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ACCIDENT: 
Location: Silver City, ID 
Date: 09/30/2018 
Aircraft: Cessna 210M, Registration Number: N732MN, Serial #: 21061628 
NTSB IIC:      Jack Vanover 

EXAMINATION PARTICIPANTS:  
Jackie Vanover 
Aviation Accident Investigator 
National Transportation Safety Board 
Federal Way, WA 98003 

Robert Nance 
Principle Avionics Inspector 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Boise, Idaho 

    Kurt Gibson 
Air Safety Investigator 
Continental Motors Group 
Mobile, AL 36615 
 
 

Henry Soderlund 
Senior Air Safety Investigator 

    Textron Aviation 
    Wichita KS 

 
 

  

HISTORY OF FLIGHT 
On September 30, 2018, about 0837 mountain daylight time, a Cessna 210M airplane, N732MV, 
impacted mountainous terrain about 4.5 miles northwest of Silver City, Idaho. The private pilot 
and both passengers were fatally injured. A post-impact fire ensued, and the airplane was 
destroyed. The airplane was registered to T and C Aircraft Corporation and operated by the pilot 
as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations part 91 as a personal flight. Visual meteorological 
conditions prevailed at the accident site about the time of the accident and no flight plan was 
filed. The flight originated from Sunrise Skypark Airport (ID40), Marsing, Idaho about 0810 and 
was destined for Murphy Airport (1U3), Murphy, Idaho. 
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Figure 1: View of accident location relative to nearest city. 

According to Mike Reed, he flew the airplane down to Reno for the Reno Air Races and returned 
the airplane on September 17, 2018. Before he returned the airplane, he filled it up. Mike spoke 
with Helen Malmberg (Girlfriend of the Pilot), she informed him that the airplane had not been 
flown since Mike returned it. Based on this information, the airplane should have been full fuel 
before the accident flight departure.  

According to family members of the pilot, the two passengers on board had won the flight in a 
raffle drawing.  

A witness located approximately 6.5 miles north of the accident reported seeing a white airplane 
about 0830, about 500 ft above the ground flying south.  

Two witness that were out hunting, 1 mile west of the accident site, saw the accident airplane fly 
up a draw that runs south to north and then cross over a mountain in a generally west to east 
direction. They lost visual of the airplane and then saw a plum of smoke soon after. They went to 
their vehicle, drove to an area of phone reception and called 911.  

The Idaho State Communication office was notified at 0859 by the Air Force Rescue 
Coordination Center (AFRCC) that an active ELT was detected about the accident site. THE 
AFRCC detected a signal at 0837, two minutes after the last radar return.  
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A friend of the accident pilot was also notified by the Idaho Division of Aeronautics and flew out 
to the area. While in the area, about 1 mile east of the accident site, about 6,500 ft, his onboard 
Garmin 3XG showed wind was from the southwest at 38 knots.  

PERSONNEL INFORMATION 

The pilot, age 73, held a private pilot certificate for airplane single-engine land, and a third-class 
airman medical certificate issued December 1, 2016, with the limitation that he "must have 
available glasses for near vision.". The pilot's logbook was not recovered at the time of this 
examination. During his last medical exam, he reported 4,420 total flight hours with 150 hours 
being in the last six months. The pilot was operating under the provisions of BasicMed.  

BasicMed Course Date: 12/4/2017 and BasicMed CMEC Date: 12/1/2017. 

AIRCRAFT INFORMATION 

The six-seat, high-wing single-engine airplane, serial number 21061628, was manufactured in 
1976, and equipped with a turbocharged Teledyne Continental TSIO-520-R engine, serial 
number 269561-R and equipped with a McCauley model D3A34C402-C constant speed 
propeller (Serial No’s. A-NA106, B-NA099, C-NA106). Review of the airplane’s maintenance 
logbooks indicated that an annual inspection had been performed on August 13, 2018, at a total 
airframe time of 6,801.1 and a tachometer time of 827.2 flight hours. At that time, the engine had 
accumulated 827.2 flight hours since new. The tachometer read 1,059.8 hours at the accident 
site. 

 

Figure 2: View of Annual Engine Entry. 
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Figure 3: View of Airframe Annual Entry. 

 

Figure 4: View of Propeller Annual Entry. 
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WRECKAGE AND IMPACT INFORMATION 

The airplane impacted mountainous terrain about 4.5 miles northwest of Silver City, Idaho and a 
post impact fire ensued.  

Investigators from the NTSB, FAA, Textron Aviation, and Continental Motors accessed the 
wreckage on October 1 thru October 2, 2018. The wreckage was located in a valley that 
gradually sloped downward in a East to West direction. The wreckage debris field from initial 
impact to the last found piece of wreckage was approximately 379 feet in an overall South to 
North orientation. The main wreckage was located at GPS N43.07521 and W116.77118, 
approximately 6,656 ft elevation. The first identified point of contact with terrain was located at 
GPS N43.07504 and W116.77114, which contained ground scarring and a fragment of the left 
wing red navigation light lens. The last piece of debris was a propeller located at GPS 
N43.076075 and W116.771025.  

