
Nearest City/Place:

Date/Time:

Phase of Operation:

Aircraft Information:

Max  Gross Weight: 

Type of Fire Extinguishing System:

Engine:

Owner/Operator Information: 

Revenue Sightseeing Flight:

Public :

Air Medical Flight:



Flight:

er

Purpose of 14 CFR Parts 91, 103, 133, 136, and 137: Indicate the 
type of operation that was being conducted at the time of the occurrence 
using the following definitions: 

AERIAL APPLICATION-Operations using an aircraft to perform aerial 
application or dispersion of any substance. Examples include 
agricultural, health, forestry, cloud seeding, firefighting, insect control, 
etc. 

AERIAL OBSERVATION-These flights include aerial mapping/ 
photography, patrol, search and rescue, hunting, highway traffic 
advisory, ranching, surveillance, oil and mineral exploration, criminal 
pursuit, fish spotting, etc. 

AIR DROP-Aerial operations, other than aerial application, that 
are intended to release items in flight. 

AIR RACE/SHOW-Includes any flight operations conducted as part 
of an organized air race or public demonstration. 

BUSINESS-includes all personal flying without a paid professional crew 
for reasons associated with furthering a business, including 
transportation to and from business meetings or work. This does not 
include corporate/executive operations, air taxi, or commuter operations. 

EXECUTIVE/CORPORATE--Company flying with a paid, 
professional crew. 

FERRY-Non-revenue flight under a special flight or "ferry'' permit. 
Refer to 14 CFR 21.197 for details of special flight permit issuance. 

FLIGHT TEST -Flight for the purpose of investigating the flight 
characteristics of an aircraft/aircraft component or evaluating an 
applicant for a pilot certificate or rating. 

INSTRUCTIONAL-Flying while under the supervision of a flight 
instructor or receiving air carrier training. Personal proficiency flight 
operations and personal flight reviews, as required by federal air 
regulations, are excluded. 

OTHER WORK USE-Miscellaneous flight operations conducted for 
compensation or hire such as construction work (not 14 CFR Part 135 
operation), parachuting, aerial advertising, towing gliders, etc. 

PERSONAL-Flying for personal reasons (excludes business 
transportation) including pleasure or personal transportation. This also 
includes practice or proficiency flights performed under flight instructor 
supervision and not part of an approved flight training program. 

POSITIONING-Non-revenue flight conducted for the primary purpose 
of relocating the aircraft. Examples include moving the aircraft to a 
maintenance facility or to load passengers or cargo etc. 

UNKNOWN-Use only if the primary purpose of flight is not known. 

Other Aircraft-Collision: For all accidents involving a collision with another 
aircraft, including parked aircraft, check "Collision with other aircraft" under 
Basic Information and complete this section indicating details about the 
OTHER aircraft involved in the collision. 

Airport lnfomlatian: Complete this section if the accident/incident occurred 
on approach, landing, takeoff, departure, or within 3 statute miles of an 
airport. Please refer to the FAA Airport/Facility Directory or other official 
source for airport information. 

Airport ldentifi : Provide the official 3 or 4 character airport identifier 
number. 

Runway: Indicate the number of the runway used, including L, R, or C 
if applicable. 

Runway/Landing Surface: Indicate the type of intended runway/landing 
surface (do not indicate surface conditions). If the surface type was mixed, 
check all that apply. 

Condition of RunwayA...anding Surface: Indicate the condition of the 
intended runway/landing surface. If multiple conditions existed at the time of 
the accident, check all that apply. 
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Weather Information at the Accidenfllncident Site: Indicate the weather 
conditions reported at the accident/incident site at the time of occurrence. If 
no weather reporting was available for the accident/incident site, indicate the 
reported conditions at the nearest reporting site. Specify the weather 
reporting site identifier, the observation time, and distance from the accident/ 
incident. 

SlcyA...owest Cloud Condition: Indicate the height above ground level of the 
lowest cloud condition present at the time of the accident/incident and 
whether coverage was reported as few, scattered, broken or overcast. Also 
indicate the height above ground level and coverage of the lowest cloud 
ceiling present at the time of the accident/incident (reported as broken or 
overcast). 

