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FACTUAL/BRIEF

The pilot reported that while maneuvering at low altitude over a field during an aerial application
flight, the airplane struck an antenna atop a tower adjacent to the field, and the antenna wrapped
around the right wing and landing gear. The pilot further reported that he attempted an off-airport
landing, but the airplane impacted terrain. The airplane sustained substantial damage to the
fuselage, empennage, and both wings.

The pilot reported that there were no preimpact mechanical failures or malfunctions with the
airframe or engine that would have precluded normal operation.

In an email with the tower owner’s lawyer, he reported that the tower was used for internet
and two way communications. He further reported that the tower was under 200 feet above
ground level and “with the antenna attached, the tower was in the mid to upper 100 [foot]
range.” The lawyer reported that the tower was marked and lit appropriately and was not
reqistered, due to the tower height.
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