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Plagens Howard

From: eyewitnessreport

Sent: Monday, January 23, 2017 6:33 AM

To: Plagens Howard

Cc: Eckrote Debra; Hogenson Dennis

Subject: FW: January 4, 2017 helicopter crash in Los Angeles, CA (WPR17FA047)
FYI

Melba

From:

Sent: Saturday, January 21, 2017 3:25 PM
To: eyewitnessreport <eyewitnessreport@ntsb.gov>
Subject: January 4, 2017 helicopter crash in Los Angeles, CA

To Whom It May Concern;

My name is - | was a passenger on the Star Princess cruise ship that sailed from the Port of
LA on Wednesday January 4th, 2017 at approximately 5pm local time. | was an eyewitness to the
helicopter crash that killed two people at about 5:30 near the break wall as the ship was leaving port.
I didn't know if you have or need an eyewitness report or if what | saw will help with your
investigation, but when I returned home I called the NTSB and was told to email you at this address.

As you know, there was a helicopter that circling the ship while it was still docked. | thought at first
that it might have been security because | also noticed the two escort boats with the blue flashing
lights at about the same time.

As we were leaving the harbor | was on the top deck aft - starboard side of the ship. About one
minute prior to the crash, my wife asked me if that light over the ocean was the helicopter. 1 said I
believe it is. It was quite high; higher I thought than it had been when it was circling prior and it was
quite a ways out over the ocean. | didn't pay it much attention, however less than a minute later |
noticed the engine noise was getting quite loud, and that is when | looked that way and noticed that
it was quite close. My first thought that it was getting too low and close to the ship to be legal.

I saw it for about 30 seconds or so before it crashed. It was straight across from me less than 500
feet above the water and coming straight toward us - not straight down but coming closer as it
descended (maybe a 45 degree angle of decent). It was now just dark enough to make it difficult to
see the helicopter, all you could see clearly were the lights. I noticed the spinning lights and
momentarily thought the helicopter was doing some kind of cool lighting display. It took me a
couple seconds to realize that it was not a display but was the helicopter spinning and in trouble. If
you were looking down from above the helicopter, it was spinning in a counterclockwise direction - |
would estimate one rotation every 5 seconds. | saw it spin about 5 or 6 times before it hit the water.
The tail light (if the tail light is solid white) was about 1 to 2 feet below the other lights. | would
estimate it was descending about at a rate of about 20 feet per second. | looked like it was going to
hit the break wall but was descending slow enough that even if they hit the wall they would be okay.
However it missed the wall and went into the water about 10 feet from the wall (although it was
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close enough that the tail may have it the wall). It went into the water, making little sound, and sank
immediately. | was thinking they were close enough to the wall that submerged rocks along the wall
would support the aircraft and keep it from sinking. However in less than 5 seconds it was completely
underwater | could see the lights only for about 2 or 3 seconds after they were submerged. 1 still
thought they hit slow enough that they would be able to exit while in the water; unfortunately that
didn't happen.

This happened about 150 to 200 yards or so from the lighthouse at the end of the break wall (on the
inside - harbor side - of the wall). When it hit the water my first thought was that the escort boat
with the blue flashing lights (the one off the starboard side of the bow) would break off and go to
rescue them, but it proceeded as if they didn't see it. It crashed less than 200 yards from that

boat. At the time of the crash the escort boat was almost to the lighthouse and about 30 seconds
after the crash the escort boat stopped right at the entrance of the harbor (by the lighthouse).
However it never moved for about 2 - 3 minutes (seemed like an eternity) when it finally did turn and
proceeded towards the crash site.

I hope this helps. Should you have any questions or clarifications, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Sincerely,






