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Plagens Howard

From:
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2016 6:10 AM
To: Plagens Howard
Subject: FW: My observation of aircraft before it landed on freeway.

 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From:   
Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2016 7:50 PM 
To: Nolting, Greg (FAA) 
Subject: My observation of aircraft before it landed on freeway. 
 
This is what I observed on Saturday morning April 2 2016. I was at the Palomar RC Flyers flying field in the airplane pit 
area. This is located at highway 15 and 76 Freeway. Northeast side. I 1st hear the plane and looked behind me toward 
76. What I observed was a plane flying at what I would estimate at 75 feet or a little higher as it crossed our landing field 
at a very low power setting. I would say maybe at idle but sounded to be running smooth. The plane seemed to be some 
what paralleling 15 but over our field. It continued descending around the trees and toward the freeway. It was out of 
sight by now. Landing gear and flaps were up. He appeared to be at the perfect attitude and very under control to get 
the maximum guide distance. I would estimate the speed of the plane 60 to 75 mph.Even when the plane descended 
around the trees and out of my view appeared to be well under control. 
Don White also private pilot   Escondido Ca. 92027 Sent from my iPad 
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Plagens Howard

From:
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2016 2:39 PM
To: Plagens Howard
Subject: FW: Witness Statement / Airplane Crash 04/02/2016
Attachments: Palomar RC Field.pdf

 
 

From:   
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2016 2:35 PM 
To: Nolting, Greg (FAA) 
Cc: John Cutler; Parviz Kamiab 
Subject: RE: Witness Statement / Airplane Crash 04/02/2016 
 
Hi Greg, 
 
here is my description of what I saw:  
 
On Saturday morning, April 2, 2016 at approximately 9:15am I was repairing some boundary flags at the 
Fallbrook RC Flying field for the Palomar RC Flyers Club. The location we were working at is on a level area 
shown on the attached map. Point A is the place we were standing when we heard the airplane. This area 
is about 25 to 30 feet higher than I-15. I was working with John Cutler and Parviz Kamiab. We are 
Palomar RC Club members. John Cutler and Parviz Kamiab are both former private pilots. As we were 
repairing the flag at Point A on the map we were facing north. We heard an airplane engine behind us. 
We all turned and saw at airplane at a very low altitude approaching us from less than 100 yards. The 
airplane had its flaps up and landing gear up. The engine sounded as if it was at idle speed. The propeller 
was turning. As the airplane passed us we saw it approach some eucalyptus trees just north of where we 
were standing. These trees are marked as TREES on the attached map. It appeared the airplane would 
catch its right wingtip on one of the trees. Just before the airplane reached the eucalyptus tree the pilot 
lowered his right wing and missed the tree. The airplane continued to descend towards I-15 until we lost 
sight of him. We ran to the northeast to see if we could catch sight of the plane. We ran first to Point B 
and then to Point C. We never saw the plane again. We did not hear any impact sound from the aircraft 
striking the highway or any other vehicle. Several club members called 911 to report the airplane. After 
about 5 minutes the emergency vehicles could be heard approaching. We also noticed a CHP aircraft 
circling overhead.  
 
John Cutler and Parviz Kamiab can be reached by email at the email addresses shown above.  
 
Please let me know if you need any additional information. 
 
Best Regards, Tom 
 
Thomas J. Minegar 
Voice      
Mobile    
Fax        
Minegar and Associates 

 
 

Carlsbad, CA  92009 
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-------- Original Message -------- 
Subject: Witness Statement 
From: < > 
Date: Wed, April 06, 2016 3:51 pm 
To: > 
Cc: > 

Mr. Minegar, 
  
It is my understanding that you saw the aircraft that landed on Interstate 15 on 
April 2, 2016 as it approached the freeway.  The FAA and NTSB are conducting 
parallel investigations into this accident and we would greatly appreciate 
receiving a statement from you regarding what you saw and heard at that time.   
  
