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Aluu11 '"'-1 FUGHT Ill"! I ~~:: ...... -~of cabin~- itha 

Crew Name and Address Seat Occupied Injury 

First Name: City of Residence: OLeft OFront ONone 

Middle Initial: State: ZIP: Ocenter ORear OMinor 
0Right OSingle OSerious 

Last Name: Country: OUDknown 0Fatal 
Ounknown 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) Restraint Type: Inflatable 

DNone D Flight Instructor D Connnercial D us Military 
Available Used Restraints 
ONone ONone 

DPrivatc D Recreational D Airline Transport DForeign 0Lap0nly 0Lap0nly D Not Installed 

D Student D Sport D Flight Engineer 03-point 03-point D Installed 

04-point 04-point D Not Deployed 

Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at the Time 05-point 05-point D Deployed 

OUDknown OUnknown D Unknown 
Accident/Incident Aircraft? DYes DNo of this Accident/Incident: hrs 

Crew Name and Address Seat Occupied Injury 

First Name: City of Residence: OLeft OFront ONone 

State: ZIP: OCenter ORear OMinor 
Middle Initial: ORight OSingle Oserious 
Last Name: Country: OUDknown 0Fatal 

0Unknown 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) Restraint Type: Inflatable 

DNone D Flight Instructor DCommercial D us Military 
Available Used Restraints 
ONone ONone 

DPrivatc D Recreational D Airline Transport DForeign OLapOnly OLapOnly D Not Installed 
D Student D Sport D Flight Engineer 03-point 03-point D Installed 

04-point 04-point D Not Deployed 
Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at tbe Time 0 5-point 05-point D Deployed 

Accident/Incident Aircraft? DYes DNo oftbis Accident/Incident: hrs OUnknown OUnknown D Unknown 

PASSENGER(S)/OTHERPERSONNEL (Include cabin crww; continue on HP111'1118 shMt H 1"18G8SHrJ) 

Inflatable 
Name and Address Seat Injury Restraint Type Restraints Age 

Available Used 
First Name: Sharon City : Desert Aire (Mattawa) 

OLeft ®None ON one ONone 1Z1 Not Installed D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: M State: ::f::iA_ ZIP: 99349 Oeenter OMinor 0Lap0nly OLapOnly 0Installed 

LastName: Hjms! 0Right 0Serious 03-point 03-point DNotDeployed IfUnder5, 
Country: USA 

0Unknown 0Fatal 04-point 04-point ODeployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew @Passenger 00ther 
0Unknown ®5-point ®5-point OUnknown 0Lap-Held Row: ..rear Ouoknown 0Unknown Ounknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

OLeft ON one ON one ONone DNot Installed D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Ocenter OMinor OLapOnly OLapOnly Dlnstalled 

ORight 0Serious 03-point 03-point DNot Deployed IfUnder5, 
Last Name: Country: 04-point 04-point Ounknown 0Fatal ODeployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew OPassenger OOther 
0Unknown 05-point 05-point 0Unknown OLap-Held Row: -- Ouoknown 0Unknown 0Unknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

OLeft ON one ON one ONone DUnder 5 years DNot Installed 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Oeenter OMinor OLapOnly OLapOnly 0Installed 

Last Name: Orught OSerious 03-point 03-point DNot Deployed IfUnder5, 
Country: 

Ounknown 0Fatal 04-point 04-point ODeployed 0 Child Restraint 

0Crew 0Passenger 00ther 
OUnknown 05-point 05-point 0Unknown OLap-Held Row: -- 0Unknown OUnknown 0Unknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

0Left ON one ON one ONone D Not Installed D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Oeenter OMinor 0Lap0nly OLapOnly Dinstalled 

Last Name: 0Right OScrious 03-point 03-point D Not Deployed IfUnder5, 
Country: 

Ounknown 0Fatal 04-point 04-point 0Deployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew 0Passenger OOther 
0Unknown 05-point 05-point 0Unknown 0 Lap-Held Row: -- 0Uoknown 0Unknown 0 Unknown 
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FLIGHT ITINERARY INFORMATION 
Last Departure Point Time of Departure Destination Type Flight Plan Filed 

Airport ID: M94 
Time: 1 :00 PM 

AirportiD: S70(fuel) then 594 ®None OVFRJIFR 

City: Desert Aire (Mattawa} City: Colfax 0 Company VFR 0IFR 
0 Military VFR 0Unknown 

State: WA Time Zone: Pacific State: WA OVFR 

Country: USA Country: USA Activated'!' 0Yes QNo QUoknown 

Type of ATC Clearance/Service (Check all that apply) 

IZI None 0 Special VFR OSpecialiFR 0 VFRFlightFollowing OCruise 
lt]VFR 0 IFR 0VFROnTop D Traffic Advisory 0 Uoknown INA 

