PILOT/OPERATOR AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT/INCIDENT REPORT
rm to be used for reporting civil and public aircraft

Nearest City/Place: _Sugarloaf

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY

a

e

State: ME

ZIp. 04947
Latitude: 45 08 33 N

Country: USA

Date:

Accident/lnéident Date/Time
09/06/2018

BOARD

ccidents and

incidents

Local Time:

10:50 AM

Registration Number:

(Enter in decimal degrees or degrees: minutes:seconds)

N2137G

Longitude: 70 20 22 W

mm/dd/yyyy

Time Zone: EASTERN

Manufacturer: MORSTAD ANDREW TED

Model: AVID MAGNUM

Collision with Other Aircraft:

O IFR-Equipped and Certified
O Commercial Space Flight
O Unmanned Aircraft

O Midair

OOn-ground @ None

Serial Number: 0095

Maximum Gross Weight: 1800
Weight at Time of Accident/Incident: 1645

Ibs

O Annual

O Other, specify:

Type of Maintenance Program (Select one)

® Conditional (Amateur-built only)

O Manufacturer’s Inspection Program
O Other Approved Inspection Program (A AIP)
O Continuous Airworthiness

Ibs
Year of Manufacture: 2000 Number of Seats: 2 Flight Crew Seats: 0
Amateur-Built: ®Yes If Yes: @Kit/Plans Make: AVID AIRCRAFT Cabin Crew Seats: 0 Passenger Seats: 1
ONo Q Original Design N s e
umber of Engines: 1 _
Category of Aircraft | Type of Airworthiness Certificate Landing Gear Engine Type (Select one)
® Airplane (Check all that apply) (Check all that apply) ® Reciprocating QLiquid Rocket
OBalloon SDtandard SI:[I)ecial [CJRetractable O Turbo Shaft QO Solid Rocket
O Blimp/Dirigible Normal Restricted . . O Turbo Prop Q Hybrid Rocket
OGlider O Aerobatic O] Limited O Tricycle OTailwheel O Turbo Jet ONone
O Gyroplane [ Bailoon O Provisional [ Amphibian OHigh Skid | O Turbo Fan O Unknown
O Helicopter O Commuter [ Special Flight [CJEmergency Float [Iskid O Electric
8Powered Lift E Transport Experimental OFloat [Oski
Rocket Utility Special Light-Sport OHult [OSki/Wheel Fuel S ; ;
. tem T
OUltralight O Experimental Light-Sport ot VR @ueé is eltn ype (Reczg’z;catlmlg). d
ther Launch/Reco Syst arburetor uel-Injecte
OUnknown OCertificate of Authorization or Waiver (COA) o very System !
[INone nknown [ None [J Unknown
Date Rated Power Total Time Since:
Engine Manufacturer’s of Mfg. ® Horsepower or} Time Inspection | Overhaul
Engine | Engine Manufacturer Model/Series Serial Number mm/ddyyyy | O lbs of Thrust (hours) | (hours) (hours)
Eng. 1 |Lycoming 0320 - E2D L-21887-27A maj.2/19/99| 150 24 203
Eng. 2
Eng. 3
Eng. 4
. Propel]er 1 QFixed Pitch Prope]]er 2 QFixed Pitch
Last Inspection Type QControllable Pitch QO Controllable Pitch
O100-Hour O Continuous Airworthiness OGround Adjustable OGround Adjustable
82/\1}’ | 8801]1?]1“0“31 Inspection Manufacturer: _Sensenich Manufacturer:
nnua nknown
Model: _74DM56 Model:
Date Last Inspection: 05/12/2018
P W ELT Installed: ®Yes QNo Additional Equipment (Check all that apply)
Airframe Total Time: 178.5 hrs If Yes: E/I:Efi;ie Parachute
ELT Manufacturer: Kin
hours measured at (Select one) Model an; ’:i ;r e.r KT7gA OAngle of Attack Indicator
@© Last Inspection O Time of Accident/Incident odel or tart No.: O Autopilot
TSO No.: ®C91 (121.5 MHz) OC91a (121.5 MHz) O Data Recorder

OCI126 (406 MHz)