Regards, 
  
Gregory C. Nolting 
Principal Maintenance Inspector 
San Diego Flight Standards District Office 
Phone:   
  



4/7/2016 Pankey Rd, Fallbrook, CA 92028- Google Maps 

Go gle Maps Pankey Rd, Fallbrook, CA 92028 

Imagery ©2016 Google, Map data ©2016 Google 100ft 

Google Maps 

https:Jiwww.google.comlmaps/place/Pankey+ Rd, +Fall brook, +CA+ 920281@33.3406398,-117.1571244,396mldata= !3m 1 !1 e3!4m2!3m 1! 1s0x80db879ebb7b44db:Oxc8f71753a20d5ef1?hl=en 111 



From: Brown, Nick@CALFIRE [ ]  
Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 4:41 PM 
To: Nolting, Greg (FAA) 
Subject: I-15 plane crash 
 
Good afternoon Greg,  
 
This email is a follow up to your request in providing an answer to your question about the plane crash in 
Fallbrook on Interstate 15. 
 
In response to, "Was there any fuel that I could recall leaking from the plane?" 
 
As the first arriving Chief Officer at one point during the Incident I walked over to the scene and saw a 
small spot of an unknown liquid coming from the fuselage area to the wing that expanded out about 5' x 
5'.  
 
Should you have any further questions please give me a call. 
 
Regards, 
 
Nick Brown 
Battalion Chief 
Deer Springs Fire Protection District 
in cooperation with CAL FIRE 

(Office) 
(Fax) 

 
 



From: Bastien, Richard [mailto:   
Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 4:33 PM 
To: Nolting, Greg (FAA) 
Subject: Plane accident I-15 
 
Sir, 
 
Per our conversation, you asked about if there was fuel on the ground and to my knowledge there was 
liquid enough to dampen the soil near the cockpit, however I couldn’t tell if this was fuel or water from a 
Fire hose that was nearby.  So my assessment is inconclusive if it was fuel or not. 
 
Richard Bastien 
NCFPD 
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

Howard Plagens 
Senior Air Safety Investigator 
Western Pacific Region  
 
Person Contacted:  from CHP Mark Martini  
Date: 07-19-2016 
Time:  1610 
Subject: WPR16FA091; Lancair IV P; N438Y; Fallbrook, CA 
 
Narrative: 
 
Mr. Martini was driving northbound in lane one of I-15 at 70 mph. He saw a low flying airplane 
off to his right that was traveling slightly slower than he was. The airplane landed in the number 
three lane, slid to the right, and struck a car that was stopped on the right shoulder. He pulled 
over, and saw that the driver and front passenger of the car were already outside it. He then 
assisted others remove the rear passengers from the car. He cut the bottom seatbelt off the right 
rear passenger; someone else had already cut the top seatbelt. 
  
When the airplane went over his truck, the engine was sputtering. 
 
Once he got to the accident site, he did not smell or see anything that he could identify as leaking 
from the airplane. The airplane’s engine was on the top of the back of the car; he did not smell 
aviation fuel. He did not see or smell anything to cause him concern for his safety. 
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

Howard Plagens 
Senior Air Safety Investigator 
Western Pacific Region  
 
Person Contacted:  from CHP David Leyva     
Date: 08-10-2016 
Time:  1500 
Subject: WPR16FA091; Lancair IV P; N438Y; Fallbrook, CA 
 
Narrative: 
 
Mr. Leyva was a passenger with witness Ochoa, who was driving northbound in lane one of I-15. 
They were among the first on scene prior to the arrival of the fire department. They made their 
way to the scene, and assisted in extricating the male pilot out of the plane. 
 
He noted a fuel smell, and a stream of liquid under the airplane that ran down the shoulder of the 
freeway. He estimated about 10 gallons were on the ground. 


