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Due to the labyrinth seals that are used in the shaft bearings of the turbo unit, the presence of oil in this part of the unit is indicative 
of a failure of the turbocharger. The turbo was found to spin freely so this does not suggest a mechanical failure.  
 
Upon further inspection the hose that connects the air inlet to the turbo charger inlet was found to have de-laminated or collapsed. 
This would lead to a partial vacuum in the turbo inlet and prevent the turbo from supplying the correct air inlet pressure to the 
engine. 
 

 
 

The induction system hose between the air-box and the turbocharger inlet. The bulge indicated is evidence of delamination 
(collapse) or the hose that has begun to correct itself due to the elastic properties of the hose material. Any delamination when the 
turbo was active would quickly result in the airflow coming into the turbo being reduced and therefore the turbocharger unit become 

ineffective. 
 

 
Preliminary probable cause 

 
This incident is still under investigation by the NTSB and FAA but preliminary indications point to a failure of hose leading to the 
turbocharger. This led to a loss of engine inlet pressure and subsequent loss of power. The reasons for the failure of that part are 
under investigation. 

Evidence of oil 
loss at the seals 

Evidence of oil 
loss at outlet 




