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Aluu11 '"'-1 FUGHT Ill"! I ~~:: ...... -~of cabin~- itha 

Crew Name and Address Seat Occupied Injury 

First Name: City of Residence: OLeft OFront ONone 

Middle Initial: State: ZIP: Ocenter ORear OMinor 
0Right OSingle OSerious 

Last Name: Country: OUDknown 0Fatal 
Ounknown 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) Restraint Type: Inflatable 

DNone D Flight Instructor D Connnercial D us Military 
Available Used Restraints 
ONone ONone 

DPrivatc D Recreational D Airline Transport DForeign 0Lap0nly 0Lap0nly D Not Installed 

D Student D Sport D Flight Engineer 03-point 03-point D Installed 

04-point 04-point D Not Deployed 

Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at the Time 05-point 05-point D Deployed 

OUDknown OUnknown D Unknown 
Accident/Incident Aircraft? DYes DNo of this Accident/Incident: hrs 

Crew Name and Address Seat Occupied Injury 

First Name: City of Residence: OLeft OFront ONone 

State: ZIP: OCenter ORear OMinor 
Middle Initial: ORight OSingle Oserious 
Last Name: Country: OUDknown 0Fatal 

0Unknown 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) Restraint Type: Inflatable 

DNone D Flight Instructor DCommercial D us Military 
Available Used Restraints 
ONone ONone 

DPrivatc D Recreational D Airline Transport DForeign OLapOnly OLapOnly D Not Installed 
D Student D Sport D Flight Engineer 03-point 03-point D Installed 

04-point 04-point D Not Deployed 
Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at tbe Time 0 5-point 05-point D Deployed 

Accident/Incident Aircraft? DYes DNo oftbis Accident/Incident: hrs OUnknown OUnknown D Unknown 

PASSENGER(S)/OTHERPERSONNEL (Include cabin crww; continue on HP111'1118 shMt H 1"18G8SHrJ) 

Inflatable 
Name and Address Seat Injury Restraint Type Restraints Age 

Available Used 
First Name: ALEX City: 

OLeft ®None ON one ONone DNotlnstalled D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: ZIP: Oeenter OMinor 0Lap0nly OLapOnly Dlnstalled -- ®3-point ®3-point 
LastName: LAPINSKI ®Right 0Serious DNotDeployed IfUnder5, 

Country: USA 
0Unknown 0Fatal 04-point 04-point ODeployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew @Passenger 00ther 
0Unknown 05-point 05-point DUnknown 0Lap-Held Row: 2.__ Ouoknown 0Unknown Ounknown 

Available Used 
FirstName: JOSEPH City: 

OLeft ®None ON one ONone DNot Installed D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Ocenter OMinor OLapOnly OLapOnly Dlnstalled 

®Right 0Serious 03-point 03-point DNot Deployed IfUnder5, 
LastName: OZDYCH Country: 

Ounknown 0Fatal ®4-point ®4-point DDeployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew @Passenger OOther 
0Unknown 05-point 05-point DUnknown OLap-Held Row: _i__ Ouoknown 0Unknown 0Unknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

OLeft ON one ON one ONone DUnder 5 years DNot Installed 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Oeenter OMinor OLapOnly OLapOnly Dlnstalled 

Last Name: Orught OSerious 03-point 03-point DNot Deployed IfUnder5, 
Country: 

Ounknown 0Fatal 04-point 04-point DDeployed 0 Child Restraint 

0Crew 0Passenger 00ther 
OUnknown 05-point 05-point DUnknown OLap-Held Row: -- 0Unknown OUnknown 0Unknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

0Left ON one ON one ONone D Not Installed D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Oeenter OMinor 0Lap0nly OLapOnly Dinstalled 

Last Name: 0Right OScrious 03-point 03-point D Not Deployed IfUnder5, 
Country: 

Ounknown 0Fatal 04-point 04-point 0Deployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew 0Passenger OOther 
0Unknown 05-point 05-point 0Unknown 0 Lap-Held Row: -- 0Uoknown 0Unknown 0 Unknown 
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FLIGHT ITINERARY INFORMATION 
Last Departure Point Time of Departure Destination Type Flight Plan Filed 

Airport ID: KRAL 
Time: 0915 

AirportiD: 0None OVFRJIFR 

City: RIVERSIDE City: BLUE RIDGE COMM SITE ®Company VFR 0IFR 
0 Military VFR 0Unknown 

State: CA Time Zone: PST State: CA OVFR 

Country: USA Country: USA Activated'!' 0Yes QNo QUoknown 

Type of ATC Clearance/Service (Check all that apply) 

IZI None 0 Special VFR OSpecialiFR 0 VFRFlightFollowing OCruise 
DVFR 0 IFR 0VFROnTop D Traffic Advisory 0 Uoknown INA 

Airspace where the accident/incident occurred (Check all that apply) Altitude ofln-F1ight 
D Class A IZIClass G D Military Operations Area (MOA) 0Special Occurrem:e: 
D ClassB DDemoArea D Airport Advisory Area D Air Traffic Control Area 
D ClassC D Warning Area D Jet Training Area 0Unknown ftmsl 
D ClassD D Prohibited Area 0TRSA 
D ClassE D Restricted Area 0FAR93 

