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N5QV Accident Statement 

 

Statement: 

Process started Friday morning. My helicopter was due for a 1-10 hour grease purge after the 
150hr inspection. When I was informed that they had completed the purge, I immediately 
checked/inspected the work as a pre-flight inspection. I was out in the hangar fueling up the 
tractor used to move the helicopters outside. At that time I received a message from the news 
station that they were getting “antsy” about some footage they had asked us to get. I pulled the 
helicopter out of the hangar, removed the blade bag while simultaneously performing my final 
walkaround for any unsecured latches/pins. I got in the helicopter and did my routine before 
start. The flight path put us primarily in downtown Atlanta shooting footage of 3 locations, a 4th 
in the Smyrna area, we were contacted over the radio about breaking news which put us back in 
downtown Atlanta. While on that scene, my fuel pump caution light illuminated. My immediate 
reaction was to check the fuel psi gauge, it was normal, and I made the decision to immediately 
depart for KPDK. After entering the airspace, I noticed my fuel level but I made the decision to 
continue towards KPDK as it was now the most suitable landing spot due to being over highly 
residential, wooded areas. Clearance was given to go direct to the north ramp, and after crossing 
over the closed runway 16-34, at roughly 100-150ft AGL and 40 knots, the engine hiccupped and 
then cut out. I did my best to establish an autorotation. I did a very small flare, noticed a sink, 
leveled the ship immediately and used any remaining rotor to cushion the landing. After the hard 
landing, I shut off the fuel valve and battery along with both boost pumps, engaged the rotor 
brake, and both my photographer (Bart) and I exited the helicopter on our own power. The cause 
of my accident was due to a poor decision to return to KPDK where I ran out of fuel on 
approach. 

 

Preventive Reflection: 

Although I felt a need to rush, that should never be the case in aviation. I believe that I had a 
much better option if I had simply slowed down, not fixated on the caution light, and proceeded 
with my full instrument scan and the use of the 3 P’s. I would have been able to recognize the 
fuel gauge level and immediately put the helicopter down on the marked helipad at the Georgia 
Convention Center parking lot under full operation of my engine. 

 

Injury: 



Both Bart and I were taken to Grady Trauma Center due to the pain I was feeling in my lower 
back and the height of the fall. We were both released that same day after receiving results from 
our CT scan. Bart had no injuries detected from the scan. I have a 25% L2 compression fracture 
in my lower back. Doctor visit this morning was good and the only recommendation was to find 
a Physical Therapist. 




