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Aluu11 '"'-1 FUGHT Ill"! I ~~:: ...... -~of cabin~- itha 

Crew Name and Address Seat Occupied Injury 

First Name: City of Residence: OLeft OFront ONone 

Middle Initial: State: ZIP: Ocenter ORear OMinor 
0Right OSingle OSerious 

Last Name: Country: OUDknown 0Fatal 
Ounknown 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) Restraint Type: Inflatable 

DNone D Flight Instructor D Connnercial D us Military 
Available Used Restraints 
ONone ONone 

DPrivatc D Recreational D Airline Transport DForeign 0Lap0nly 0Lap0nly D Not Installed 

D Student D Sport D Flight Engineer 03-point 03-point D Installed 

04-poiot 04-point D Not Deployed 

Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at the Time 05-poiot 05-point D Deployed 

OUDknown OUnknown D Unknown 
Accident/Incident Aircraft? DYes DNo of this Accident/Incident: hrs 

Crew Name and Address Seat Occupied Injury 

First Name: City of Residence: OLeft OFront ONone 

State: ZIP: OCenter ORear OMinor 
Middle Initial: ORight OSingle Oserious 
Last Name: Country: OUDknown 0Fatal 

0Unknown 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) Restraint Type: Inflatable 

DNone D Flight Instructor DCommercial D us Military 
Available Used Restraints 
ONone ONone 

DPrivatc D Recreational D Airline Transport DForeign OLapOnly OLapOnly D Not Installed 
D Student D Sport D Flight Engineer 03-point 03-point D Installed 

04-poiot 04-poiot D Not Deployed 
Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at tbe Time 0 5-point 05-point D Deployed 

Accident/Incident Aircraft? DYes DNo oftbis Accident/Incident: hrs OUnknown OUnknown D Unknown 

PASSENGER(S) I OTHER PERSONNEL (Include cabin crww; continue on HP111'1118 shMt H 118C8SHrY) 

Inflatable 
Name and Address Seat Injury Restraint Type Restraints Age 

Available Used 
First Name: City: ON one ONone OLeft ON one DNotlnstalled D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: ZIP: Oeenter OMinor 0Lap0nly OLapOnly Dlnstalled -- 03-poiot 03-point 
Last Name: 0Right 0Serious DNotDeployed IfUnder5, 

Country: 
0Unknown 0Fatal 04-point 04-point ODeployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew 0Passenger 00ther 0Unknown 05-point 05-poiot DUnknown 0Lap-Held Row: -- Ouoknown 0Unknown Ounknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

OLeft ON one ON one ONone DNot Installed D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Ocenter OMinor OLapOnly OLapOnly Dlnstalled 

ORight 0Serious 03-point 03-point DNot Deployed IfUnder5, 
Last Name: Country: 04-point 04-point Ounknown 0Fatal DDeployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew OPassenger OOther 
0Unknown 05-poiot 05-point DUnknown OLap-Held Row: -- Ouoknown 0Unknown 0Unknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

OLeft ON one ON one ONone DUnder 5 years DNot Installed 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Oeenter OMinor OLapOnly OLapOnly Dlnstalled 

Last Name: Orught OSerious 03-point 03-point DNot Deployed IfUnder5, 
Country: 

Ounknown 0Fatal 04-poiot 04-poiot DDeployed 0 Child Restraint 

0Crew 0Passenger 00ther OUnknown 05-point 05-point DUnknown OLap-Held Row: -- 0Unknown OUnknown 0Unknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

0Left ON one ON one ONone D Not Installed D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Oeenter OMinor 0Lap0nly OLapOnly Dinstalled 

Last Name: 0Right OScrious 03-point 03-poiot D Not Deployed IfUnder5, 
Country: 

Ounknown 0Fatal 04-point 04-point 0Deployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew 0Passenger OOther 
0Unknown 05-point 05-poiot 0Unknown 0 Lap-Held Row: -- 0Uoknown 0Unknown 0 Unknown 
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FLIGHT ITINERARY INFORMATION 
Last Departure Point Time of Departure Destination Type Flight Plan Filed 

Airport ID: KCVH 
Time: 1500 

AirportiD: local flight ®None OVFRJIFR 
0 Company VFR 0IFR 

City: Hollister City: 0 Military VFR 0Unknown 
State: CA Time Zone: PDT State: OVFR 

Country: USA Country: Activated'!' 0Yes QNo QUoknown 

Type of ATC Clearance/Service (Check all that apply) 

IZI None 0 Special VFR OSpecialiFR 0 VFRFlightFollowing OCruise 
DVFR 0 IFR 0VFROnTop D Traffic Advisory 0 Uoknown INA 

Airspace where the accident/incident occurred (Check all that apply) Altitude ofln-F1ight 
D Class A DClassG D Military Operations Area (MOA) 0Special Occurrem:e: 
D ClassB DDemoArea D Airport Advisory Area D Air Traffic Control Area 
D ClassC D Warning Area D Jet Training Area 0Unknown ftmsl 
D ClassD D Prohibited Area 0TRSA 
IZI Class E D Restricted Area 0FAR93 