Was ELT still mounted in aircraft? ®Yes ONo
Was ELT still connected to antenna? ®Yes ONo
Did ELT Activate? ®Yes ONo

If activated:
Did ELT Aid in Locating Aircraft: ®Yes ONo

O None

Description of Fire Extinguishing System

© Specify: Overhead fire extinguisher

If not activated:
Indicate Reason: [JImpact Damage
O Fire Damage
O Battery Expired/Damaged

O Unknown

[AAElectronic Flight Bag or Handheld Device
[OElectronic Multifunction Display
OElectronic Primary Flight Display
Handheld GPS

OHeads Up Display

O Onboard Weather

[JSatellite Tracking Device

[Stall Warning System

[dVideo Recording Device

Other, Specify: . . .
[ pecify survival vests with satellite

SOS Beacons
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Registered Aircraft Owner

City: Colchester

Name: Frank A Gibney

State: Vermont ZIP: 05446

Fractional Ownership Aircraft: O Yes ® No Country: USA
Operator of Aircraft Same As Registered Owner Same Address as Registered Owner
Name: City:
Doing Business As: State: ZIP:
Air Carrier/Operator Designator (4 Character Code): Country:
Operating Certificates Held Regulation Flight Conducted Under | Revenue Operation for FAR 121, 125, 129, 135
(Check all that apply) (Select one for each group)
[INone ©FAR91 OFAR 129  OFAR415 O Scheduled or Commuter O Domestic
OFlag Carrier Operating Certificate (FAR 121) | QFAR 103  QFAR 133 QFAR 431 O Non-Scheduled or Air Taxi Q International
[dSupplemental QFAR 121 QFAR 135 (QFAR435
OAir Cargo QFAR 125 QFAR 137  QFAR 437
[OForeign Air Carriers (FAR 129) ] ) O Passenger
ORotorcraft External Load (FAR 133) OFAR 91 Special Fl‘ght O Cargo
EICommuter Air Carrier (FAR 135) O Non-US, Commercial ) O Mail Contract Only
OOn-Demand Air Taxi (FAR 135) O Non-US, Non-commercial
DCommercial Air Tour (FAR 136) Purpose of Flight for FAR 91, 103, 133, 137
O Agricultural Aircraft (FAR 137) OPublic Aircraft (Select one) (Select one)
OPilot School (FAR 141) O Armed Forces ) o ) )
OCertificate of Authorization or Waiver (COA) O Federal O Aerial Application OFnjeﬁghtmg O Unknown
B Commercial Space Transportation O State 0 Aerial Observation OFllght Test

Experimental Permit O Local O Air Drop OGlider Tow
O Commercial Space Transportation License O Air Race/Show O lInstructional
O Other Operator of Large Aircraft O Unknown O Banner Tow QO Other Work Use

Q Business @ Personal
QO Executive/Corporate Q) Positioning
- Q External Load Skydivin,
Revenue Sightseeing Flight Air Medical Flight OFerry Ostkydiving
QOYes @No QOYes @No

Airport Name: Distance From Airport Center: sm
Airport Identifier: Direction From Airport: degrees true
Proximity to Airport: Q Off Airport/Airstrip QO On Airport/Airstrip  ON/A Airport Elevation: . msl
Runway Information Condition of Runway/Landing Surface (Check all that apply)
Runway ID: (L/R/C) Length: ft Width: ft | ODry [0 Snow-Compacted O Water-Calm
- [ Holes [ Snow-Crusted O Water-Choppy

Runway/Landing Surface (Check all that apply) [ Ice Covered O Snow-Dry [ Water-Glassy
[ Asphalt O Grass/Turf [ Macadam [ Water [ Rough [ Snow-Wet O Wet

[J Concrete [ Gravel [ Metal/Wood [ Rubber Deposits O Soft

[ Dirt Olce O Snow O Unknown [OSlush-Covered O Vegetation O Unknown
Approach/Departure Segment (Select one)

QTaxi QOVEFR Departure QOOn Instrument Approach ~ QDownwind QLow Approach

QTakeoff OIFR Departure Procedure/Clearance ~ QLanding OBase QO Go Around

Qlnitial Climb QFinal O Aborted Landing (after touchdown)

