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On about 14:45z on August 24th, I took off from KPOU, for the final leg of my trip from Vero Beach, FL. Up until that time, the trip had been without incident.
On August 22nd, I started at X52, stopped for night at KBQK. On August 23rd, I got gas at KRCZ and flew on to KESN for night. On August 24th, I flew to
KPOU for gas, and then started the final leg to 2B9 (Post Mills). I used flight following where available. No one else was on board.

The leg to 2B9 started off normally. Weather at the nearest airport, KLEB was reported by AWOS as clear, with winds at around my time of passing that
airport reported at 190 at 8 and then 270 at 7.

A little after 1600z, I approached 2B9 from over the Connecticut river to the southeast. It was easy to identify the airport, next to Lake Fairlee. I live near the
airport in the summer months have landed there often as a student glider pilot, albeit on a different runway.

I overflew the airport at 500 feet above TPA to observe activity on the ground and see the windsock. There were gliders near the runway, but their
operations that day seemed to have ended. I hadn’t heard them on CTAF for a while. The windsock indicated a moderate wind from about 250 – consistent
with the KLEB report. I chose runway 22, left pattern.

I hadn’t flown power planes around mountains very much. The bulk of my training, both for private pilot and tailwheel, had been in Florida, with its flat,
wide-open spaces. Still, given that I knew the airport and it had grass runways (easier for tailwheels), I felt confident I could handle it.

On first landing attempt, I flew the base leg as close to a mountain as I was comfortable, but ended up to high, with too much speed on final. The plant
floated, touched down, and started to bounce. I did an immediate go around, but found myself uncomfortably close to the trees as I climbed out. I couldn’t
have waited much longer for the go-around and lived to talk about it.

On the second landing attempt, I had energy in the aircraft more under control, and the landing seemed to be going well. Just a little skip after touchdown.
But then the aircraft started to bounce, and it started to look like a PIO. This is normally an automatic go around, but, after the first scary go-around, I
decided to try to save the landing instead. Just as the bounces stopped, the airplane shot off at a 45-degree angle to the left. With more real estate to deal
with, the move would have either been corrected by me
 or developed into a ground loop. Since the trees and shrubs were so close by, I hit those instead. My left wing caught a tree, which turned to the plane to
the left and destroyed the left wing. The time was about 1615z. The plane’s ELT ran for about 10 minutes before I turned it off. I called Flight Service to be
sure someone didn’t send out a search party.

I was not hurt. The only other damage was to a tree.

Take mountain flying instruction before attempting to land at an airport like 2B9
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