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Aluu11 '"'-1 FUGHT Ill"! I ~~:: ...... -~of cabin~- itha 

Crew Name and Address Seat Occupied Injury 

First Name: City of Residence: OLeft OFront ONone 

Middle Initial: State: ZIP: Ocenter ORear OMinor 
0Right OSingle OSerious 

Last Name: Country: OUDknown 0Fatal 
Ounknown 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) Restraint Type: Inflatable 

DNone D Flight Instructor D Connnercial D us Military 
Available Used Restraints 
ONone ONone 

DPrivatc D Recreational D Airline Transport DForeign 0Lap0nly 0Lap0nly D Not Installed 

D Student D Sport D Flight Engineer 03-point 03-point D Installed 

04-point 04-point D Not Deployed 

Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at the Time 05-point 05-point D Deployed 

OUDknown OUnknown D Unknown 
Accident/Incident Aircraft? DYes DNo of this Accident/Incident: hrs 

Crew Name and Address Seat Occupied Injury 

First Name: City of Residence: OLeft OFront ONone 

State: ZIP: OCenter ORear OMinor 
Middle Initial: ORight OSingle Oserious 
Last Name: Country: OUDknown 0Fatal 

0Unknown 

Pilot Certificate(s) (Check all that apply) Restraint Type: Inflatable 

DNone D Flight Instructor DCommercial D us Military 
Available Used Restraints 
ONone ONone 

DPrivatc D Recreational D Airline Transport DForeign OLapOnly OLapOnly D Not Installed 
D Student D Sport D Flight Engineer 03-point 03-point D Installed 

04-point 04-point D Not Deployed 
Type Rating/Endorsement for Total Flight Time at tbe Time 0 5-point 05-point D Deployed 

Accident/Incident Aircraft? DYes DNo oftbis Accident/Incident: hrs OUnknown OUnknown D Unknown 

PASSENGER(S)/OTHERPERSONNEL (Include cabin crww; continue on HP111'1118 shMt H 1"18G8SHrJ) 

Inflatable 
Name and Address Seat Injury Restraint Type Restraints Age 

Available Used 
First Name: Derek City : Florence 

OLeft ON one ON one ONone 1Z1 Not Installed D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: E State: ..AZ....._ ZIP: 85132 Oeenter ®Minor 0Lap0nly OLapOnly 0Installed 

LastName: Whjte ®Right 0Serious ®3-point ®3-point DNotDeployed IfUnder5, 
Country: USA 

0Unknown 0Fatal 04-point 04-point ODeployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew @Passenger 00ther 
0Unknown 05-point 05-point OUnknown 0Lap-Held Row: -- Ouoknown 0Unknown Ounknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

OLeft ON one ON one ONone DNot Installed D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Ocenter OMinor OLapOnly OLapOnly Dlnstalled 

ORight 0Serious 03-point 03-point DNot Deployed IfUnder5, 
Last Name: Country: 04-point 04-point Ounknown 0Fatal ODeployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew OPassenger OOther 
0Unknown 05-point 05-point 0Unknown OLap-Held Row: -- Ouoknown 0Unknown 0Unknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

OLeft ON one ON one ONone DUnder 5 years DNot Installed 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Oeenter OMinor OLapOnly OLapOnly 0Installed 

Last Name: Orught OSerious 03-point 03-point DNot Deployed IfUnder5, 
Country: 

Ounknown 0Fatal 04-point 04-point ODeployed 0 Child Restraint 

0Crew 0Passenger 00ther 
OUnknown 05-point 05-point 0Unknown OLap-Held Row: -- 0Unknown OUnknown 0Unknown 

Available Used 
First Name: City: 

0Left ON one ON one ONone D Not Installed D Under 5 years 
Middle Initial: State: -- ZIP: Oeenter OMinor 0Lap0nly OLapOnly Dinstalled 

Last Name: 0Right OScrious 03-point 03-point D Not Deployed IfUnder5, 
Country: 