QO Crosswind QO Unknown

IFR Approach (Check all that apply) VFR Approach (Check all that apply)

[ONone [ONone

CJADF/NDB OPAR OMLS DO Practice [ Traffic Pattern 1 Stop and Go

OsDF [CdSidestep OLDA aGes [ Straight-In O Touch and Go

O VOR/TVOR amns OAsrR O valley/Terrain Following O] Simulated Forced Landing
O VOR/DME OLocalizer Only Ovisual O Go Around [ Forced Landing
OTACAN OLOC-back course OContact O Full Stop [ Precautionary Landing

CIRNAV OCircling
O Unknown [ Unknown
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Crewmember 1” Responsibilities at the

“Flight

Time of Accident/Incident
©pPilot  OCo-Pilot ~ OStudentPilot ~ OFlight Instructor O Check Pilot O Flight Engineer O Other Flight Crew

“Flight Crewmember 1” was pilot flying [Yes [JNo
“Flight Crewmember 1” Identification

First Name: Frank City of Residence: Colchester

Middle Initial: A State: Vermont ZIP: 05446

Last Name: Gibney Country: _USA

Age at time of Accident/Incident: 66 Date of Birth: __ mm/dd/yyyy
Certificate Number: -__
Degree of Injury Seat Occupied Restraint Type Inflatable Restraints
® None Q Fatal ® Left Q Front Q Unknown Avai
. ; vailable Used

O lg/hr}M O Unknown O lélght O }S{‘earl O None O None Not Installed
Q Serious Q Center Q Simgle O Lap only OLap only O Installed
Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) @® 3-point ® 3-p0%nt [J Not Deployed
[ None [ Flight Instructor Commercial US Military o 4-po;nt O;t-pogg =] gzﬂ?s’&i
O Private O Recreational O Airline Transport [ Foreign Q S-point Sl =
O Student O Sport [ Flight Engineer O Unknown O own
Principal Occupation Medical Certificate Medical Certificate Validity Date of Last Medical
Q Pilot O None ®Class 3 ® Without limitations/waivers © Unknown
® Other O Class 1 O Driver’s License (Sport Pilot only) O With limitations/waivers ON/A _08/30/2018 _
QO Unknown QClass2 QO Unknown O Special Issuance mm/dd]yyyy

Medical Certificate Limitations

There are no limitations, however this Form does not include the BasicMed as an authorized Medical Certificate. | marked Class 3 as my most recent
Medical certificate which was replaced by my BasicMed on 08/30/2018.

Medical Certificate Special Issuance

Date of Last Flight Review Flight Review Aircraft
or Equivalent, Including
FAR 121/135 Checks: 07/09/2018 Make: Fleet Ronald L
mm/dd/yyyy Model: RV-6

Airplane Rating(s) Other Aircraft Rating(s) Instrument Rating(s) Instructor Rating(s)
(Check all that apply) (Check all that apply) (Check all that apply) (Check all that apply)
a N_one ‘ [ None [ None 3 None [J Instrument Airplane
Single-Engine Land O Airship [ Airplane O Airplane Single-Engine O Instrument Helicopter
Single-Engine Sea O Balioon O Helicopter O Airplane Multi-Engine [1 Helicopter
[l Multiengine Land O Glider [ Powered Lift [ Gyroplane [ Glider
O Multiengine Sea O Gyroplane O Powered Lift O Sport

[ Helicopter

[ Powered Lift

Type Ratings

Student Endorsements (Include dates)

Flight Time (Enter appropriate Al This Make A;.l:;: ¢ Airplane Instrument Lighter
number of hours in each box) Aircraft & Model Engine Multiengine Night Actual | Simulated | Rotorcraft Glider Than Air
Total Time 4,581 175 2,290 1,250 240 1,350 55 680

Pilot in Command (PIC) 4,381 175 2,290 1,250 205 1,150 65 480

Time as Instructor

This Make/Model 0 0 0 _
Last 90 Days 23 14 9 0 0 0 0

Last 30 Days 6 6 0 0 0 0 0

Last 24 Hours 0 0 0 0 0 0 0




- CREWMEMBER' RMATI(

“Flight Crewmember 2” Responsibilities at the Time of Accident/Incident

OPilot O Co-Pilot O Student Pilot OFlight Instructor OCheck Pilot O Flight Engineer O Other Flight Crew

