




















Jenna Jenness FAA Statement: 
 
Preflight Check looked good. Full fuel, sumped no water or bubbles, oil at 7 quarts. Exterior of 
aircraft, lights, etc looked good for preflight. I have flown this specific aircraft one time before 
but about 3-4 months ago. It’s an older model 172E. I saw that the fuel selector placard looked 
different then the other 172 models I have flown and remembered that from the last time flying 
this plane 3-4 months ago. Daniel the other pilot, flew this exact plane the day before. We briefed 
about the fuel selector before starting the engine because I remembered the placement and 
placard looked odd from other 172s and this plane had differences then the 172s I have flown 
before. Manual flaps, bubble windows, and fuel placard for selector. So I made sure to brief 
everything before engine start. We made sure it was selected on both before engine start.  
 
Daniel and I, and three other planes were following a flight plan overflying the keys from 
KHWO. With a destination of KAPF making sure to overfly Homestead airport and the road 
leading to KAPF. I was pilot flying, Daniel was acting as safety pilot. Our altitude 2 thousand 
feet, scattered clouds were around 3-4 thousand feet. 2,400 RPM. Our ground speed was 
about 20 knot tailwind when flying south towards the keys so my guess it was windy.  
On our way back north from the keys I saw smoke coming from the east and blowing west. We 
had one plane we were following to our right to the east so I tried to make a left 360 to get 
behind them and go to the east to not head into the smoke. 
  
When I tried making that turn I noticed the engine sounded silent I leveled back out the direction 
we were flying. I instantly put on carb heat to see if it was carb icing and put carb heat in after 
checking to see if it was carb ice. The engine remained silent and I looked and my RPM was 
under 1000. Daniel let the other planes we were flying with know we were having engine failure 
on frequency. And he took over controls as I tried restarting the engine and going through the 
checklist. Fuel selector on both, Mixture was full rich ( I didn’t lean the mixture because we were 
at 2,000 ft in cruise) carb heat was in. Alternator battery on, I tried restarting the engine twice. 
Engine remained silent.  
 
Daniel picked the best place to land and had controls we both decided landing on the road wasn’t 
a good choice due to power lines. We saw a small patch that looked to not have tall grass as our 
landing spot. We both switched off everything the mixture lights and mags, etc. Daniel switched 
off the fuel selector. The other planes we were following saw us go down. They were circling us 
and called on guard. They texted me a number for Miami center where I talked to supervisor 
Ronald who stayed with me on the phone until the rescue helicopter rescued us. I have no 
injuries. Just a bruised shoulder, Daniel has a broken nose. We’re happy to be alive.  
 

 



Daniel Martinez FAA Statement: 

 

I was in the right seat acting as a safety pilot. We were doing a time-building flight, 
and Jenna was the pilot in command. 

 

We were flying near Homestead when Jenna asked if I had felt something unusual. 
I said no, and she mentioned the engine felt off. Moments later, the engine stopped 
producing power. There was no jolt or vibration, it simply went quiet. We began 
troubleshooting using the emergency checklist. We applied carb heat, checked 
mixture and throttle, fuel, and attempted a restart, but had no success. We noticed 
the RPM had dropped and we were losing altitude. 

 

At that point, we were close to the ground. I saw what appeared to be the best 
available landing option and took the controls. The approach was fast, and the 
nosewheel sank into soft terrain, which caused the aircraft to flip. After landing, I 
turned the mags, master, and fuel selector off to reduce fire risk. 
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