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Engine examination field notes 
N957TA 

Cessna 172N 
AV-Tech Services, LLC, Auburn, WA 

August 22, 2017 
 
 
Attending: 
Tom Little (NTSB IIC) 
Bruce Kitlinger (FAA) 
Scott Peterson (FAA) 
AV-Tech owner assisting with teardown – Jeff Poschwatta 
AV-Tech technician assisting with teardown – Taylor Bezdicek 
 
Date: August 22, 2017 
 
Time:   0800 – 1500 pdt 
 
 
Visual examination findings: 
 
 

• 4 bolts missing that secure the right side of the accessory case 
 

• 1 loose bolt on the left side of the accessory case 
 

• Upper right magneto nut loose 
 

• Bottom right magneto hold down nut loose 
 

• On right side of the accessory case mating flange – separation observed 
 

• Right magneto was loose 
 

• Right magneto accessory gear area – significant amount of aluminum 
shavings observed 
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• Left magneto accessory gear area – significant amount of aluminum 
shavings observed

• Main vacuum pump (sn: OA4N10) no anomalies noted

• Standby vacuum pump (sn: )9T805) no anomalies noted

• Temperature sensor – no anomalies noted

• Oil bypass valve – no anomalies noted

• Oil filer housing – no anomalies noted

• Fuel pump – no anomalies noted

• Oil filter housing – no anomalies noted

• Impeller and body of oil pump – impeller would not rotate. Remnants of 
aluminum shavings observed

• Oil sump – extensive amount of metal shavings observed

• Crankshaft (sn: 13B47121-85)
 observed broken into two (2) pieces at mid-span
 component retained for further examination at NTSB lab

• Bearing passages:
 rear/main oil passage clear
 middle passages welded shut

Thomas M. Little
Senior Aviation Accident Investigator
Investigator-In-Charge 
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