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The aircraft was destroyed. Right wingtip detached approximately 3 feet from the tip. Propeller bent. Engine mount deformed. Cowling
destroyed. Aft fuselage bent behind cabin area.

No other property damage occurred as the aircraft impacted trees in a small forested area bordering a residential property and fell into high
brush on the margin of that property without coming close to any structure.

Subject: Event description pertaining to Aircraft Accident involving N5787L on May 24, 2018.
I taxied the aircraft to the run-up area for runway 06 at Spruce Creek Airport (7FL6) at approximately 4:00 PM and performed a run-up and
mag check. After takeoff I made a left downwind departure to the West of the airport remaining at approximately 1000 feet to be clear of the
Daytona Beach Airport (KDAB) Class Charlie airspace. I continued to the West Southwest about two miles when the engine quit. While
searching for an off airport landing spot I made a right turn back towards 7FL6 while switching tanks and checking the mixture rich. The
engine re-started briefly and then quit again. I returned the fuel selector to the original tank. The engine did not re-start. The terrain was
heavy vegetation of unknown height bordered on most sides by trees and did not appear suitable for an off-airport landing. I observed a
possible landing area, but on further observation it was below high tension power lines and I abandoned that possible choice as unfit for a
landing attempt. I saw a clear area ahead to the South and proceeded in that direction. As the aircraft continued to descend I saw that my
glide path would not clear the trees between my position and the possible landing area. By this point the altitude was very low and there
was no other option than maintaining the speed, avoiding the stall, and flying under control into the trees. The aircraft fell in a flat attitude
into the brush below the trees.
After the crash I turned off the mags and master switch and exited the aircraft by kicking out a rear window.

Emergency medical team arrived immediately having been notified by local residents who observed the aircraft descending. A fireman also
arrived at the same time.

The intended destination had been a return to 7FL6.



I should have made a positive determination of fuel on board prior to takeoff.

✔

Engine stoppage. Reason unknown.

Engine: Lycoming O-290-D2, Serial number 6461-21
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Pilot and sole occupant evacuated the aircraft by kicking out the right rear window.
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