WEATHER INFORMATION AT THE ACCIDENTnNCIDENT SITE 
Source of Pilot Weather Information Weather Observation Facility 
(Check all that apply) Facility ID: 
0National Weather Service 0Company 
0 Flight Service Station DMilitary Observation Time: 

OTV/Radio IZ)Intemet Time Zone: 
D Automated Report 0None 

Distance from Accident Site: nm D Commercial Weather Service (DUATS) 0Unknown 
DOn-Board Weather Direction from Accident Site: degrees true 

Basic Conditions Light Condition 

®VMC 0Dawn ODusk: QDarkNight QUnknown 
0IMC (!)Day 0Night QBright Night 
0Unknown 

Sky/Lowest Cloud Condition Ceiling Temperature: (C) or (F) 
®Clear 0 Thin Broken @None (Clear) OObscured 
OFew 0 Thin Overcast OBroken 0 Indefinite Dew Point: (C) or (F) 
0 Partial Obscuration 0Unknown OOvercast 0Unknown 

Altimeter Setting: in. Hg OScattered 

Lowest Cloud Condition Height Ceiling Height 
or MB 

ftagl ftagl 

Wind Direction Wind Speed Wind Gusts Visibility UNLIMITED miles 

OVariable 1Z1 Calm 1Z1 Not Gusting RVR: feet 
0 Light and Variable 

-or- -or- -or- RVV: miles 

Direction: degrees true Speed: kts Speed: kts Density Altitude: ft 

Intensity of Precipitation Type of Precipitation (Check all that apply) Restriction to Visibility (Check all that apply) 

OLight IZI None D Drizzle D Freezing Rain 1Z1 None DFog 
0Moderate DRain D Ice Pellets D Snow Shower D Blowing Dust DGroundFog 
0Heavy D Snow D Snow Pellets D Ice Pellets Shower D Blowing Sand DHaze 
ON/A D Hail D Snow Grains D Freezing Drizz1e D Blowing Snow Dice Fog 

Ounknown D Rain Showers D Ice Crystals 0 Blowing Spray DSmoke 
DDust OUnknown 

Icing Forecast Icing Actual Turbulence 
Amount Type Amount Type Type (Check all that apply) Severity 
®None ON/A @None ON/A IZ)None DLight 
OTrace ORime 0Trace ORime DCiear Air DModerate 
0Light Oclear QLight OClear D Terrain-Induced DSevere 
0Moderate 0Mixed 0Moderate OMixed DConvective Turbulence DExtreme 
Osevere Ounknown Osevere 0Unknown 
0Unknown 0Unknown 

NOTAMs (D and FDC), AIRMETs, SIGMETs, PIREPs in effect at the time of the aecident/incident: 

NONE 
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DAMAGE TO AIRCRAFT AND OTHER PROPERTY 
Aircraft Damage 
0 None ® Substantial 
0 Minor 0 Destroyed 

0 Unknown 

Aircraft Fire 
®None 
0 In-Flight 
0 On-Ground 

0 Both Ground and In-Flight 
0 Fire at Unknown Time 
Ounknown 

Description of Damage to Aircraft and Other Property (Use additional sheet if necessary) 

Aircraft Explosion 
®None 
0 In-Flight 
0 On-Ground 

0 Both Ground and In-Flight 
0 Explosion at Unknown Time 
0Unknown 

VERTICAL STABILIZER WITH HORIZONTAL STABILIZER & TAIL ROTOR GEAR BOX BROKEN OFF. AIRCRAFT ROLLED ON LEFT 
SIDE. MAIN ROTOR BLADES BROKEN OFF OR BENT. WINDSHIELD BROKEN. AIRFRAME/FUSELAGE INTACT. 

NARRATIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT (Pieese type or print In Ink) 

Describe what occurred in chronological order, including circumstances leading to and nature of accident/incident Describe terrain and include 
wreckage distribution sketch if pertinent Attach extra sheets if needed. State departure time and and location, services obtained, and intended 
destination. Provide as much detail as possible. 

PURPOSE OF FLIGHT: TO REPAIR RADIO AT COMM SITE AT BLUE RIDGE, NEAR WRIGHTWOOD CA. LZ-8300'MSL 
PREFLIGHT: WEATHER CAVU, CHECKED ON FOREFLIGHT. AIRCRAFT FUEL TO APPX 400 LBS ... NOT TOPPED OFF 
PASSENGERS BRIEFED, RADIOS AND TOOLS LOADED, AND FLIGHT DEPARTED RIVERSIDE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT APPX 0915. 
ABOUT 30 MINUTES ENROUTE, FLIGHT PROCEEDED NORTH, HEADING TOWARDS CAJON PASS. TURNING NORTHWEST, 
STAYING ALONG THE NORTHERN RIDGES NORTH OF NORTH FORK OF LYTLE CREEK TO STAY NORTH OF SHEEP 
M,OUNTAIN WILDERNESS AREA. APPROACHING THE TOWN OF WRIGHTWOOD, TURNED TOWARDS BLUE RIDGE CLIMBING 
TO ABOUT 9,000' MSL. LOCATED THE COMM SITE AND SET UP SEVERAL ORBITS TO RECONN LZ AND DETERMINE WIND. 
THE PROPOSED LZ HAD A SERIES OF TREES AND BRUSH SURROUNDING THE AREA, REQUIRING AN APPROACH FROM 
SOUTH TO NORTH WITH NO CLEAR PATH FOR A GO-AROUND. LOOKED FURTHER EAST AND WEST ALONG ACCESS ROAD 
FOR AN APPROPRIATE LZ THAT WOULD NOT HAVE A FIRE DANGER FROM DRY BRUSH AND WOULD ALLOW FOR A 
GO-AROUND. NO WIND DETECTED. 