WEATHER INFORMATION AT THE ACCIDENTnNCIDENT SITE 
Source of Pilot Weather Information Weather Observation Facility 
(Check all that apply) Facility ID: CVH 
IZINational Weather Service 0Company 

Observation Time: 1455 0 Flight Service Station DMilitary 
OTV/Radio Dinternet Time Zone: PDT 
IZI Automated Report 0None Distance from Accident Site: 30 nm D Commercial Weather Service (DUATS) 0Unknown 
DOn-Board Weather Direction from Accident Site: 45 ish degrees true 

Basic Conditions Light Condition 

®VMC 0Dawn ODusk: QDarkNight QUnknown 
0IMC (!)Day 0Night QBright Night 
0Unknown 

Sky/Lowest Cloud Condition Ceiling Temperature: (C) or 80 (F) 
®Clear 0 Thin Broken ®None (Clear) OObscured 
OFew 0 Thin Overcast OBroken 0 Indefinite Dew Point: (C) or (F) 
0 Partial Obscuration 0Unknown OOvercast 0Unknown 

Altimeter Setting: 29.99 in. Hg OScattered 

Lowest Cloud Condition Height Ceiling Height 
or MB 

ftagl ftagl 

Wind Direction Wind Speed Wind Gusts Visibility 10 miles 
IZI Variable 0Calm 1Z1 Not Gusting RVR: feet 

IZI Light and Variable 
-or- -or- -or- RVV: miles 

Direction: degrees true Speed: kts Speed: kts Density Altitude: ft 

Intensity of Precipitation Type of Precipitation (Check all that apply) Restriction to Visibility (Check all that apply) 

OLight 121 None D Drizzle D Freezing Rain 121 None DFog 
0Moderate DRain D Ice Pellets D Snow Shower D Blowing Dust DGroundFog 
0Heavy D Snow D Snow Pellets D Ice Pellets Shower D Blowing Sand DHaze 
ON/A D Hail D Snow Grains D Freezing Drizz1e D Blowing Snow Dice Fog 
Ounknown D Rain Showers D Ice Crystals 0 Blowing Spray DSmoke 

DDust OUnknown 

Icing Forecast Icing Actual Turbulence 
Amount Type Amount Type Type (Check all that apply) Severity 
®None ON/A ®None ON/A 121None DLight 
OTrace ORime 0Trace ORime DCiear Air DModerate 
0Light Oclear QLight OClear D Terrain-Induced DSevere 
0Moderate 0Mixed 0Moderate OMixed DConvective Turbulence DExtreme 
Osevere Ounknown Osevere 0Unknown 
0Unknown 0Unknown 

NOTAMs (D and FDC), AIRMETs, SIGMETs, PIREPs in effect at the time of the aecident/incident: 
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DAMAGE TO AIRCRAFT AND OTHER PROPERTY 
Aircraft Damage 
0 None ® Substantial 
0 Minor 0 Destroyed 

0 Unknown 

Aircraft Fire 
®None 
0 In-Flight 
0 On-Ground 

0 Both Ground and In-Flight 
0 Fire at Unknown Time 
Ounknown 

Description of Damage to Aircraft and Other Property (Use additional sheet if necessary) 

Aircraft Explosion 
®None 
0 In-Flight 
0 On-Ground 

0 Both Ground and In-Flight 
0 Explosion at Unknown Time 
0Unknown 

Right strut and wing broken, engine and propeller, left float dangling, broken windshield, aircraft submerged in lake for about 8-9 hours. 
some damage to tail. $400,000 to $600,000 in estimated damages. 

NARRATIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT (Pieese type or print In Ink) 

Describe what occurred in chronological order, including circumstances leading to and nature of accident/incident Describe terrain and include 
wreckage distribution sketch if pertinent Attach extra sheets if needed. State departure time and and location, services obtained, and intended 
destination. Provide as much detail as possible. 

Every winter we hanger the Beaver at Hollister airport. Every summer we take it up to British Columbia. My main job is to fly a Cessna 
Citation Excel and a Swearingen Merlin IIIC. When I am up in Canada on a trip in the Citation or Merlin, I do local flights in the Beaver. 
Since it is not good to have a Beaver sitting idle for the winter months I try to go down once per month if my schedule allows it. I typically 
go for a local flight of one hour of less and practice landings on water and land. On May 28th I departed Hollister Airport to exercise the 
Beaver by myself. 