Ounknown 0Fatal 04-point 04-point 0Deployed 0 Child Restraint 

OCrew 0Passenger OOther 
0Unknown 05-point 05-point 0Unknown 0 Lap-Held Row: -- 0Uoknown 0Unknown 0 Unknown 
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FLIGHT ITINERARY INFORMATION 
Last Departure Point Time of Departure Destination Type Flight Plan Filed 

Airport ID: KFFZ 
Time: 09:36 AM 

Airport ID: KPAN ®None OVFRJIFR 

City: Pay:son 
0 Company VFR 0IFR 

City: Mesa 0 Military VFR 0Unknown 
State: AZ. Time Zone: MST State: AZ. OVFR 

Country: USA Country: USA Activated'!' 0Yes QNo QUoknown 

Type of ATC Clearance/Service (Check all that apply) 

IZI None 0 Special VFR OSpecialiFR 0 VFRFlightFollowing OCruise 
DVFR 0 IFR 0VFROnTop D Traffic Advisory 0 Uoknown INA 

Airspace where the accident/incident occurred (Check all that apply) Altitude ofln-F1ight 
D Class A IZIClass G D Military Operations Area (MOA) 0Special Occurrem:e: 
D ClassB DDemoArea D Airport Advisory Area D Air Traffic Control Area 
D ClassC D Warning Area D Jet Training Area 0Unknown 5,200 ftmsl 
D ClassD D Prohibited Area 0TRSA 
D ClassE D Restricted Area 0FAR93 

WEATHER INFORMATION AT THE ACCIDENTnNCIDENT SITE 
Source of Pilot Weather Information Weather Observation Facility 
(Check all that apply) Facility ID: KPAN 
0National Weather Service 0Company 

Observation Time: 1 0:07 AM 0 Flight Service Station DMilitary 
IZI TV /Radio IZ)Intemet Time Zone: MST 
IZI Automated Report 0None Distance from Accident Site: 1 nm IZI Commercial Weather Service (DUATS) 0Unknown 
DOn-Board Weather Direction from Accident Site: 278 degrees true 

Basic Conditions Light Condition 

®VMC 0Dawn ODusk: QDarkNight QUnknown 
0IMC (!)Day 0Night QBright Night 
0Unknown 

Sky/Lowest Cloud Condition Ceiling Temperature: (C) or 84.2 (F) 
®Clear 0 Thin Broken ®None (Clear) OObscured 
OFew 0 Thin Overcast OBroken 0 Indefinite Dew Point: (C) or 32.0 (F) 
0 Partial Obscuration 0Unknown OOvercast 0Unknown 

Altimeter Setting: 30. 1 ~ in. Hg OScattered 

Lowest Cloud Condition Height Ceiling Height 
or MB 

ftagl ftagl 

Wind Direction Wind Speed Wind Gusts Visibility 10.0 miles 
IZI Variable 0Calm 1Z1 Not Gusting RVR: feet 

IZI Light and Variable 
-or- -or- -or- RVV: miles 

Direction: degrees true Speed: kts Speed: kts Density Altitude: 7000 ft 

Intensity of Precipitation Type of Precipitation (Check all that apply) Restriction to Visibility (Check all that apply) 

OLight IZI None D Drizzle D Freezing Rain 1Z1 None DFog 
0Moderate DRain D Ice Pellets D Snow Shower D Blowing Dust DGroundFog 
0Heavy D Snow D Snow Pellets D Ice Pellets Shower D Blowing Sand DHaze 
®NIA D Hail D Snow Grains D Freezing Drizz1e D Blowing Snow Dice Fog 
Ounknown D Rain Showers D Ice Crystals 0 Blowing Spray DSmoke 

DDust OUnknown 

Icing Forecast Icing Actual Turbulence 
Amount Type Amount Type Type (Check all that apply) Severity 
®None ON/A ®None ON/A IZ)None DLight 
OTrace ORime 0Trace ORime DCiear Air DModerate 
0Light Oclear OLight OClear D Terrain-Induced DSevere 
0Moderate 0Mixed 0Moderate OMixed DConvective Turbulence DExtreme 
Osevere Ounknown Osevere 0Unknown 
0Unknown 0Unknown 

