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Portions of aircraft destroyed when the plane flipped over following landing on soft, rocky surface - undercarriage ripped off, tail section folded, canopy
crushed.



Two occupants removed through right rear window by fire dept. first responders.
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Because the plane was last flown and fueled on May 28, I had done a pre-flight and run-up including 15 min. of taxiing to check as many systems as possible
without actually flying the plane. This was in anticipation of the incident flight, which was planned for early November. This would have given ample time for
any required maintenance.

Day of the flight: After a pre-flight inspection, taxi, and run-up, we departed KHMT on the L fuel tank to the south. I did some standard air-work to refresh my
skills with Womack as my safety pilot in the practice area south of Lake Skinner. This all went well, but there was a hesitation from the engine at one point. I
switched to the R tank and that was resolved, but turned north back towards the airport. After a minute I switched back to the L tank and the engine
continued at full power. I normally switch tanks between 15 and 30 min. after takeoff, so after 1 to 2 minutes and having determined that the L tank still had
fuel and was not obstructed I switched back to the R tank as I normally would at our approximately 20 min. flight time. At this point we were over Diamond
Valley Lake at 5,000 ft. The flight continued normally as we turned and climbed towards Idylllwild and leveled at 8,000 ft. We circled town once, then headed
back west towards KHMT, Just then the engine lost power. Immediate emergency procedures and trouble-shooting did not resolve this. I continued trouble
shooting as Womack began looking for off-airport landing options. We continued to work together as we descended, but it became apparent that we were
going to have to make a forced landing. There were several options near the San Jacinto river at the edge of the Soboba Indian reservation. An elevated
dirt road that paralleled the river was first choice but as we descended it was evident that we would not have enough altitude to make the straight portion of
that road and would have to opt for a large clear area nearby. The approach was made with full flaps and on speed, but just before touchdown we could see
how rough the area was, The soft, dry dirt and rocky surface caused the airplane to flip over on touchdown.



The person who recovered the plane and transported it to the aircraft recovery facility told Steve Teller, Ins. adjuster that he drained "4 to 5 gallons" of fuel before transport. This is
about half of what I would have expected. While it may not have been a directly responsible factor in this incident, it is worth noting that the unusual arrangement of the fuel tanks
and gages. Since the tubular wing spars are the fuel tanks, there is no way to "stick" the tanks. Looking in the filler necks near the wing tips for fuel level is most reliable, but fuel
can't be seen unless the tanks are full, or nearly full. The "gages are simply sight tubes that are located on the side panels low and near the pilot/passenger's feet. These may not
"burp" and the pith ball float can stick at the bottom, top, or anywhere in between. If less than full fuel is desired for loading concerns it is difficult to estimate the amount.
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