NOTAMs (D and FDC), AIRMETs, SIGMETs, PIREPs: Describe all 
NOTAMs (distant (D) or Flight Data Center (FDC), if known), AIRMETs, 
SIGMETs, and PIREPs in effect near the accident/incident. 
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Flight Crewmember Information: Indicate the category that best describes 
the capacity served by this flight crewmember at the time of the accident. 
The designators "Flight Crewmember 1" and "Flight Crewmember 2" do not 
refer to a specific pilot position or responsibility. If more than one pilot is 
aboard, they may be entered in any order and their capacity entered as 
appropriate. 

Degree of Injury: See Definitions on the top half of Page 1 of the 
instructions. Minor injury is not defined. If an injury does not meet the 
criteria for another injury category, select Minor. 

Date of Last Flight Review or Equivalent: Enter the date of the most recent 
flight review, or equivalent, completed by this pilot. Refer to 14 CFR 61.56 
for accepted equivalents. 

Type Ratings: List all type ratings on the pilot certificate. If the pilot holds no 
type ratings indicate "none." If the pilot holds a pilot certificate other than 
student and was flying an aircraft requiring an endorsement, enter the type 
and date of any logbook endorsement(&) for that aircraft. See 14 CFR 61 
for examples of required endorsements. 

Student Endorsements: If the pilot holds a student pilot certificate, enter all 
solo endorsements and dates on the student pilot certificate. 

Flight Time: Complete the flight time matrix. Solo flight time should be 
induded as "Pilot-in-Command (PIC)" and all dual flight instruction given 
should be included as "Time as Instructor." 

Additional Flight Crewmembers: Complete this section if there were more 
than two required flight crewmembers on the aircraft. This also includes a 
check airman performing official duties but does not indude cabin crew. 
State the capacity served by each included crewmember at the time of the 
accident. 

Passenger(s)/Other Personnel: Enter identification and injury severity 
information for all passengers, cabin crew, and other personnel involved in 
the accident. See Page 1 of the instructions for the official definition of 
injury levels. 

Several questions throughout the form allow for multiple responses; 
when appropriate, choose all responses that apply. 

These instructions only pertain to major issue areas covered by 
NTSB Form 6120.1 Pilot/Op8/ilfor Aii'CI'IIfl Ar:cidentllnr:ident Report. 
For additional definitions of questions and responses, please refer to 
www.ntsb.gov. 
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On May 5, 2017 at about 2:00 pm I had to perform an emergency landing. 

 

I started the day off as normal. Preflight according to Robinson R44 POH and Lycoming OM. Oil was at 7 
½ quarts, fuel was at, if I remember correctly, half in the main and a quarter in the aux tank. Bearings 
were good, joints were good, Torque strips still lined up, all the test lights lit up, and so on. No 
discrepancies with pre flight inspection. 

When I moved the helicopter out to the city pads, I did ask for a right tank top off because I had several 
back to back flights and wanted to avoid having to stop for fuel. The additional fuel brought me to about 
¾ in the main and ¾ in the aux tank.  My first passengers were 150 lbs. and 150 lbs. comfortably within 
weight and CG limits and I did the flight was without incident. For the second flight, the passengers were 
220 lbs. and 130 lbs., still comfortably within weight and CG limits. The seating configuration was me in 
the front right, the female passenger in the back left seat, and the male passenger in in the back right 
seat.  It was the second flight where I experience the emergency.  

The flight was scheduled for our 20 minute City Tour, which is basically a round trip from the airport to 
over the Santa Barbara Zoo and return. ATIS was reporting 10 mile visibility and a 700 foot ceiling. The 
winds were minor enough to make it a smooth flight. I completed the startup procedure,  Magneto 
check, the sprag clutch, low rotor RPM warning, gauges, hyd test, and all passed and were acceptable 
for flight.  

I asked the tower for a special VFR request on the way out and on the way in. After lifting off I rechecked 
the gages when we were flying straight and level. My airspeed and altitude are checked probably ever 
few of minutes during the flight. Another complete check of the gauges was done when I made the 
initial request to head back into Signature.  All lights were out and the gauges were in the green and 
normal for this helicopter in Santa Barbara. (Meaning that I’ve been in Van Nuys on a hot day and the 
temps would be a little higher, or there have been hotter days in Santa Barbara, temps would be a little 
higher).  

