


























The flight started at 11:00 MST from Yuma AZ KNYL with all tanks filled, mains and tip tanks topped off
and checked by the pilot. The standard preflight checks were completed with no issues noted including
oil level. The flight environment was warm and clear for most of the flight. The pilot was aware that
there was some MVFR conditions that would be possible in the area of Paine Field Everett WA at the

time of arrival.

The pilot watched his onboard NEXRAD weather as the trip progressed and determined that it would be
prudent to file an IFR flight for the last portion of the flight, beginning in North Centrol Oregon. Using
Foreflight, the pilot filed an IFR flight starting over the intersection of CEVBI (near the Dalles) and at a
flight level of 16,000 ft. The pilot activated the flight and was assigned the requested flight level of
16,000 ft. The pilot was eventually given the CHINS Three arrival. The pilot was directed to cross and
maintain 11000 at RADDY intersection. On the CHINS arrival after RADDY and before HUMPP
intersection, ATC diverted pilot to the North to get around significant precipitation.

While flying North for a short time and at level 11,000 feet for several minutes, the pilot noticed zero oil
pressure and nearly zero manifold pressure on the 10-550B39 Turbo Normalized engine. Immediately
the pilot declared an emergency to ATC; at that time the engine there was a loud bang like the engine
had thrown a rod. The cabin immediately filled with smoke and oil sprayed all over the front
windscreen, causing little to no visibility.

The pilot closed off the engine to cabin air knob, but the smoke still completely filled the cabin. The
pilot pulled back the throttle and prop to aid in glide distance, but once there was no oil pressure the
prop control most likely made no effect on the pitch. The engine seemed to continue to break apart,
emitting loud noises as if more rods or cylinders were breaking. Changes to the throttle made no
difference, back or forth, since the engine was producing no power - but there was still some free-
wheeling of the prop. At this point, the pilot opened the small window on the pilot’s side and most of
the smoke got sucked out the window. The vibration of the entire aircraft from the start of the first
engine break up/bang was incredible; every time a new breaking sound would happen, a significantly
different frequency of vibration would take over. The breaking up took place for at least 4 minutes at
the front end of the 8.5 minute glide. The autopilot was knocked off line during the initial
explosion/bang and resulting vibration, and was never tried again. The pilot hand-flew the plane using
instruments to establish the best rate of glide of 90 knots. Because the prop control was most likely
having no effect when pulled back, the maximum wind resistance was likely in effect during the entire
decent.

The area over the Cascade mountains was mostly IMC; the pilot could see small openings to view the
ground and terrain only a few times over the 8.5 minute glide duration. The plane broke out of the
clouds at roughly 1500 AGL. At this point, the engine finally fully seized and stopped the prop. The oil
had cleared a small amount from the windscreen, and the pilot took advantage of this small
improvement in visibility to look for landing options in conjunction with directions from ATC.

ATC initially gave the pilot vectors to go west, with the intent to make the Auburn WA airfield. However,
it was immediately clear that the aircraft could not achieve that distance. The controller then changed
to direct the pilot to a more southerly course, intending the pilot to land at a small 2000 ft. grass glider
field (WN76). There were few, if any;, places to land the plane before the grass field, so the pilot
proceeded to the field as directed although the heading for that grass landing field was perpendicular to
the route of flight. As the pilot flew closer to the clearing, it became apparent that landing on the field



could not be achieved. At that point, the pilot decided that the safest and best solution would be a
controlled flight into the trees in the surrounding terrain. Continuing to try for the best distance to the
field, the pilot kept the gear and the flaps stowed. To slow down the airspeed, the pilot flared slowly
just before contact with the top of the trees. The airplane clipped a few tree tops; which removed the

tail and the left wing from the aircraft. A final tree caught the plane more firmly, stopping horizontal
progress and turning it into vertical progress. The aircraft rapidly dropped down from the tree tops,
contacting the ground in a left-hand banking configuration.

The plane glided approximately 12 nautical miles during the 8.25 minute descent before contacting with
ground.

During the fall through the trees, the fuselage impacted a single tree undercarriage first; this caused the
plane to fold around the tree so that the engine was pointing opposite the fuselage. The aircraft was a
total loss. There was no damage to property other than scaring of the impacted trees. The pilot was
shook up but lucid and able to reach his cell phone, the pilot called his wife and left a message, and then
dialed 911. Due to additional 911 calls from ATC and perhaps other public observers, the paramedics
had already been dispatched when the pilot called. First responders located the wreckage and pilot
approximately 20 minutes after impact. The pilot was taken by ambulance to Harborview Hospital in
Seattle, with two fractured ankles, a fractured sternum, and a number of surface lacerations and
bruises.
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