NOTAMs (D and FDC), AIRMETs, SIGMETs, PIREPs in effect at the time of the aecident/incident: 

NOTAMS (FFZ): 7/0056, 6/9457, L TA-P50-18, L TA-OSGW-15 
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DAMAGE TO AIRCRAFT AND OTHER PROPERTY 
Aircraft Damage 
0 None 0 Substantial 
0 Minor ® Destroyed 

0 Unknown 

Aircraft Fire 
ONone 
0 In-Flight 
®On-Ground 

0 Both Ground and In-Flight 
0 Fire at Unknown Time 
Ounknown 

Description of Damage to Aircraft and Other Property (Use additional sheet if necessary) 

Aircraft Explosion 
®None 
0 In-Flight 
0 On-Ground 

0 Both Ground and In-Flight 
0 Explosion at Unknown Time 
0Unknown 

Aircraft sustained damage to the forward fuselage upon impact with a tree and the ground at crash landing site. Aircraft and tree were 
subsequently destroyed by ensuing fire on the ground. 

NARRATIVE HISTORY OF FLIGHT (Pieese type or print In Ink) 

Describe what occurred in chronological order, including circumstances leading to and nature of accident/incident Describe terrain and include 
wreckage distribution sketch if pertinent Attach extra sheets if needed. State departure time and and location, services obtained, and intended 
destination. Provide as much detail as possible. 

After departing Falcon Field (KFFZ) Mesa, Arizona on June 4, 2017 at approximately 09:36AM (MST), I began to proceed along my 
planned route of flight to Payson Airport (KPAN), Payson, Arizona for a short stopover for breakfast at the Crosswinds Grille with my 
brother, Derek White, who was my passenger on the aircraft. I had planned to fly in a northerly direction along the Verde River using 
Fountain Hills (VPFTN), Rio Verde Community (VPRVC), Bartlett Dam (VPBAR), Horseshoe Dam, and Pine Mountain as checkpoints 
enroute to KPAN. 

Upon reaching my final checkpoint (Pine Mountain) at approximately 10:07 AM (MST), I retuned radios to 119.325 MHz (AWOS-3) and 
122.8 MHz (CTAF) to monitor weather and traffic while inbound to KPAN. After receiving a weather update and resetting the altimeter, I 
continued to monitor 122.8 MHz for traffic. Upon turning toward the east to set up for my descent and approach to KPAN, I reported my 
position (approximately 15 NM west of the field) and intentions (full stop landing), and requested weather and traffic advisories. According 
to my recollection, there was no significant change in the weather (from my preflight review of weather conditions) and very I ittle traffic 
reporting on the radio, so I continued my approach to KPAN while accomplishing my Descent Checklist. 

After two-more position reports (at approximately 10 NM and 6 NM), I descended to the Traffic Pattern Altitude (TPA) of 6,200' MSL, 
reported my entry into the right downwind for Runway 24, and completed my Landing Checklist. Once abeam the numbers on the 
western part of the runway, I began to configure for landing by decelerating and engaging the flaps at 10-degrees. I continued to descend 
while on downwind (at approximately 300'-400' per minute) until the numbers for Runway 24 were approximately at my 4 o'clock position, 
then I turned right for base leg, reported my position, leveled my wings and deployed flaps to 20-degrees. Lastly, I turned right for final 
approach, reported my position, leveled my wings and deployed flaps to 30-degrees for landing on Runway 24. 

As I approached the runway threshold, I felt the aircraft begin to drift to the right of the runway centerline, and rather than attempt to make 
any abrupt maneuvers to "save• the landing, especially with a passenger on board, I elected to reject the landing by reporting and 
executing a "go-around" procedure. After applying full throttle, turning off carb heat, retracting the flaps to 20-degrees, and pushing the 
nose of the aircraft down to gain airspeed, I noticed that the aircraft began to settle into ground effect. 

