
From:
To:
Cc: ; ; ; 
Subject: RE: N4244T information
Date: Friday, July 7, 2017 5:55:10 PM
Attachments: Witness Accounts Piper Cherokee Accident JUN302017_v1.docx.pdf

Hello Mr. 
 
I am going to start to coordinate the teardown of the engine/wreckage for the accident.  I will try to
get this coordinated for late next week and I will be sure to have another Airworthiness Inspector
with me to preside over the teardown.
Could you please send me a checklist of what you would like accomplished so that I can relay it to
the A&P Technician we have acquired for the job ( )?
 
Additionally, I’d like to include the witness accounts, as well as a sketch of the scene.
Please find the following attachments:
 

1-      Witness Accounts Piper Cherokee Accident JUN302017 v1 – these are the notes of the
witness accounts. 

2-      N4244T Google Map Layout – This is a simple sketch of the scene – taken from witness
accounts (for flight path)

 
 
 
In regards to the eyewitness accounts, most are on-scene only about 45 minutes after, with the
exception of , who was interviewed 7/7/17.   provided us with the
details of the flight path that you see in the sketch.
 
Today, Mr.  spoke with the owner ( ) and was told the following:
 

·         The aircraft records were on-board the aircraft and burned in the wreckage
·         The aircraft was fueled with auto gas

 
 
It is also important to point out that Mr.  also had the opportunity to speak with the occupant of
the Rear seat of the aircraft ).  Mr.  stated that the Right Pilot
( ) took control of the aircraft (just prior to the wreck) and mentioned that he cut off the mixture
(and power) to the aircraft just prior to impact.
 
 
Thanks,
 

Airworthiness Inspector – FAA




Aircraft:   Cherokee Piper P-28 180 
Owner:  Jahn Mueller 
Date:     June 30, 2017 
Time:   13:17 
Police Report:   17-243274 (HPD) 
Passengers:  3 
Injuries:   3 Serious Condition, taken to Queens Medical Center 
Fatalities:  NONE 
 
Location:  Mapunapuna Canal Overpass (H-1, just East of Mapunapuna Off-ramp Eastbound), Between 
Parking staging area (Paa Street) and Ballard Mortuary.  Wreckage came to rest under H-1 Overpass at 
compass: (21 Deg 20’ 41.43” N, 157 Deg 53’ 36.55” W).  
 


On Scene:  


HPD – Officer C. Bueno, Nolan Honohano (Captain); Sherriff Dept.; HFD; HFD – Airports (Assistant Fire 


Chief Fortuno - In charge of recovery); Coast Guard (2 people); DOT Engineer; FAA (Joe Monfort; Tim 


Cislo; Randy Reese; Frank Fenlon)  


 


 


Notes and Witness Interviews 


 


Witnesses: 
Witness #1: Harley Bone (808) 551-5663 – First on Scene 
Witness #2: Mackenzie Young: Not available for interview 
Witness #3: Justin Taafaki (808) 366-0247 
Witness #4: Jason Wessel (808) 781-8276 
 
 


Witness #1:  Harley Bone (male, first on scene); Phone – 808-551-5663: 


Interviewers: Frank Fenlon, Tim Cislo 


- Was fueling personal vehicle at Texaco on Ahua/Kikowaena street when he noticed an aircraft 


approx. 30 feet off the ground making a LH turn into the canal and aircraft appeared to be out of 


control (left wing low). 


- Harley stated seeing the following: 


o No smoke, nothing unusual about aircraft 


o Aircraft had a low angle and was traveling somewhat slow (approx. 30/MPH)  


o Aircraft disappeared from view and then he heard a loud bang (impact) 







- Harley then ran to the crash site, and when he got there someone was already out of the aircraft 


and walking around disoriented, Harley noticed that the aircraft was on fire and started to 


instruct the occupants that the aircraft was on fire and that they needed to get out. 


- Harley confirmed that there were 3 occupants.  All passengers were moving, but were injured 


and disoriented. 


- Harley stated that he was told: “the engine just quit” 


- Harley was then joined by eyewitness #2 Mackenzie Young, who then assisted Harley with the 


passenger extraction. 


- Harley and MacKenzie where then joined by Jason Wessel and Justin Taafaki who saw the 


aircraft crash from their vehicle while driving to airport (these were 3rd and 4th on scene). Justin 


and Jason then assisted in removing the passengers. 


 


Witness #2: Mackenzie Young (808) 398-4725 Servco Toyota 2850 Pukoloa St Suite 200 Honolulu, HI 


96819 


- Interviewed on 07/07/2017 


- Mackenzie’s Account of what happened (paraphrased): 


- Was outside with a customer when noticed a low-flying aircraft fly over the dealership about 


200-300 Yards up in the air.  It was rolling side-to-side and headed towards the gas station, 


when it went between the brown building and the trees and took a sharp left into the 


gulley/ravine. Mackenzie ran to where he saw the aircraft headed and saw the aircraft under 


the bridge of H-201.  He saw 4 men (later identified as the 3 occupants of the aircraft and Harley 


Bone) and 3 of them were quite banged up.  Described as “dazed”.  One person was bleeding 


from the eye socket; two were bleeding from their jaw area.  The largest man appeared to be 


the most banged up, and it was mentioned that his pants were all ripped up. 


- Mackenzie mentioned that as time went by, one occupant made a call on his cell phone and 


stated that: “the plane lost power”. 


- After the aircraft cleared the trees, it went nose down into the canal. 


- There was no smoke of fire present when MY saw the aircraft in the air. 


- There was black smoke and a small fire on the engine/front of the aircraft when MY arrived at 


the scene of the wreckage. 


- Mackenzie was standing outside in the center of the Toyota Parking lot. 


 


Witness #3: Justin Taafaki (808) 366-0247 1515 Nuuanu Ave, Honolulu, HI 96817 


- Justin and Jason Wessel (witness #4) were driving by the airport when they saw the aircraft take 


off.   


- Justin is a pilots with Island Air 


- Justin noticed the aircraft with “low power” and “sinking”. 


- Justin saw the aircraft dip down and the “wing go over” 







- Justin was the 3rd or 4th person on scene and started to assist Harley and Mackenzie remove the 


passengers from the wreckage and relocate them to safety. 


- Justin stated that the PIC of the aircraft stated to him that the aircraft “lost power”. 


- Justin stated that the PIC had a mouth full of blood and was disoriented. 


- Justin stated that the PIC fingers were all broken back  


- Justin will have a police report filled out 


 


Witness #4:  Jason Wessel (808) 781-8276 924 Hausten St.  Honolulu, HI 96826 


- Jason was with Justin driving in the car.  They were driving on Nimitz, going to the airport to pick 


up a family member. 


- Jason stated that he saw the aircraft having trouble with a steep angle of attack, trying to turn 


- Jason (with Justin) joined Harley and Mackenzie in removing the passengers and getting them to 


safety. 


- Jason will have a police report filled out 


 


Notes: 


There was a man named Michael Parker (808) 277-0772 who showed up on scene.  Parker was to fly the 


same aircraft later in the day, and had spoken with Jenn Phizer (the Chief Pilot) and Mr. Jahn Mueller 


(owner) on his way to the scene.  He stated that he and Jenn fly the aircraft the most. 


 


 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Version History: 


v1: Added the witness account of Mackenzie Young, and the photo indicating the final flight path to the 


wreckage site. 