Airspace where the accident/incident occurred (Check all that apply) Altitude ofln-F1ight 
D Class A IZIClass G D Military Operations Area (MOA) 0Special Occurrem:e: 
D ClassB DDemoArea D Airport Advisory Area D Air Traffic Control Area 
D ClassC D Warning Area D Jet Training Area 0Unknown 1140 ftmsl 
D ClassD D Prohibited Area 0TRSA 
D ClassE D Restricted Area 0FAR93 

WEATHER INFORMATION AT THE ACCIDENTnNCIDENT SITE 
Source of Pilot Weather Information Weather Observation Facility 
(Check all that apply) Facility ID: KWAMA TT A4 
0National Weather Service 0Company 

Observation Time: 1 :00 PM 0 Flight Service Station DMilitary 
OTV/Radio It] Internet Time Zone: Pacific 
It] Automated Report IZ)None 

Distance from Accident Site: 35 nm D Commercial Weather Service (DUATS) 0Unknown 
DOn-Board Weather Direction from Accident Site: 244 degrees true 

Basic Conditions Light Condition 

®VMC 0Dawn ODusk: QDarkNight QUnknown 
0IMC (!)Day 0Night QBright Night 
0Unknown 

Sky/Lowest Cloud Condition Ceiling Temperature: (C) or 54 (F) 
®Clear 0 Thin Broken ®None (Clear) OObscured 
OFew 0 Thin Overcast OBroken 0 Indefinite Dew Point: (C) or 37 (F) 
0 Partial Obscuration 0Unknown OOvercast 0Unknown 

Altimeter Setting: 30.51 in. Hg OScattered 

Lowest Cloud Condition Height Ceiling Height 
or MB 

clear ftagl clear ftagl 

Wind Direction Wind Speed Wind Gusts Visibility Clear miles 
OVariable 0Calm 0 Not Gusting RVR: Clear feet 

0 Light and Variable 
RVV: Clear -or- -or- -or- miles 

Direction: 345 degrees true Speed: @11 kts Speed: unknown kts Density Altitude: 519 ft 

Intensity of Precipitation Type of Precipitation (Check all that apply) Restriction to Visibility (Check all that apply) 

OLight ltlNone D Drizzle D Freezing Rain It] None DFog 
0Moderate DRain D Ice Pellets D Snow Shower D Blowing Dust DGroundFog 
0Heavy D Snow D Snow Pellets D Ice Pellets Shower D Blowing Sand DHaze 
®NIA D Hail D Snow Grains D Freezing Drizz1e D Blowing Snow Dice Fog 

Ounknown D Rain Showers D Ice Crystals 0 Blowing Spray DSmoke 
DDust OUnknown 

Icing Forecast Icing Actual Turbulence 
Amount Type Amount Type Type (Check all that apply) Severity 
®None ON/A ®None ON/A It] None DLight 
OTrace ORime 0Trace ORime DClear Air DModerate 
0Light Oclear OLight OClear D Terrain-Induced DSevere 
0Moderate 0Mixed 0Moderate OMixed DConvective Turbulence DExtreme 
Osevere Ounknown Osevere 0Unknown 
0Unknown 0Unknown 

NOTAMs (D and FDC), AIRMETs, SIGMETs, PIREPs in effect at the time of the aecident/incident: 

Hanford minimum atltitude request (1800'MSL). Yakima Training Center Restricted Airspace NOTAMs. However, relevant VFR for 
intended mute (M94-S70-S94) and altitude of flight (@3500'MSL) =none. 
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DAMAGE TO AIRCRAFT AND OTHER PROPERTY 
Aircraft Damage 
0 None ® Substantial 
0 Minor 0 Destroyed 

0 Unknown 

Aircraft Fire 
®None 
0 In-Flight 
0 On-Ground 

0 Both Ground and In-Flight 
0 Fire at Unknown Time 
Ounknown 

Description of Damage to Aircraft and Other Property (Use additional sheet if necessary) 

N8432: 

Aircraft Explosion 
®None 
0 In-Flight 
0 On-Ground 

0 Both Ground and In-Flight 
0 Explosion at Unknown Time 
0Unknown 

Ruptured starboard fuel tank. slight deformation of Starboard wing Spar. Gash on bottom of Starboard Flap. Broken fiberglass elevator tip. 

S70: 
Inner PAPI unit broken off (presumably destroyed) at Frangible Connectors. 

NARRATIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT (Pieese type or print In Ink) 

Describe what occurred in chronological order, including circumstances leading to and nature of accident/incident Describe terrain and include 
wreckage distribution sketch if pertinent Attach extra sheets if needed. State departure time and and location, services obtained, and intended 
destination. Provide as much detail as possible. 