“Flight Crewmember 2” was pilot flying [ Yes ONo
“Flight Crewmember 2” Identification

First Name: City of Residence:

Middle Initial: State: ZIP:

Last Name: Country:

Age at time of Accident/Incident: Date of Birth: mm/dd/yyyy
Certificate Number:
Degree of Injury Seat Occupied Restraint Type Inflatable Restraints
O None O Fatal OLeft OFront O Unknown Available Used
O Minor O Unknown ORight ORear
Serious O Center OSingle O None O None CINot Installed
O Lap only QO Lap only O Installed
Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) O 3-point Q 3-point [ Not Deployed
[ None [ Flight Instructor O Commercial O Us Military 0 4—p0¥nt o 4-po¥nt D[Djiilg)yed
[ Private [ Recreational O Airline Transport [ Foreign O 5-point O 5-point O own
[ Student O Sport [0 Flight Engineer O Unknown O Unknown
Principal Occupation Medical Certificate Medical Certificate Validity Date of Last Medical
O Pilot QO None O Class 3 QO Without limitations/waivers Q) Unknown
® Other Q Class 1 O Driver’s License (Sport Pilot only) | O With limitations/waivers O N/A -
Q Unknown O Class 2 Q© Unknown o] Special Issuance mm/dd/yyyy
Medical Certificate Limitations
Medical Certificate Special Issuance
Date of Last Flight Review Flight Review Aircraft
or Equivalent, Including
FAR 121/135 Checks: Make:
mm/dd/yyyy Model:
Airplane Rating(s) Other Aircraft Rating(s) Instrument Rating(s) Instructor Rating(s)
{Check all that apply) (Check all that apply) (Check all that apply) (Check all that apply)
[ None ' O None O None O None O Instrument Airplane
O Single-Engine Land O Airship O Airplane O Airplane Single-Engine O Instrument Helicopter
0O Single-Engine Sea [ Balloon O Helicopter O Airplane Multi-Engine O Helicopter
[J Multiengine Land O Glider O Powered Lift O Gyroplane O Glider
[0 Multiengine Sea [ Gyroplane [ Powered Lift O Sport
[ Helicopter
[ Powered Lift
Type Ratings Student Endorsements (Include dates)
. . . Airplane

Flight Time (Enter appropriate All This Make Single Airplane Instrument Lighter
number of hours in each box) Aircraft & Model Engine Multiengine Night Actual Simulated | Rotorcraft Glider Than Air
Total Time
Pilot in Command (PIC)
Time as Instructor
This Make/Model
Last 90 Days
Last 30 Days
Last 24 Hours




Accident/Incident Aircraft?

ONo | of this Accident/Incident:

Crew Name and Address Seat Occupied Injury
First Name: City of Residence: OlLeft 8§r0nt 8 None
. . . ) O Center ear Minor
Middle Initial: State: ZIP: ORight OSingle O Serious
Last Name: Country: O Unknown O Fatal
O Unknown
Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) Restraint Type: Inflatable
Available  Used i
[ None O Flight Instructor O Commercial O us Military O None O None Restraints
O private Recreational O Airline Transport O Foreign OLapOnly OLap Only [ Not Installed
O student O sport LI Flight Engineer Q 3-point O 3-point [J Installed
O 4-point O 4-point (] EOt IDeployed
Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at the Time O 5-point O 5-point g Ug]ri:yed
QOUnknown  Q Unknown O own

S T T L O P S P D A

Seat Occupied

Crew Name and Address Injury
First Name: City of Residence: OLeft 8;"0‘“ 8 None
. o . . QOCenter car Minor
Middle Initial: State: ZIP: ORight OSingle O Serious
Last Name: Country: O Unknown O Fatal
O Unknown
Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) Restraint Type: Inflatable
O None O Flight Instructor O Commercial O US Military Available Used Restraints
. - . QO None QO None
[ Private [ Recreational [ Airline Transport [ Foreign OLapOnly  QLap Only [ Not Installed
O Student O Sport [ Flight Engineer O 3-point O 3-point [ Installed
- - O 4-point O 4-point [0 Not Deployed
Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at the Time O 5-point O 5-point [ Deployed
cident/Incident Aircraft? OYes [ONo |of this Accident/Incident: OUnknown O Unknown| [ Unknown
— — — —_ — , ——

