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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

Fabian Salazar 

Air Safety Investigator 

National Transportation Safety Board 

Office of Aviation Safety – Western Pacific Region 

 

NTSB Accident Number: WPR19LA097 

Aircraft Registration & Make/Model: MDHI 369HS  

Accident Location: Newberg, OR. 

Accident Date: March 17, 2019 

 

Note: The following interviews were documented by the Investigator –In-Charge (IIC), Fabian 

Salazar. 

 

 

  

Interview #1 Summary 

 

Robert Taylor 

Pilot 

 

Interview date and time:  March 17, 2019 

 

 He said he started the flight from South Lewis County Airport (KTDO) with about 170 pounds 

of fuel onboard. He took off at about 1400 Pacific standard time and he transported two 

passengers to a private property. The flight lasted about 38 minutes including run up. He 

remained shut down for about 2 hours. He then picked up a different passenger and the two 

entered the helicopter for the second leg of the day’s flight. They departed the private property 

and were destined for MMV. He said about five to six minutes into the flight he had just crossed 

a ridge and the engine began to lose power but did not quit. The pilot told the passenger they 

were going down and to look for a landing spot. They selected a spot that required a 180 turn. 

Upon touchdown the left landing skid dug into the ground causing the helicopter to roll onto its 

right side. The pilot stated that the engine was not making noise when they were stopped. He 

shut off the fuel and turned the key off and egressed the helicopter. When asked about the 

possibility of running the helicopter out of fuel the pilot stated that he did not think so because he 

the low fuel light was set at 14.5 gallons and that should have given him an hour’s fuel based on 
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the helicopter burning 14 gallons per hour. When asked about a mechanical issue the pilot stated 

that he did not believe that was the case.  

 

In a subsequent interview, the pilot stated that he had topped off the helicopter’s fuel tank earlier 

[March 2, 2019] and had flown 1.9 to 2.0 hours on that fuel load. He thought the helicopter was 

using about 14 to 16 gallons per hour. He stated that he did not think anything mechanical had 

occurred and he also did not think the helicopter had exhausted its fuel supply due to the LOW 

FUEL light illuminating and his belief that the light indicated one hour’s worth of fuel or 14 

gallons. The pilot stated that he had to recover about ten gallons of fuel-soaked dirt found 

underneath the helicopter after its recovery. He stated fuel was leaking out of the fuel tank port 

while the helicopter was on its right side. 

 

The pilot provided a detailed account of the flight that is included below: 

 

 
 

 

Interview #2 Summary 

 

Aaron Taylor 

Passenger and Brother of the pilot 

 

 In a phone interview with the passenger, he stated that his brother, the pilot, had flown to his 

property and picked him up. They were going to fly to MMV for fuel. The took off and 

everything was normal. About 5 to 6 minutes into the flight the engine quit, and they began 

looking for a place to land. They had selected one spot but it had a pole in the way, so they 

turned to land in a school. When they landed the helicopter rolled onto its side. He got out of the 

helicopter. 

 

  

 

    


