
TIME DATE 

RECORD OF [gj VISIT D CONFERENCE OR D TELEPHONE CALL 
1 : 30 PM 06 /02/2 016 

NAME (S) OF PERSON (S) CONTACTED OR IN CONFERENCE AND LOCATION ROUTING 

David A. Ha r dwick, Student Pilot , Ope rator of Ai r craft SYMBOL INITIALS 

Lawrence Schult z , FAA, AS! 

SUBJECT 

May 23, 2016, Accide nt at Lodi, CA Airpor t (103 ) . N481TJ 

DIGEST 

On Ma y 23, 2016 , Pilot in Comma nd (PIC) I Mr . Da v i d A. Hard\-./ic k, a round 8 : 30 am be gan h i s 

preflight i nspect ion o f hi s ai r c raf t . After i nsuring t he ai r c r aft was s a f e f or flight , Mr . 

Ha r d wick taxied hi s ai r c raft for t a ke off at 9 : 30 am on runway R26 . Afte r t akeoff to t he 

no r t h a nd at appro xi mately 400 feet 6 mi nutes into t he flight he began a righ t bank. Duri ng 

the maneuve r he felt severa l l ittle bumps and though t they were pockets of a i r . During this 

time he heard a boom sound a nd t he engine quit runni ng . I n addi t ion, he felt the sea t shif t 

t o t he left while ban ki ng . Mr . Ha r dwick made a s uccess f ul landing without i ncident in a 

berm a rea nor t h of t he a i r port a nd inspected t he a i rcraft . He i nspected his fuel l i nes a nd 

could not find any issues with the fuel o r l i nes . Afte r hi s e xamina tion of the aircraf t a nd 

e ns uring the f ue l lines were secured, he sta rted t he e ng i ne and validated a ll instrument s 

a nd engine Here operating c orrect ly . PIC Ha rdHick aga in took off t o r eturn to t he ai rport. 

While flying eas t to re t urn t o the ai rport (103) t he seat s hifted t o the l ef t and t he 

e ngine quit again. Flyi ng above East 1'/ooden Road east toHa rds t he a irpor t , his deci sion wa s 

to l and on E . Wooden Road, however, a c a r traveling Hest wa s directly i n his path a nd his 

dec i sion wa s to bank l eft t o land at t he pas t ure s j ust north o f t he ai rpo r t . The airc r a ft 

e nt ered a steep acce nt a nd s truck t he ground in t he pasture north o f E. Woode n Road . 
CONCLUSION. ACTION TAKEN. OR REQUIRED 

Duri ng the fli gh ts it is apparent that t he movemen t of t he s eat to t he left d i r ectly 

con t ac t ed t he f uel l ine result ing i n t he s tarva tion o f fue l t o the engine . Thus causing the 

eng i ne t o quit while fl ying. Owner and Mecha ni c replaced the p r opeller and s tarted t he 

eng i ne . All i ns trume nts i ndicated the engine operated withou t any issues . 
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DIGEST (CONT ) 

The aircraft i mpacted the ground at an angle of approximately 50 degrees striking the l ef t 
tip of the left wing causing the aircraft to spin comi ng to rest about 50 feet from the 
impact . Significant damage resulted from the impact . 
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