I started the engine about 1450, warmed it up, ran engine and systems checks using a checklist. A little after1500 I departed runway 24 
with headwinds of about 12 knots. I was pretty light but still with these amphibian floats and their drag, could only get 300-400 fpm at best 
rate of climb and this is normal. I got the flaps to the climb position and set power to 30" mp and 2000 rpm. I was so intent on having the 
best climb speed that I completely forgot to raise the landing gear. It took me about 8 minutes to get to 3000'. I leveled off and set power 
to 28" and 1800 RPM and speed increased to about 110 mph which is normal for the airplane with the gear up and the flaps in cruise 
position. At 1525 I surveyed a place to land off Qiene Sabe Point on San Luis Reservoir. As the water was glassy I chose the point to help 
with depth perception as it is hard to judge the water when it is glassy. During the downwind portion I did a pre-landing flow check: Primer 
locked, fuel selector on the rear tank (which had about 15 gallons in it based on departing with 25 in rear tank and 35 in middle tank. 
Forward tank was empty}, Flaps were moved to takeoff (and then to landing position on base), Prop lever full forward, mixture rich, 
carborator heat not used as it was about 80 degrees and carb temp was well above 32. Then glancing at gear lights I saw green and it 
did not register after 40 years of looking for green lights in land airplanes that I should have looked for blue lights. On final about 25 feet 
above the water I had the nose up and added power to establish a 60 mph speed and a very shallow descent of about 1 00 feet per 
minute. when I made contact with the water there was an immediate sensation of drag (main wheels} and then a very fast forward pitch 
forward and down (as the nose gear dug in). I saw a wall of water coming toward me as the Beaver went vertical. Within a second, I was 
upside down hanging from my seat belt, (I had my shoulder harness on), shocked, and water started rushing in. As the water quickly 
approached my head I took a gulp of air and became almost completely immersed. Underwater, I looked for the door and handle but 
could not see it as the water was full of algae and visibility was about 2-4 feet. I also could not move as i still had my seat belt on. I 
realized this and thought wseat beltw and released it. Once free, I dropped down to the ceiling and turned around and came up for air. By 
then there was about two feet of air between the water and the floor (which was now the ceiling}. I took another breath of air and 
submerged to locate the door and handle. I could not see the door or find the handle and it did not help that everything was upside down. 
When I came up there was about a foot and one half of air and I thought this is how people drown ... I looked to the rear of the cabin and 
saw there was air back there and also knew there was a baggage door there that could be my escape route. confused and upside down I 
attempted to swim/climb over the rear two seats with the foot of air remaining. In reality I was trying to squeeze under the 6 inch clearance 
between the seats and floor. I figured it out and took another breath and swam under the back rests of the rear two rows of seats. I came 
up in the baggage area and there was still about a foot of air remaining. I quickly punched the baggage door out and open. I swam out 
and got on top of the upside down Beaver. I watched the last few bubbles come up from the cabin. It was completely full of water. It had 
taken me about 20 seconds to get out and within 30 seconds it was completely full of water. I rested and looked out on the lake and shore. 
Not a boat, vehicle or soul could be seen. I had lost my glasses and my hearing aids were in the airplane of in the lake. My cell phone 
also had vanished. Somehow a half empty bottle of fresh water floated up and I grabbed it. I did not know how long the airplane would 
float and I did not want to loose ifs location. I attempted to paddle it with a one of the oars that was on one of the floats. (the airplane 
would float for about 10 hours before it was removed from the lake after drifting slowly about 2 miles from the impact site). I swam about 
300 feet to shore and dried my clothes (t-shirt, jeans, boxers, socks and running shoes}. 

I stacked rocks to mark the location of the airplane in case it sank, and prepared for what I thought would be a 7-1 0 mile hike to the 
visitor center on the far side of the lake off Highway 152. After about a 2 mile hike and about 1630 I came upon two fishermen that let me 
use their phone. They also directed me to the road that leads to the Basalt Day Use Area toll/inspedion station. After about 1 mile a car 
picked me up and took me to the toll/inspection station where I was helped by the Park Rangers to start the recovery of the aircraft. It was 
about 1730 by this time. A airplane mechanic and another friend arrived about 1830 Action Towing arrived about 2000. They brought a 
tow truck and a boat. I got in the boat and went out to where the airplane was floating. They tied a line on it and dragged it inverted back 
,_ .. i._ a.. ........ ,--- TL.-~. -~--..1 ___ ,L... ....................... __ ..... ,_ ---- __ .... I ......... _: ............. a.i. ............. ···-- ........ ___ .... ,_ -4.:-t.. --· ......... I 1-A .. i. ..... ---- _, ..... i.. ...... ·' D 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CPINH type or print In Ink) 

Use this space if additional space is needed for any answers. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE 

Date of this Report 

05/31/2019 
mm/c/d.YY.yy 

Name of Pilot/Operator: ....;J:..:o;.:.;n:=at;::.;h:=a .:..:.n ..:..H:..:.· ..:..H:.:.:.ill:.:..:ie:..:.r ___________________ _ 

Signature:-----------------------------­

- or- 0 Check here to electronically sign this document 

H a Person Other than Pilot/Operator is Filing Report 

Name: -------------------------­

Signature:-------------------------

Title:--------------

- or- D Check here to electronically sign this document 

FOR NTSB USE ONLY 
NTSB Accident/Incident No. 
GAA19CA108 

Reviewed by NTSB Regional Office 
GAAID 
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Name of Investigator 
HICKS 

Date Report Received 
31MAY2019 