	Pilots Wife_Passenger Statement n438Y 16F091_Redacted.pdf
	From: D H <pulling10g@gmail.com> Date: 6/27/16 3:36 PM (GMT-08:00) To: 16195992910 <hogair4@yahoo.com> Subject: Fwd: AIRPLANE CRASH N438Y 
	0BFrom: D H <pulling10g@gmail.com>  Date: 6/27/16 3:36 PM (GMT-08:00)  To: 16195992910 <hogair4@yahoo.com>  Subject: Fwd: AIRPLANE CRASH N438Y
	-- ----------.com>Date: Jun 27, 2016 3:06 PMSubject: AIRPLANE CRASH N438YAIRPLANE CRASH N438Y.April 2 2016 it's 8amFrom Montgomery we go to Gillespie Field. We take the Suburban.Dennis my husband and I are going for breakfast at French Valley.The airplane is ready to go. Dennis like always check airplane,   He verify my seatbelt its on and correctly .I have the books an maps. Give to him the hand book. I call Colombia an tell my sister we are going to breakfast.  We start to taxi. I have the check list on my hand for Dennis.  He, like always follow the list.He talk with the towerI am on silent like always. He tell me long time ago. "When tower talk I have to be silent".We take off an Everything is good I am taking videos an pictures. We are happy. Its a pretty day.Dennis tell me.  This is not looking goodWhat happen I say.  Dennis tell me. We losing power.  He is trying to do his best to resolve the problem.  Ii was thinking everything was good again Because Dennis looks very calm.I was very calm too.  Then I ask.   good? Then he tell me.  "It's not looking good".I put my left arm around his shoulder and say.  We can do this baby.And then I was quiet again.Dennis knows where we can landing.   We are near but it's a lot of people there.Dennis say "it's to much people. We not landing there".I think they are cables too.I sew Mountains and mountains.  I pryingI tell Dennis.  The freeway.  He say No. It's to much people.I say no body there.  Dennis was looking  an say.  Yes no body.Then he landing. I feel like a tun an we on a second was on the freeway.  No body there.I pray on my mind. Very quiet.  I fell totally relax.Then un expectedly one black car go out to the emergency lineand we come near..... An near.... And nothing to do....  Dennis stop and stop but We crash on it.I fell my belly and chests  going up.  An my life stop.  Totally silence.... Then I get a small air go inside me.  I know I am in a life.  I look my husband prying for his life an I say.  Honey....do you hear me?.People come immediately. One guy it's on my right taking a video.  People talk about dangerous situation because gasoline was pouring out the plane.  I can believe the people still there. Helping us.Dennis and Celeste Hogge. Many times.Dennis is in shock. I sew blood.  God protect my husband. We will change. You will be proud of us.   We will go to church.  We will talk about this miracle.  But save my husband.He doesn't talk yet.  Finally Dennis move.... Thank you lord.I can't move much.... I hear something broken on my neck...People trying to open the door.I move my hand trying to explain how work.   Looks like no hear me.they bring tools to open the door. Yes... They open the door.They take out Dennis.  He move a few.  No talk yet.I say our names over an over.  I trying to pick up my phone but I can't.  I think I am very bad.... But happy and thank you with God he give to us the life.I guy it's talking to me by the door. He is a truck driver.  He want me to move to the Pilot chair because he can't reach me.  I can't move. I can't.He tell me again. "Can you move to this chair? I cant reach you. You have to move.  It's a lot of gasoline here. It's very dangerous."When I hear gasoline. I know... God save us already I will have to move or probably the plane will explote.Ithey was the magic words. Then I move.  Was painful.  I get only a few air to my lungs.  The truck guy pull me out the plane.  Thanks truck guy.  He is nice. PainfullyI ask please let me sit down. I have to much pain. They no let me sit down ofcourse.Down to the floor..... Pain.. I can't breath.  I ask for my Phone.  Please my phone. I need call our family's before they see the news.  I need call them.  No one give to me.  Somebody say they have afraid to go inside the Airplane because the gasoline was everywhere like the people say.One lady grave my head. I touch my neck an I have blood.  She say she is nurse.  I ask for my husband.  She say he is fine.A lot of people is watching us... I wish we are there looking an no here...Ambulance is here. They put both same ambulance. ..... Dennis screaming my name many times. I touch him. He no hear me.  I say to the ambulance doctors please tell him I am by him an I am good.  Dennis have a lot of pain.  He screaming my name a lot.  I prying his pain go away.They broken my cloth.. That hurts a lot... Please carefully.  Well better I need to stop my complains....With all the gasoline the airplane have I give Thanks to God the airplane no make explosions and kill a lot of people include us.They start with Dennis broken his cloth he screaming " go away from meeee"Well... Painfully drive for us.... The ambulance doctors say we are going to the hospital.  Don't be scared because a lot of doctors will be waiting for us...Yes... Was true....a lot do doctors an nurse waiting for us.....many of them say what they will do for me.   I remember say thank you for them...  Dr. lead sky say I will need to go surgery.I ask for my husband.Well..... The Hospital history will come another day.......How we are filling now.  Well .....I wish to fell better soon.     Not 6 months later like doctor say....

