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Airplane damage: wingtips, nose gear & propeller

Property damage: none

On July 1st an annual inspection was completed on N8503G by a A&P/IA. The fuel gauges were in working order as
required by FAR 91.205.
Prior to the incident flight, I flew two cross-country flights equal to or more than the same amount of time as the incident
flight. The first was a 3h 24m flight on Saturday, July 5th from HPN to 9G5. The second was a 3h 45m flight from 9G3 to
HSP also on July 5th. HSP was a fuel stop and not my intended destination that day.
After a 4-night stay at Greenville Downtown (KGMU) airport due to weather, I paid Greenville Jet Center for the top-off I
ordered on July 7th. The aircraft took 13.3 gallons.  During preflight inspection, I verified that my fuel gauges read full.
My original flight plan for July 11th, was to fly from GMU to FIN for a late afternoon lunch. I used my Fore Flight to
calculate this flight to be 327NM, with expected ETE of 3h 11m using 20.6 gallons of fuel. I wasn’t comfortable with only
have 38 minutes of reserve fuel so I changed my destination to SGJ, 30 NM closer. I used my Fore Flight to calculate an
ETE of 2hr and 54 minutes (297 NM) from GMU to SGJ.
On Greenville Clearance/Ground, I requested flight following to St. Augustine at 5,500 ft. I departed GMU at 11:50am on
runway 1-9. On departure, ATC cleared me to fly an altitude at or below 3000 ft. I traveled at this altitude for about 2
hours. I deviated slightly off my direct course due to airspace and weather.
With Savannah Approach, I asked permission to climb and they responded “altitude your discretion”. I climbed to
approximately 7,500 feet.
Around 2:13 pm, I started a long descent towards SGJ, in order to maintain VFR.
Upon arrival to St. Augustine’s airspace, my fuel gauge read ¼ tank.
On radio with SGJ Tower, I was vectored for traffic sequencing for runway 1-3. I was number 3 for the field. As I was
joining final, my engine cut out. I was able to get it restarted with minimal power and notified the tower of engine trouble.
They then cleared me to land direct to airport. The engine powered off again and with a windmilling propeller, I looked for
the best landing spot. The tower controller asked me if I was landing on US 1 and I confirmed that I was. Then, I noticed
all of the powerlines crisscrossing US 1 in my glide path, and decided the train tracks would be my best option. I was able
to fly the aircraft down to the tracks, under the powerlines, and then to the swale closer to the highway. I notified tower
that I was on the ground safely. I shutdown the aircraft and exited out the door.
With changing altitudes, diversions for weather and a TFR, and the traffic sequencing at SGJ, my flight time was
extended. The actual flight time was over 3h 30m.

This incident could have been prevented with better flight planning. I could have identified more fuel stops on my
expected route of flight in the event that I would be diverted by ATC or for weather, both of which happened. I could have
planned more cautiously by flying shorter legs.
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One occupant (pilot), opened the door and stepped out
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