Inflatable
Name and Address Seat Injury Restraint Type Restraints Age
FirstN City * Colchest Available  Used
irst Name: Diane ity : Colchester
ty Qleft ® None ONone O None Not Installed | [J Under 5 years
Middle Initial: E State: VI ZIP: 05446 OCenter | OMinor 8Lap Only 8Lap Only | 7 Installed
_— : : 3-point 3-point Not Deplovyed | If Under 5
Last Name: Mut C : ®Right O Serious ' ! [ Not Deploye s
ountry: USA OUnknown | OFatal 8451-p0¥nt 8 4-point | 7 Deployed O Child Restraint
: OUnknown -point S-point | [ Unknown O Lap-Held
OCrew @®Passenger Q Other Row: OUnknown O Unknown o Unll)(nown
First N o Available  Used
irst Name: ity -
ty OlLeft QONone ONone O None [ Not Installed | CJUnder S years
Middle Initial: State: ZIP: OCenter O Minor 8L3P Only O Lap iny O installed
ORight | OSerious 3-point O 3-point | [JNot Deployed | 4 Under 3,
Last N: : C : gl . . pioy
ast Name ountry OUnknown | OFatal 8‘5‘-1’0?“ 84-p0!nt O Deployed O Child Restraint
O Unknown -point S-point | [JUnknown O Lap-Held
Crew Passenger Other Row: ap-te
o o 8 O ow: ___ OUnknown O Unknown O Unknown
First Name: ci Available  Used
rst Name: ity Oleft QONone ONone O None i [ONot Installed | CJUnder 5 years
Middle Initial: State: ZIP: OCenter | OMinor 8§ap Only 8Lap Only | q nstalled
ORight O Serious -potnt 3-point | FNot Deployed | f Under 5,
Last Name: Ci : ; ;
ast Rame ountry OUnknown 8Fata1 82-5231: 8‘51-p0%ni Egeil:yed O Child Restraint
) Unknown -pom -poimn nknown QO Lap-Held
OCrew OPassenger O Other Row: OUnknown O Unknown © Unknown
First N ci Available  Used
irst Name: :
m Tty Qleft O None ONone ONone O Not Installed | B3 Under 5 years
Middle Initial: State: ZIP; OCenter | OMinor 83Lap Only 8Lap Only | A Installed
- ORight O Serious -point 3-point | [ Not Deployed | If Under 5,
t N : : ; :
Last Name Country: OUnknown | OFatal 8‘5‘-1)01“‘ 84-P°}nt [ Deployed O Child Restraint
O Unknown -point S-point | ] Unknown Lan-Held
OCrew QPassenger Q Other Row: OUnknown  © Unknown 8 U?l)moivn




£l

Last Departure Point

Time of Departure Destination

Type Flight Plan Filed

Airport ID: M57 Airport ID: 3B1 ® None O VFR/IFR

Time: 10:25 AM O Com
. VLo ANE . : pany VFR O IFR

City: Rar?geley . City: Greenville O Military VFR © Unknown

State: Maine Time Zone: Eastern | siate: ME O VFR

Country: USA Country: USA Activated? QYes ONo QUnknown

Type of ATC Clearance/Service (Check all that apply)

None [ Special VFR [ Special IFR O VFR Flight Following O Cruise

O VFR O IFrR [ VFR On Top O Traffic Advisory [0 Unknown / NA

Airspace where the accident/incident occurred (Check all thaf ‘apply) . . Altitude of In-Flight

O Class A OClass G [J Military Operations Area (MOA)  []Special Occurrence:

O Class B O Demo Area [ Airport Advisory Area [ Air Traffic Control Area )

O Class C OWarning Area [ Jet Training Area O Unknown 4000 est.  fimsl

O Class D O Prohibited Area O TRSA

Class E [OFAR 93

[ Restricted Area

Weather Observation Facility

(Check all that apply) _ Facility ID:

I National Weather Service [ Company N

O Flight Service Station O Military Observation Time:

D TV/Radio Internet Time Zone:

Automated Report [ None . . .