PERFORMED AN AVAILABLE POWER CHECK BY SLOWING THE AIRCRAFT TO NEAR HOVER AND PULLING POWER TO 
REDLINE ToT, YIELDING A SMALL CLIMB RATE. I FELT THE MARGIN WAS ADEQUATE. FOUND AN AREA TO THE WEST OF 
THE COMM SITE ALONG THE ACCESS ROAD THAT WAS RELATIVELY FLAT AND STRAIGHT, AND WOULD ALLOW A 
GO-AROUND TOWARDS DESCENDING TERRAIN. FURTHER ORBITS DID NOT REVEAL ANY WIND. APPROACH WAS 
COMMENCED TOWARDS THE ROAD ON A NORTHEASTERLY HEADING TO A FINAL HEADING EAST (APPX) ON A LEVEL AREA 
OF THE ROAD. AS THE AIRCRAFT SLOWED BELOW ETL, WITH A SLIGHT RIGHT TURN COMMENCING, THE SHIP BEGAN A 
RAPID SWING TO THE RIGHT (SOUTH). I APPLED FULL LEFT PEDAL, AND STARTED THE CYCLIC FORWARD TO TRY TO FLY 
OUR OF APPARENT LTE (LOSS OF TAIL ROTOR EFFECTIVENESS). AIRCRAFT WAS MOVING DOWN SLOPE UNDER CONTROL, 
YAW STOPPED BUT APPARENTLY SNAGGED THE BRUSH, PITCHING THE NOSE DOWN UNTIL THE MAIN ROTOR BLADES 
MADE GROUND CONTACT. A RATHER VIOLENT IMPACT ENSUED, WITH THE SHIP ENDING ON ITS LEFT SIDE FACING WEST. I 
SECURED THE THROTTLE TO SHUT-OFF, PULLEED THE FUEL VALVE, AND SHUT OFF THE BATTERY. I EXITED THROUGH 
THE LEFT FORWARD WINDSCREEN. JOE, IN THE RIGHT FRONT SEAT WAS ABLE TO CLIMB OUT UNAIDED, BUT AL IN THE 
BACK SEAT NEEDED ASSISTANCE GETTING OUT THROUGH THE RIGHT REAR DOOR. AFTER ENSURING THAT NONE OF US 
HAD ANY INJURIES, WE CLIMBED THE HILL TO MAKE CELL PHONE CONTACT AND CALL FOR ASSISTANCE. 

THE AIRCRAFT HAD NO APPARENT VIBRATIONS, NO LACK OF POWER, NO MECHANICAL ISSUES. THE AIRCRAFT ACTION 
RESEMBLED A LOSS OF TAIL ROTOR EFFECTIVENESS (LTE). AFTER THE CRASH, STANDING ON THE GROUND I FELT A LIGHT 
BREEZE COMING FROM THE SOUTHWEST, WHICH WOULD HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO L TE. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CPINH type or print In Ink) 

Use this space if additional space is needed for any answers. 

I TEACH MOUNTAIN FLYING IN HELICOPTERS AND RECOGNIZED WHAT WAS HAPPENING AND EXECUTED THE CORRECT 
PROCEDURES FOR L TE. I DID NOT ACCOUNT FOR TALL BRUSH SNAGGING A SKID DURING MY RECOVERY FROM LTE. THE 
THICKNESS OF THE BRUSH MADE THE ACTUAL IMPACT SOMEWHAT CUSHIONED. THERE WAS NO FIRE, NO FUEL LEAKAGE. 
THE STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY OF THE MD-500 SERIES SAVED THE OCCUPANTS FROM ANY INJURY. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE 

Name of Pilot/Operator: ROBERT W. SPENCER Date of this Report 

05/16/2018 
mm/c/d.YY.yy 

Sipamre: ________________________________________________________ __ 

- or- 0 Check here to electronically sign this document 

H a Person Other than Pilot/Operator is Filing Report 

Name: ------------------------------------------------ Title:-------------------------

Signature:--------------------------------------------­

- or- D Check here to electronically sign this document 

FOR NTSB USE ONLY 
NTSB Accident/Incident No. Reviewed by NTSB Regional Office 
GAA18CA117 GAAID 
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Name of Investigator 
HICKS, M. 

Date Report Received 
16MAY2018 




