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Narra t ive : 
 
Accord ing  to the  p ilo t his route  of flight was from Arlington to Pre sid io . He  e stimated  that the 
flig ht would  b e  3 hours and  40 minute s; he  had  the  airp lane fue led  with 50 gallons, which he  
e stimated  to  b e  5 hours of flight. The  p ilot sta ted  that the  flight manual ind icated  that he was 
to  takeoff with the rig ht fue l tank se lected , fly for an hour, and  then switch to  the  le ft fue l tank. 
His intent was to fly on the  le ft tank for 2 hours, and  then switch b ack to  the  right fue l tank for 
the  remaind e r of flig ht and  landing . He  had  flown p ast Alpine , Texas, and  was ove r the  
mountains when the  eng ine b eg an to sp utte r. The  fue l se lector switch was in the rig ht tank 
p osition at this time , and  he  switched  to the  le ft fue l tank. The  eng ine ran without any further 
issues, until he ran the left fuel tank d ry. At that p oint, he was still ove r mountains. The  p ilo t 
ob se rved  a  ranch with a d irt strip , and  he  land ed  the re  without incid ent. The  p ilo t sta ted  that 
the  ranch was empty, and  he had  no ce ll se rvice to  call for he lp . He  examined  the  airp lane  
and  d e termined  that the rig ht fue l tank was emp ty, and  the le ft tank had  ove r 15 gallons of 
fue l. He  started  the  engine , and  it is “missing ” again, so  he  sat on the  ground for a  few 
minute s until the  engine ran smooth. He took off from the  d irt strip  with the  intent to  continue 
the  flig ht ove r the mountains to PRS. The  airp lane  climb ed  to 5,500 fee t when the  engine 
b eg an to  surg e  and  “missing .” The  p ilot mad e  a d istre ss call, and  b ecause  he  was in the  
mountains, there  was no  p lace to land .  The flig ht was ab out 7 mile s from Presid io and  the  
airp lane  continued to lose  altitud e . Ap p roximately 6 mile s from the  airp ort, the eng ine  q uit. 
The  p ilot a ttempted  to land  in a d ry rive rb ed ; however, the  airp lane  stalled  ab out 20 fee t 
ab ove  the  ground  and  the  land ing  g ear struck a b rush b e fore  coming  to  land  upright.  
 
The  p ilot was ab le  to  shut d own the  airp lane , activated  the  ELT, and  called  911. 
   




