




From: eyewitnessreport
To: Smith Maja
Subject: FW: San Diego aircraft crash 12/9/17
Date: Monday, December 11, 2017 4:22:48 AM

Statement sent to us.

Regards,
 
Erik

-----Original Message-----
From: Witness
Sent: Sunday, December 10, 2017 12:30 AM
To: eyewitnessreport <eyewitnessreport@ >
Subject: FW: San Diego aircraft crash 12/9/17

________________________________________
From: Eli Cook
Sent: Sunday, December 10, 2017 5:30:03 AM (UTC+00:00) Monrovia, Reykjavik
To: Witness
Subject: San Diego aircraft crash 12/9/17

This evening at approximately 1630 hours I was walking my two dogs in Olive Grove Park talking to a neighbor
who was also walking his dog. We were in the southeast corner of the park near the fence separating the park and
the playground of Lafayette Elementary School.

While talking we heard an airplane that had recently taken off from Montgomery Field overhead.  The engine of the
plane seemed to backfire and quit. We both looked up to see a single engine aircraft traveling westbound. The plane
began making a northbound turn as we listened to hear if the engine were running or not. We heard several pops that
sounded like more backfires but never heard the motor running.

I am familiar with Montgomery Field because I have flown on small aircraft from the airport numerous times over
the past 5 years and knew the pilot was attempting to return to land. I could see the plane had retractable landing
gear that was still up so I hoped the engine was running but the sound was being drowned out by other nearby
aircraft. As the plane continued its course back to Montgomery I noticed it was losing altitude and saw the landing
gear lower (by now the plane was traveling eastbound). At this point I realized the plane wouldn’t make it back to
Montgomery Field.

The plane had been heading eastbound towards Montgomery Field but made a sharp southbound turn and I realized
the pilot was going to attempt a landing in the field behind the elementary school or the park I was in. By now the
plane was very low and headed directly at me and my neighbor. We began running but I looked back to see the
plane touch down approximately 30-40 yards before the end of the field. The plane quickly hit the fence separating
the school grounds and the houses back yard.. the plane went through the fence and into a house with a very loud
bang and instantly burst into flames..

There was a large party happening in the park as well as a group of people playing flag football and a small pickup
soccer game.. multiple people rushed to the crash site in an attempt to help but were unable to do anything due to the
flames. I myself didn’t approach the crash. Somewhere between 5 and 10 minutes after the crash there was a large
explosion but I don’t know if it was the plane or the house the plane collided with.

I could see a man and woman had escaped the wreckage relatively unscathed. People in the crowd said the man was
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piloting the plane. The woman was hysterical.

I assume the crash happened at 1634 hours because that is when I called 911, immediately after the crash.

I don’t know if my statement is any help to your investigation but I’m happy and willing to answer any questions
you might have.

Eli Cook



From: eyewitnessreport
To: Smith Maja
Subject: FW: San Diego Small Plane Crash
Date: Monday, December 11, 2017 4:21:14 AM

Hi Maja,
This came in from a witness. I advised him if you need any additional info you would contact him.

Regards,
 
Erik

-----Original Message-----
From: Chris King [mailto:cmking99@ ]
Sent: Saturday, December 9, 2017 10:48 PM
To: eyewitnessreport <eyewitnessreport@ntsb.gov>
Subject: San Diego Small Plane Crash

I witnessed the plane struggling before the crash.  He was flying low and slow over the nearby Soup Plantation
parking lot where I was standing.  The pilot was clearly struggling to stay airborne at slow speed as the plane was
dipping left and right before he turned to the right towards the nearby airfield.  The engine was oscillating and
backfiring.  I got 4 seconds of video showing the pilot dropping his landing gear just before impact but from quite a
ways away.  It’s after he execute his right turn.  Contact me if interested.  I think it’s a bit too large to email.

Chris King

Sent from my iPhone
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