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Mt.Baldy Crash 12-29-2016 Statement  

Pilot: Devynn Perez 

Morning of December 29th 2016 I flew with Rob Sims, the owner of Hangar 21 helicopters, as a sort of 
checkout flight as I was looking for future employment with his company. Rob informed me that my 
friend Mike who has flown with Robs company before would be coming in and that we could rent the 
aircraft and fly to Mt. Baldy…. Mike came with our friend Kevin and Mike’s friend William. Weight and 
balance of the aircraft was performed as well as necessary preflight checks and weather information 
was obtained from aviationweather.gov. We were within limitations and the weather was clear. We 
departed around 11am from Fullerton airport with a right downwind departure to the NE and headed 
straight for Mt. Baldy. Weather was clear no clouds VMC. Wind was light. Bracket handed us to Socal 
who did our flight following until we were clear of Ontario’s Charlie ring. We reached Mt. Baldy summit 
and noticed hikers on top. Circled the summit from S to N with a right turn orbit to the East all 
performance in the helicopter was good at the time. As we approached the west end saddle away from 
the summit due to hikers the Low Rotor Horn and light came on I immediately lowered collective and 
rolled on throttle and the horn subsided. I confirmed the performance on the limit MAP charts above 
Mike’s head and determined we could pull 19.6’’ of power. As we started to descend I could feel the tail 
wind coming up the mountain from the south and decided to make the approach a low pass to come in 
from the North. At no time was I committed to landing as I was still trying to decide if the landing could 
be made or not due to conditions. We were approx. 35-40 knots, above ETL, when we got the Low rotor 
horn and light the second time. At this point we had no angle to bail out and not enough altitude that 
when I lowered collective the aircraft immediately started to descend and at this point I’m not sure 
what happened, if the wind caught us or some other error on my part occurred but I stated to the 
passengers that we were going to crash. We were headed straight for the mountain at this point but 
moments before impact the aircraft mad a left turn and a side impact was made into the saddle of Mt. 
Baldy. I can’t recall if I made the decision to push full left pedal or if my body just made the decision for 
me.  
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