Commercial Weather Service (DUATS)  [J Unknown Distance from Accident Site: nm

[IOn-Board Weather Direction from Accident Site: degrees true
Basic Conditions Light Condition

®vMmC ODawn ODusk O Dark Night OUnknown

Oomc ®Day ONight OBright Night

O Unknown

Sky/Lowest Cloud Condition Ceiling Temperature: ©) or (F)

O Clear ® Thin Broken O None (Clear) QO Obscured .

O Few O Thin Overcast O Broken ® Indefinite Dew Point: ©) or ()

O Partial Obscuration O Unknown O Overcast O Unknown . . .

O Scattered Altimeter Setting: in. Hg
Lowest Cloud Condition Height Ceiling Height or MB

4500 est. till surprised ft agl ft agl

Wind Direction Wind Speed Wind Gusts Visibility 7+ miles

Variable [ Calm [0 Not Gusting RVR:

R: fe
O Light and Variable oet
-or- —or- -or- RVV: miles

Direction: dif at Zidegrees true | Speed: _Sig. at alt. g kts Speed: Signif at alt. «kis Density Altitude: ft

Intensity of Precipitation Type of Precipitation (Check all that apply)

Restriction to Visibility (Check all that apply)

OLight None O Drizzle O Freezing Rain [ None O Fog
O Moderate 0 rain O 1ce Pellets O Snow Shower [ Blowing Dust [0 Ground Fog
O Heavy O Snow Snow Pellets [ Tce Pellets Shower O Blowing Sand [1 Haze
©N/A O Hail Snow Grains [ Freezing Drizzle [ Blowing Snow [ Ice Fog
O Unknown O Rain Showers O Ice Crystals [ Blowing Spray [ Smoke
O Dust [J Unknown
Icing Forecast Icing Actual Turbulence
Amount Type Amount Type Type (Check all that apply) Severity
®© None ON/A ® None ONA [ None OLight
O Trace O Rime O Trace ORime [ Clear Air DO Moderate
O Light O Clear O Light O Clear Terrain-Induced [HSevere
O Moderate O Mixed O Moderate O Mixed OConvective Turbulence OExtreme
O Severe O Unknown O Severe O Unknown
O Unknown O Unknown

NOTAMs (D and FDC), AIRMETs, SIGMETs, PIREPs in effect at the time of the accident/incident:
Reviewed above with temps. winds, and ceilings on ForeFlight 30 min prior to takeoff.




Aircraft Damage Aircraft Explosion

O None O Substantial ® None O Both Ground and In-Flight ® None O Both Ground and In-Flight
O Minor ® Destroyed O In-Flight O Fire at Unknown Time O In-Flight O Explosion at Unknown Time

O Unknown O On-Ground O Unknown O On-Ground O Unknown

Description of Damage to Aircraft and Other Property (Use additional sheet if necessary)

Pictures forwarded to NTSB best sum up the terrain, vegetation, and aircraft damage. Significant wind damage, new and old, surrounding
the accident site made it very difficult to navigate the undergrowth after the accident. Essentially the forward flight speed was reduced as
much as possible minimizing impact and damage, allowing Pilot and Passenger to hike away uninjured.

Describe what occurred in chronological order, including circumstances leading to and nature of accident/incident. Describe terrain and include
wreckage distribution sketch if pertinent. Attach extra sheets if needed. State departure time and and location, services obtained, and intended
destination. Provide as much detail as possible.

