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A. ACCIDENT 

Location: Avalon, CA 
Date:  April 17, 2016 
Aircraft:  Cessna 172K, N7133G, Serial # 17258833 
NTSB IIC:  Michael Huhn 

 

B. EXAMINATION PARTICIPANTS:  

 
Michael Huhn 
Air Safety Investigator 
National Transportation Safety Board 
Western Pacific Region 

Michael Hicks 
Air Safety Investigator 
National Transportation Safety Board 
AS-20 Division 

Mark Platt 
Air Safety Investigator 
Lycoming Engines 
Williamsport PA 

Henry Soderlund 
Air Safety Investigator  
Textron Aviation 
Wichita KS 

C. SUMMARY  

Examination of the recovered airframe and engine was conducted on May 19, 2016 at the 
facilities of Southwest Aircraft Recovery at Corona Airport (KAJO), Corona, California. The 
recovered wreckage included numerous pages of airplane and flight documents, as well as a GPS 
device. These items are documented in this report.   
 

D. OTHER DOCUMENTATION 

Numerous pages of airplane documentation, and some GPS hardware, were recovered with the 
wreckage. These included the following item, and are addressed/documented in this report.  
- Registration 
- Appareo Stratus GPS 
- Flight Logs 
- Discrepancy Logs  
- Fuel Slips 
- Weight and Balance 
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1.0 Registration Information 

The most recent FAA Aircraft Registration Renewal Application found in the airplane listed five 
owners, but did not include the accident pilot. The accident pilot had purchased his share of the 
airplane in February 2016. A revision to the FAA registration had been filed with the FAA to 
reflect his ownership, but had not completed processing by the FAA as of the date of the 
accident.  
 

2.0 Appareo Stratus 

An Appareo brand Stratus 2S GPS device was recovered in the wreckage. The pilot reported that 
he had been using the device during the accident flight. The device was sent to the NTSB 
Recorders Laboratory in Washington DC for data download. 
 

 
Figure 1- Recovered Device (front) 

 
Figure 2 - Recovered Device (rear) 
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3.0 Airplane-Specific Checklists 

A ring-bound set of laminated, 'homemade' checklists were found in the airplane. Examination of 
the approach speed and flap setting information indicated that it was in agreement with the 
manufacturer's published values.   
 

 
Figure 3 - Checklist Speed Page (front) 
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Figure 4 - Checklist Speed Page (back) 
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4.0 Flight Logs 

Pages from the owner-maintained airplane flight logs indicated that the accident pilot last flew 
the airplane on March 5 2016 for 1.9 hours. The airplane was apparently 'run up' for 0.2 hours on 
March 12, and then next flown a total of 1.7 hours in two flights by another co-owner, on April 
15 and 16 2016. The next flight was the accident flight.   
 

 
Figure 5 - Next to Last Flight Log Page 
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Figure 6 - Last Flight Log Page 
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5.0 Fuel Slips 

Fuel slip and flight log data indicated that the airplane was fueled with 8.8 gallons on April 15, 
and 7.0 gallons on April 16. The data did not indicate the timing of either of those two fueling 
events relative to the two flights on those days. The accident pilot did not indicate the departure 
fuel quantity. 
 

 
Figure 7 - Fuel Slip April 15 
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Figure 8 - Fuel Slip April 16 
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6.0 Discrepancy Logs 

The discrepancy log sheet found in the airplane indicated that the last discrepancy that was 
entered was for an electrical power problem on March 12 2016. The record indicated that the 
voltage regulator was replaced as the corrective action.  
 

 
Figure 9 - Discrepancy Log Last Page 
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7.0 Weight and Balance 

Three separate weight and balance sheets were found in the airplane. None were marked 
regarding their currency/validity, and only one was dated. Two presented the same values. 
 
 

Page Description Date EW EW Moment EWCG 
"Sample Loading Problem" None 1408.7 54.116 38.4 
"WBPROB.XLS" None 1383.1 52.9589 38.29 
"Operational Data" 1/1/98 1383.1 52.95 38.3 
 
 

 
Figure 10 - Weight and Balance Sheet (1 of 3) 
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Figure 11 - Weight and Balance Sheet (2 of 3) 
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Figure 12 - Weight and Balance Sheet (3 of 3) 
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