Due to the weather condition,  the tower had me hold over the down town area until they could allow 
me to enter class Charlie air space on a Special VFR request. It felt like I was holding for somewhere 
between 5 to 10 minutes before we finally got permission to enter class Charlie air space, along the 101 
freeway, for landing at the Signature heli-pads, also known as the city pads. While holding, I would avoid 
flying over the same areas too long to try to reduce noise pollution. 

The following events are what I remember taking place, but the sequence and timing of the events 
happening in parallel or sequence is not clear. All of the events were happening really fast and some of 
them where simultaneous. Upon returning to the airport, there were two different distinct phases that 
occurred. The first being a partial loss of power, the second being a total loss of power.  

While following the 101 freeway I noticed a partial loss of power. Shortly after that my clutch light came 
on.  Within a few seconds I pulled the clutch circuit breaker. I didn’t wait the 10 seconds because 
something obviously happened, maybe a belt broke. And if it was due to the clutch, I didn’t want it to 
get worse. I believe it was at this point that I started heading for the golf course and made my radio call. 



I made a radio call saying, “One Romeo Romeo is going down.” The tower came back asking  me, 
“What?” or asking me to repeat my transmission. I’m not sure if the second transmission got out. I 
remember squeezing the trigger, not sure if it was for long enough, but I believe I repeated myself.   

I also remember initially starting to head towards the golf course to make an emergency landing and 
reevaluated it a couple of times. There might have been some place closer. But again, I can’t say exactly 
when, but I feel like it was before phase two hit. I started heading for the golf course, but remember 
looking around and seeing a dirt field off to my right and wasn’t sure if I was going to make that. I 
remember considering the freeway and looking for some place closer. I felt that the golf course was my 
safest choice. 

Within moments after the partial loss of power was a complete loss of power. I think my second radio 
call was during this time.  To be honest, I think muscle memory just kicked in. Every fiber in my body 
want to raise that collective. I’m descending and I don’t want to be. I remember a voice in the back of 
my head telling me to watch my RPMs. To maintain my RPMs. I attempted to maintain my RPMs at 
about 90%. When we were coming into the parking lot, just before touch down, I remember seeing 75%.  

I remember a last minute decision to make the parking lot instead of the grass because we weren’t 
going to make it over the wall. I tried to have it level as we touched down, and I slid into a grey minivan, 
there was a white van that was parked next to the gray van. When we were stopped there was a little 
smoke coming from the engine, but no visible flames. The smoke grew heaver and darker as time 
passed.  

My left leg did not feel right, though I did not know why. I wanted to help the passengers, but couldn’t . 
The female passenger was awake and saying that her back hurts and calling for help. It appeared that 
the male passenger was not responding to directions and was not moving based on my peripheral vision 
as I was looking the female passenger. I think that I told the female passenger to unbuckle herself and 
get out of the helicopter. I made an attempt to reach unbuckle her seat belt, but couldn’t. I was worried 
about the male passenger as he was not responding. I remember seeing someone standing out the left 
side of the helicopter and trying to reach for the fire extinguisher to give to him. Again, due to my leg I 
wasn’t able to. Then, there was a very short time that I noticed that the male passenger was now 
standing directly outside the helicopter. It was on the right side of the helicopter between the white van 
and the helicopter. I told him to unbuckle the female passenger’s seatbelt and get her out. He then 
proceeded to get her out and assisted the female around behind the white van.  

When they were out, I focused on myself. I uncovered my left leg and saw that it was bent at a bad 
angle. As I straightened my leg out I felt the bones grind on each other and thought, “f*** it’s broken.” 
The right side of the helicopter was pretty much wide open due to the impact, so I pulled myself out of 
the helicopter, though I do not remember exactly how. I do remember I was holding my pants at the 
knee so that my leg would dangle straight down in alignment. I followed the passengers as we all went 
around the back side of the white van and that is when people started helping us. A couple of guys 
helped me to a golf cart. I heard my female passenger complaining about her back. I told the people 
with her to have her lay down and to keep her back straight.  

The first ambulance that showed up, I motioned for them to go to my female passenger first, though, 
they might have just gone straight to her anyway. Both the male and female passengers were together 
and being attended to when the second ambulance showed up and checked on me. I was awake and 



alert, not in critical condition, I had some golf staff and patrons helping me, and so the Paramedic went 
over to my passengers.  From that point, we all got loaded up and transported to the hospital.  

 

All statements is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and memory.  

 

 

Michael Barry Ower 
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