On Thursday September 6th at the Rangeley, ME (M57) Seaplane Base, morning rainy skies gave way to clearing. After getting WiFi,
checking ForeFlight for VFR flight categories; surface and winds aloft; visibilities; ceilings and sky coverages; seeing improving trends;
with less than 7 Kt. winds out of the West, | planned a 1500’ AGL route over Flagstaff Lake to Greenville (3B1). Packed and ready to go,
Diane and | met another local seaplane pilot with his Taylor Craft refueling at the dock. To cover each other, we decided to fly together in
formation, with me following, instead of my following my own plan. After fueling, discussing the formation, frequencies, finishing
pre-flights, and discussing weather, we took off a mile apart, then rejoined. He changed me over to 123.45 from 122.8 and we checked in.
| had to throttle back from 105 mph to 85mph to not outfly the Taylor craft. Even though I'd had plenty of experience flying formation in the
Air Force | didn’t want make Lead nervous so we stayed at 50 feet, 45deg. back off his left side, level. | saw we were visibly approaching
the ridge with apparently no significant turbulence or issues. With no notice, or warning, we were suddenly in IMC conditions and Lead
disappeared. | was VFR until the instant the conditions changed. | immediately jogged left 10 degrees, so as not to run into him, as |
transitioned to instruments. As | transitioned to instruments, the aircraft was caught in a downdraft. A second later the windscreen filled
with trees, that | recollect were less than a hundred feet away. [ instantly pulled the nose up to dissipate energy. We hit the trees and
stopped immediately.

We looked at each other, took immediate steps to get out, stepped down four feet to the ground, and got away from the AC to collect our
thoughts. | then took a risk to go back in the AC and put on the headset. Even though the mike switch was pulled out, with the Master on
it sounded like | was transmitting. | called out twice on 123.45. No response. | changed quickly to the old freq. 122.8 with a "Mayday
Mayday". No response. | shut the Master off to mitigate the possibility of sparks. | jumped away from the AC again. We both had survival
vests on, with two Satellite transmitters. | entered the aircraft another time to grab our two duffels with all our camping gear, food, clothes,
and necessary other stuff, including water. | located my glasses, and phone in the cockpit as well. The glasses came off in the crash.

It was very difficult to get safely away from the AC. There were downed trees from wind everywhere. There wasn’t much debris scattered
and everything seemed to be in a twenty-foot radius. Away from the aircraft now, | had previously downloaded Google maps for the State
of Maine on my phone in case we found ourselves lost, on the ground, without Cell coverage. | had our exact location and also saw that
we were a hundred yards or so away from the Appalachian Trail. | sent Diane to find the Trail as | wrestled the gear in that direction. My
phone also pinpointed our GPS coordinates. At the Trail we had cell coverage. | called 911. Without a scratch, or being injured, we
strapped our duffels onto our day-packs and headed down the trail 4.5 miles out to the road. Through hikers and Rescue folks met us and
helped carry part of our loads. | received calls from the Maine State Wardens Office, FAA, NTSB, and a local Volunteer / Commercial
Pilot flying overhead, who had honed in on the ELT beacon and was attempting to find out if we were OK. This all occurred as we were
carrying loads out the trail.

Thanks continue to go out to so many who made sure we were safe.




Operator/Owner Safety Recommendation

1. First, had | followed my own, lower altitude planned route of flight from Seaplane Base M57, across Flagstaff Lake, to the land airport
3B1 (Greenville, Maine) that morning, | would have avoided unexpected and unpredicted winds and IMC coming over the ridge at 3,000
My previously planned route would also have afforded me multiple water landing opportunities if we needed them for any reason.

2. The decision to fly in formation can provide pilots and passengers in two or more aircraft unparalleled oversight and safety should one
aircraft go down. Particularly in remote Maine, the absence of cell phone coverage, limited roads / trails and dense vegetation can make
being found very time consuming if not impossible if the aircraft has to make an off-field / off-water landing. This possibility is what
encourages many flying to the same destinations to fly together in formation. This was why | joined another, as wingman, instead of going
on my own. In retrospect, | should have stacked high and in trail of Lead, as we crossed the mountain ridge, or better, follow the route |
planned.

3. | talked to two of the Professional Pilots who came looking for us, the first one responding to and honing in on the beacon, both were
very surprised at not only how strong and “squirrelly” the winds were, but that the winds were more out of the North/ NE. The lower
elevation winds were out of the West. Not only was the wind a surprise, but obscuring phenomenon along with it, came over the ridge
without warning.

