland set down on the mains
when I heard what I now know was a prop strike sound but I had no idea what it was then. I

think that I added some power. The craft vectored to the left of the narrow runway. I

attempted to bring the plane to the right, The plane was in the adjacent dirt traveling in a yaw
directionintoadesertbermwhereitstopped. ldonotrememberjustwhatactionsltookthat
kept the plane upright but it worked. As soon as I regained consciousness, I attempted to get
out of the door fearing a fire. I think that I passed out but then I finally realized that the door
was not jammed bLlt latched. lwas able to get out on the wing and call 9j-1. lwas in some
shock and don't really know how long it took me to figure out how to extract myself from the
plane; maybe quickly maybe not; I was groggy.There were long parallelskid marks from the
main gear wheels on the runway but no nose wheel mark at allthat I could see when being
walked to the medical transportation. I have a Iimited remembrance of the whole event but
the Piper Arrow proved its ruggedness,

in ink)



neGOMMENDATlON trfo, *rfJ tf,i* r""lo"rxlin"ident have b".n pr.*nt.d

It is hard to provide lessons learned since my fragmentary remembrance of the event other
than something that I normally do religiously and that is to check for 3 green indicators. I

usually do three GUMpS check with last one on short final. lthought I did that but my memory
is kind of foggy about it. I harJ the mains but don't know what happened with the nose wheel.

I would try to tune-out the foreign pilot chatter distraction and just use visualcues on final.

lf something unexpected occurs on finalthat is a puzzle no matter how innocuous it seems do a
go-a round,
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\\'as tht'r'r'\lechanical i\lalfunction/l:'ailrrr.r,? D yr,s E No
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