	Deer Springs Fire Observations Fluid Leak on Scene N438Y 16F091_Redacted.pdf
	From: Brown, Nick@CALFIRE [mailto:Nick.Brown@fire.ca.gov] Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 4:41 PMTo: Nolting, Greg (FAA)Subject: I-15 plane crash
	0BFrom: Brown, Nick@CALFIRE [mailto:Nick.Brown@fire.ca.gov]  Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 4:41 PM To: Nolting, Greg (FAA) Subject: I-15 plane crash
	Good afternoon Greg, 
	This email is a follow up to your request in providing an answer to your question about the plane crash in Fallbrook on Interstate 15.
	In response to, "Was there any fuel that I could recall leaking from the plane?"
	As the first arriving Chief Officer at one point during the Incident I walked over to the scene and saw a small spot of an unknown liquid coming from the fuselage area to the wing that expanded out about 5' x 5'. 
	Should you have any further questions please give me a call.
	Regards,
	Nick Brown
	Battalion Chief
	Deer Springs Fire Protection District
	in cooperation with CAL FIRE
	760.749.8001 (Office)
	760.749.6572 (Fax)
	nick.brown@fire.ca.gov

	Fire Dept On Site Observation Fluid Leak N438Y 16F091_Redacted.pdf
	From: Bastien, Richard [mailto:RBastien@ncfire.org] Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 4:33 PMTo: Nolting, Greg (FAA)Subject: Plane accident I-15
	0BFrom: Bastien, Richard [mailto:RBastien@ncfire.org]  Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 4:33 PM To: Nolting, Greg (FAA) Subject: Plane accident I-15
	Sir,
	Per our conversation, you asked about if there was fuel on the ground and to my knowledge there was liquid enough to dampen the soil near the cockpit, however I couldn’t tell if this was fuel or water from a Fire hose that was nearby.  So my assessment is inconclusive if it was fuel or not.
	Richard Bastien
	NCFPD

	Witness Martini ROC HP N438Y 16F091_Redacted.pdf
	RECORD OF CONVERSATION
	Howard Plagens
	Senior Air Safety Investigator
	Western Pacific Region
	Narrative:

	Person Contacted:  from CHP Mark Martini 619.430.9445
	Date: 07-19-2016
	Time:  1610
	Subject: WPR16FA091; Lancair IV P; N438Y; Fallbrook, CA
	Mr. Martini was driving northbound in lane one of I-15 at 70 mph. He saw a low flying airplane off to his right that was traveling slightly slower than he was. The airplane landed in the number three lane, slid to the right, and struck a car that was stopped on the right shoulder. He pulled over, and saw that the driver and front passenger of the car were already outside it. He then assisted others remove the rear passengers from the car. He cut the bottom seatbelt off the right rear passenger; someone else had already cut the top seatbelt.
	When the airplane went over his truck, the engine was sputtering.
	Once he got to the accident site, he did not smell or see anything that he could identify as leaking from the airplane. The airplane’s engine was on the top of the back of the car; he did not smell aviation fuel. He did not see or smell anything to cause him concern for his safety.

	Witness Leyva ROC HP N438Y 16F091_Redacted.pdf
	RECORD OF CONVERSATION
	Howard Plagens
	Senior Air Safety Investigator
	Western Pacific Region
	Narrative:

	Person Contacted:  from CHP David Leyva    559.577.5139
	Date: 08-10-2016
	Time:  1500
	Subject: WPR16FA091; Lancair IV P; N438Y; Fallbrook, CA
	Mr. Leyva was a passenger with witness Ochoa, who was driving northbound in lane one of I-15. They were among the first on scene prior to the arrival of the fire department. They made their way to the scene, and assisted in extricating the male pilot out of the plane.
	He noted a fuel smell, and a stream of liquid under the airplane that ran down the shoulder of the freeway. He estimated about 10 gallons were on the ground.