Was there Mechanical Malfunction/Failure? [ Yes [ No Total Time/Cycles
(If yes, list the name of the part, manufacturer, part no., serial no., and describe the failure.) On Part
Hours
Cycles

Time Since This Part
Inspected/Overhauled

Hours

Fuel on Board at Last Takeoff Fuel Type

(Convert from pounds, as necessary) O 80/87 O 115/145 O JetB O Other, specify
18 Gall © 100LowLead O JetA O 178
allons QO 100/130 O Jet A-1 QO Automotive

Other Services, if Any, Prior to Departure

Internet access was provided by the Seaplane Base in order for me to access ForeFlight and the information available there.

Was an emergency evacuation of the aircraft performed? O Yes No

Method of Exit — Describe how the occupants exited and how many occupants evacuated each location

Both Passenger and Pilot exited the right door.

Damage to Other Aircraft

[ Destroyed [ Minor
[ Substantial [J None

Manufacturer:
Model:

Aircraft Registration Number

Registered Owner of Other Aircraft Pilot of Other Aircraft
Name: Name:

City: City:

State: ZIP: State: Z1P:
Country: Country:
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Use this space if additional space is needed for any answers.

As the Pilot of N2137G, I'm interested in learning everything | can about how to better understand and avoid unforecasted, unexpected
IMC conditions, and significant winds that were significant contributors to the Crash. Since the Accident | have interviewed two Pilots who
were flying just over our crash site, shortly after the crash. The firstis a Commercial Pilot who took it on his own to spend significant time
overflying the crash site in response to the ELT beacon he heard. He reported the crash to the State. The second is a Chief Pilot for
Maine State Forest Service, (| NN o vas 2 Crew-member in the Huey Officially overflying the crash site. His
account below, shed significant light on the unexpected conditions that surprised both of us that morning. 1 appreciate John's account to
me by email below. His description of the affect on their Huey was of particular significance to me since | had earlier in my flying career,
as an Officer in the Army Guard, successfully completed "The High-Altitude Army Natl. Guard Aviation Training at HAATS in Colorado, as
Pilot in Command of a Huey myself.. Chief Pilot John's quoted account to me is below.

"Crowley, John
Thu, Sep 13, 12:10 PM (1 day ago)

Frank,

When we got the call that a helicopter was needed to bring a crew of rescuers and investigators to a crash site on Bigelow, we loaded up a
Huey with our short haul gear and manned with two crew chiefs. We landed at Sugarloaf Regional to pick up the two investigators and
three rescuers and experienced a 8 or so knot wind out of the W/NW. The crash site was at around 3,000 feet and the temperature was
20 C at that altitude. We could see from above that the wind on Flagstaff Lake was still out of the North West, but at the Bigelow ridgeline
it seemed to me that the wind was more out of the North or maybe even a little North East. The wind was also much closer to 20 knots and
very gusty. The Warden Service Cessna 185 was 500 feet over head and their Chief Pilot said that there was a great deal of turbulence
and that he was getting bounced around a great deal.

I was working as a crew chief on that flight, so the PIC did a hover power check at 3,000 feet and felt that he had sufficient power to
attempt to land the crew at a flat spot at the east end of Horn Pond. As we approached the pond we dipped below the ridgeline and wind
define changed direction. The wind coming over the top was diving down and made the "burble” on that back side rough getting through.
We also had the wind coming through a small saddle that was hitting a bowl on the east side of the pond which made the wind come at us
from the right side and possible gave us a tail wind. The pilot mentioned that he was using more right pedal than he was comfortable with,
but was below the ridgeline so he continued the approach to get into ground effect over the pond. The wind was buffeting enough so that
even with sufficient power, we were having trouble maintaining directional control with the new tailwind. We decided to abort the landing
due to the winds and slowly climbed through the saddle to the north side of the ridgeline. We dropped off the rescuers back at Sugarioaf,
since we had been told by then that you had made it down the mountain to a point where you met up with a crew that was heading up to
meet you. We then flew back to the site so that the investigators could get a few photos of the crash from the air.

Afterwards, the PIC and | spent quite a bit of time debriefing the landing and climbed into the charts to see the power margins available at
that altitude and temperature. We confirmed that we had the power available for the fanding, but that the high, gusty winds were more
than the Huey could handie while getting buffeted by the winds coming over the ridgeline.

| hope this helps. And again, nice job dropping your plane the way that you did to avoid injuries.

John Crowley"
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