Description Lat Long 
Left Wing Tip 43.07502 -116.77112 
Large Impact Crater 43.07511 -116.77114 
Right Wing Tip 43.07519 -116.77119 
Prop Hub and Blade A 43.07513 -116.77118 
Blade B 43.07517 -116.77115 
Main Wreckage 43.07521 -116.77118 
Blade C 43.076075 -116.77114 
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Figure 5: View of the Initial Impact Point (IIP). 
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Figure 6: View of Debris Path. 
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Figure 2: View of Approximant impact angle. 
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Figure 3: View of Large Impact Crater. 

The main wreckage was located between the first point of impact and the last piece of debris. 
The main wreckage consisted of the fuselage, engine, both wings, and empennage. The fuselage, 
both wings, and empennage were mostly thermally destroyed during the post impact fire.  

 

Figure 09: View of Main Wreckage. 
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Figure 10: View of Main Wreckage. 

The fuel selector was found in the right tank position.  

 

Figure 4: View of Fuel Selector 
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The landing gear was in the up position. The flap jack actuator was measured approximately 1.8 
inches (10° of Flap).  

 

Figure 5: View of flap jack screw. 
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Cockpit Instruments 

The post-impact fire consumed most of the flight instrument faces with the exception of the 
attitude indicator (60° Heading, 50° Bug). 

Elevator continuity was established from the control columns to the bellcrank which connected 
to the elevator arm assembly. Elevator Trim was neutral.  

The aileron interconnect and right aileron direct cable exhibited tension overload separations in 
the cabin overhead. All other cables, turnbuckles and bellcranks remained intact 

 

Figure 6: View of interconnect and direct aileron cable tension overload separation. 

Rudder continuity was established from the rudder pedals to the rudder bellcrank.  

ENGINE 
Examination of the engine, a Teledyne Continental TSIO-520-R, serial number 269561, 
exhibited some impact damage. All six cylinders remained attached to the engine crankcase. The 
propeller, right magneto, alternator, vacuum pump, and throttle and metering assembly were 
separated from the engine. The left magneto remained attached. The intake and exhaust exhibited 
impact damage. The intake and exhaust pushrod tubes for all cylinders remained intact. The top 
spark plugs and rocker arm covers were removed. The cylinders were borescope and no anomiles 
were noted. The engine crankshaft was manually rotated by hand at the engine driven fuel pump. 
Rotational continuity was established throughout the engine and valve train. Thumb compression 
and suction was obtained on all six cylinders.  
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The left magneto displayed extensive thermal damage. The drive was rotated by hand and no 
binding was noted. No spark was observed from the primary ignition leads when rotated. The 
distributor cap was removed, and all of the internal components were thermally destroyed.   

The right magneto displayed extensive thermal damage. The drive was rotated by hand and no 
binding was noted. No spark was observed from the primary ignition leads when rotated. The 
distributor cap was removed, and all of the internal components were thermally destroyed.   

Ignition harness displayed thermal and impact damage. Several primary ignition leads were 
severed and the insulation was burned on all leads. No anomiles were noted.  

The top spark plugs, Tempes URHB32E’s, were removed. All six spark plugs exhibited normal 
wear.  

The engine driven fuel pump displayed extensive thermal and impact damage. The drive 
coupling remained intact, but unable to be manually rotated. The fuel pump was disassembled, 
and extensive thermal damage was noted.  

The throttle and metering assembly displayed extensive thermal and impact damage.  

The fuel nozzles were removed, and thermal and impact damage was noted. No’s 1, 5, and 6 
were blocked and No. 4 was partially blocked.  

The Turbo charger was manually rotated on scene and rotational scoring was observed.  

The propeller was separated from the crankshaft propeller flange. Blades B and C separated from 
the propeller hub and were located within the debris field (Blades were labeled A, B, and C for 
photographic purposes). 

Propeller Hub 



 

15 | P a g e  
 

 

Figure 7: View of Propeller Hub 

Blade A 



 

16 | P a g e  
 

 

Figure 8: View of Blade A. 

Blade B 

 

Figure 9: View of Blade B. 

Blade C 

 

Figure 10: View of Blade C. 
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MEDICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL INFORMATION  

SURVIVAL ASPECTS  

Four seatbelt buckles were found latched. Two buckles were found in the aft section of the 
airframe unlatched. 

TESTS AND RESEARCH 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

2017- the pilot had a ground loop in the accident airplane at sunrise Skypark ID40.  
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