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NARRATIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT of Cessna 7033Q on 3/31/2019:   
 
Normal run-up procedures, which included magneto check and the application of carburetor 
(carb) heat.  Upon carb heat application there was an excessive drop in RPMs.   
 
The following email was sent by Steve Bonak, owner/operator regarding the rented aircraft, 
7033Q and carburetor heat:(italics mine): 

I have had reports from several of you about a large RPM drop when carb heat is applied. 

I have checked the system, and all is proper, in fact the air box is almost new. 

I have determined that the mixture becomes overly rich when this happens, so you just lean the 
mixture and it runs smooth. 

Also I recommend leaning a bit after T.O., you will notice an RPM increase. 

Please call with any comments or questions. 

Steve 

Proceeded with a normal take off and climb out on Runway 23.  Shortly after turning crosswind 
on 23 and exiting the traffic pattern, I began to experience engine roughness and increasing 
loss of power.  Reviewed my check list e.g. carb heat, throttle, mixture, fuel supply, oil 
pressure.  Applied carb heat however engine became very rough and did not have a rise in RPM, 
therefore I turned off heat due to concern of further aggravating engine performance.  At an 
altitude of 3500-4000 feet it did not occur to me to initiate leaning procedure at that moment.  
I quickly made the decision to return to the airport, KPVF.  Flight terminated with an off-field 
landing just short of Runway 23 by approx. 50-75 yards.  (See photographs from Mt. Democrat 
newspaper next page) 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 



In an email dated April 18, 2019, the pilot stated: 
 
Mr. Simpson, 
 
In response to your questions: 
 
1.  How many flight hours of experience do you have in the accident airplane,  0.7 
Hours 
 
2.  and can you go into more detail regarding the carb heat drop during the run up, 
specifically:  Upon run-up, with throttle set @ 1700, upon application of carburetor 
heat the RPMs dropped to >400.   

3.  You mentioned that the drop was about 200 rpm, what drop in rpm do you typically 
notice when flying either the accident airplane, or the C172 you typically fly?  The RPMs 
dropped > 400 in 7033Q.  The carbureted C172, I have flown in the past typically 
dropped around 100-200 RPMs with application of carburetor heat. 

4.  Was this the first time you experienced an excessive drop in this airplane?  No.  The 
first time I had flown 33Q, on March 12, 2019.  During the run-up and during the 
traffic pattern work, specifically during descent for landing. 
 
I hoped that helped, 
 
Art Gonzalez 
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