I departed Desert Aire Regional Airport (M94) at @1PM forVFR flight to Colfax (Port of Whitman S94) with a planned stop at Othello 
Municipal (S70) for fuel. After refueling (15.5 gallons) at Othello Municipal Airport (S70) I proceeded to takeoff runway 25 for a left 
downwind departure towards the east (Colfax). I applied full power and at approximately 400ft. I raised the tail. The aircraft reacted 
normally but then began to weather vane into the approximately 11 mph crosswind coming from the south. Unable to recover, almost 
airborne but with the side of the airport sloping downward, I proceeded to lift off. Looking out my canopy to the left, I saw the outer 
Precision Approach Path Indicator (PAPI) and remember saying to myself •Good! I will miss the PAPI·. I left the runway and realized I was 
still on the ground so I applied back pressure to the control stick. The RVB lifted off but I then heard a bang that sounded as if my landing 
gear had hit a rock 'or something'. At about 1 00' AG feet my wife in the back seat said she smelled gas. We both looked out and saw fuel 
spewing out from underneath my right wing. I immediately switched fuel to my left tank and began to circle around until the fuel completely 
emptied from the ruptured tank. 

While circling the airport, I decided to land immediately but my problem was I didn't know what I had hit and what damage it had caused to 
my landing gear. It is a low wing airplane so I couldn't see underneath. I tried to contact someone on the ground hoping they had their 
radio on but got no response. With no one to talk to on the ground, not knowing the condition of my landing gear or my wing, and with my 
wife aboard I dialed in 121.5 (the emergency radio channel) and declared an emergency. 

At this point I had enough of my wits about me to verify the left tank was full of fuel (2 hrs.) and the airplane was flying ... for the moment. 
With the assistance of ATC, I decided to fly to Grant County International (KWMH) as they had emergency response equipment. 

Arriving at Grant County, I received permission to circle the tower so that the controllers could look and see if my landing gear looked 'OK'. 
They said that from what they could tell, it did look OK. My RV8 has fiberglass wheel pants, so any damage would be obvious so I felt 
pretty confident (and relieved) that I was safe to land. 

I landed at Grant County, taxied over to the terminal and shut down the engine. We were on the ground. 

The next day, Sunday October 15, 2017, my friend flew me to the Othello Airport so we could see what happened. Up until this point I was 
confident I had not hit the PAPI. We walked over to where I thought I had taken off and saw nothing. Walking further towards the runway 
numbers we saw an orange plate laying in the dirt and then the upturned PAPI broken off at the frangible connector. 

Walking further down towards the start of runway 25, I saw what looked like my 3 tire tracks. Taking pictures I realized that when I had 
taken off, I had noticed the outer box of a two box system. I missed the outer box but hit the inner box. 

As this was a safety issue, I called the airport manager and told him what happened. He arrived about 10 minutes latter and I gave him my 
information. 

We continued on to Grant County Airport where my RV8 was parked and did an inspection of the damage. Both my friend and I are 
experienced RV builders and I have a repairman certificate for my airplane. 

The starboard fuel tank is punctured and needs to probably be replaced. The starboard flap is gouged but is possibly repairable. The 
starboard elevator fiberglass tip needs to be repaired or replaced. The most critical components (wing spar, wing assembly, etc.) appears 
undamaged most likely due to the frangible connectors on the PAPI box working as designed. 

I determined that my RV8 was airworthy enough to fly it back to Desert Aire Regional Airport (M94) but just to make sure, I left it at 
Columbia Pacific Aviation for their A&P to inspect . 
... _, __ ., '· ..... _ .... -· ·' ''""- ---· "-..I ~--- ·------=--..1' 
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GAA18CA014 GAAID HICKS, M. 23OCT2017

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CPINH type or print In Ink) 

Use this space if additional space is needed for any answers. 

Aircraft Information: 
Reason for EL T inactivation: ELT system does automatic check (beeps) on power up so it was functioning so reason it did not activate is 
because it did not register minimum required force. 

Flight Itinerary: 
I considered this flight a local flight and did not file a VFR flight plan. 

Weather at Accident Site: 
Used Historical weather from listed weather station as I didn't record weather data in my log book. The weather station listed is the one I 
used prior to take off from Desert Aire. I also used 'AVARE' and 'MET AM' (android apps) for preflight information. There is no weather 
station located at othello Municipal (870). I planned to use the AWOS at Pullman Regional (PUW) for arrival info at Colfax. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE 

Date of this Report 

10/23/2017 
mm/c/d.YY.yy 

Name of Pilot/Operator: _Vi:...:•.:..:.nc=n.:.:e:.:..t .=S.:.... :...:H:.:..:im~s:.:...l ___________________ _ 

Signature:-----------------------------­

- or- 0 Check here to electronically sign this document 

H a Person Other than Pilot/Operator is Filing Report 

Name: --------------------------

Signature:------------------------­

- or- D Check here to electronically sign this document 

FOR NTSB USE ONLY 

Title:--------------

NTSB Accident/Incident No. Reviewed by NTSB Regional Office Name of Investigator Date Report Received 
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