As I continued to fly above the runway, I noticed that the far end of the runway began to rise in elevation, and I recalled the noise 
abatement procedure to turn to heading 270-degrees to avoid overflight of houses located one-half mile west of Runway 24. Based on 
these considerations, I continued to fly in my current configuration (20-degrees flaps) while maneuvering toward a westerly direction in an 
attempt to avoid the houses and gain both airspeed and altitude. 

After clearing the houses, I continued to fly in a westerly direction looking for an area to safely retract the flaps to 10-degrees. Because of 
the nature of the terrain that we were flying over (pinyon-juniper forest) and our proximity to the ground, I felt that retracting the flaps to 
10-degrees at that time would have caused the aircraft to settle into the trees instantaneously. 

In the meantime, I continued to scan the horizon looking for low areas above the forest that I could fly over as we made our way westward 
toward the edge of the mesa that the airport was positioned on. My intention was to fly into the valley located to the west of the mesa to 
regain airspeed and altitude. Because the terrain toward the edge of the mesa continued to rise faster than I could gain airspeed or 
altitude, the aircraft eventually struck a tree and settled on to the ground at a location approximately 1 NM west of the airport around 10:22 
AM (MST). 

Continued at Additional Information Section, Page 11. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CPINH type or print In Ink) 

Use this space if additional space is needed for any answers. 

Continued from Narrative History of Flight Section, Page 9. 

After realizing that we were on the ground and not seriously injured, I instructed the passenger to open his door and egress from the 
aircraft. During egress, I assisted the passenger by unlatching his shoulder harness and made certain that he was able to exit the aircraft. 
Next, I obtai ned the fire extinguisher that was located between the front seats and began to extinguish a small fire that had begun near the 
firewall on the passenger's side of the aircraft. Finally, I unfastened my seat belt and shoulder harness, grabbed my flight bag, which had 
fallen into my lap during the crash landing, and exited the aircraft through the passenger door and rejoined with my passenger on the 
ground away from the aircraft, which had started burn more intensely. 

Once we were clear of the aircraft, I obtained my backup transceiver, turned it on, and tuned it to 121.5 MHz, where I noticed that the 
aircraft ELT had been activated. I then retuned the transceiver to 122.8 MHz and began to make a distress call, which was immediately 
received by a U.S. Army helicopter that was in the vicinity and arrived at the crash site within minutes. Shortly thereafter, a U.S. Forest 
Service helicopter arrived on scene, followed by the Payson Airport assistant manager, local first responders (fire and police department 
personnel), and U.S. Forest Service firefighters. After receiving medical treatment for minor injuries at the site, we were transported to a 
location close to a housing area (west of the airport) where we continued to provide information to various local public agencies and 
officials, including a preliminary telephonic report to the NTSB (Mr. Elliot Simpson). 

After being medically released by the local fire department, we accompanied the Airport manager back to his office where we provided 
contact information, completed a report, and began notification of the accident to our families and others. The Airport manager was able to 
coordinate vehicular transportation from Payson Airport to Falcon Field in the afternoon and we arrived back in Mesa, Arizona at 
approximately 4:00 PM (MST). 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE 

Date of this Report 

06/16/2017 
mm/c/d.YY.yy 

Name of Pilot/Operator: ...:D::;.;a=..v:..:.id::....:....F.:.... W.:....:..:.h:.:..:ite:=..... ____________________ _ 

Sipamre: _______________________________ _ 

- or- 0 Check here to electronically sign this document 

H a Person Other than Pilot/Operator is Filing Report 

Name: -------------------------­

Signature:-------------------------

Title:--------------

- or- D Check here to electronically sign this document 

FOR NTSB USE ONLY 
NTSB Accident/Incident No. 
GAA17CA318 

Reviewed by NTSB Regional Office 
GAAID 
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Name of Investigator 
HICKS, M. 

Date Report Received 
16JUN2017 




