




















 
 
Gianluca Catalano Report 2/25/25 
 
Incident narrative 2/22/25 N781FM 
 
I started my day with a cross country planning early in the morning spending over 4 hours of planning with my CFI review my planning. This 
included planning three legs with a flight log using charts, plotters and E6-B, this was all backup using EFB foreflight.    
 
Five flight plans where filed, two SFRA in and out the gates, and three for VFR between airports.  
 
The first leg of the long solo cross country was uneventful, landing in SBY. Shutdown, check the fuel with a dip stick and oil level, recheck the 
weather and call my CFI. I did a complete engine runup before departing for 33N. uneventful flight, and aircraft preformed as planned. Flight 
time was estimate 45 minute. 
 
Second Leg, was uneventful to from SBY to 33N except had issue with headset and used the speaker and hand-mic. Flight time was estimate at 
41 minutes.   
 
Spent some extra time on the ground troubleshooting my headset, but check the fuel via a dipstick, oil and weather, and called my CFI. I had 13 
gallons per side, for a total of 26 gallons. This was in line with foreflight and preflight planning totals estimates. We also had to top off the fuel at 
fuel pumps at KFME with my CFI before the solo flight started with 40 Gal total.    
 
My CFI and I discussed adding fuel which we originally planned for, but with 26-gal total and short 40 minute last leg we decide to takeoff with 
26gals of fuel.  
 
 
The last leg from Delaware Air Park 33N to KFME was started normally, flying at normal cruise power setting in green for cruise altitude of 2,500ft due to 
the high headwind at 4500 ft  
A very sallow decent was started from 2,500ft to 1,500ft that took over ten minute with a small nose trim down which increasing TAS speed and vertical 
speed decent of around 100ft per minute decent without reducing power, RPM stayed in the green range of around 2300RPM.  
I crossed the Bay at one of the narrowest points and 2,200 feet for gliding distance and check my engines instrument before all were normal, and descended 
to 1500 to be below the class B airspace avoidance with keep the power in the green at 2300 RPM. This is also seen in the ADS-B and AHRS data.   
 
I noted that I had add some time I need to use before landing, so I decide to go to head south to the Deale VFR practice area.  
 
My engine lost all power at 35 minutes into the flight at around 15:45EDT halfway over the south river at 1,500 ft heading southbound. 
 
When I last looked, right before the engine failed my RPMs were in the green at 2300-2400, mixture was full rich, fuel selector was set for both and oil 
pressure was in the green just prior to crossing the Bay.   
  
The engine lost power was immediate with no warning or roughness almost felt like pulled to idle inflight for practice except it was, no warning  nor 
fluctuation of RPM. It just suddenly quicky died spun down and dropped to around 1000-800RPM windmilling propeller.   
 
Immediately as the power dropped, I pulled back on the yoke to get to glide speed and, at the same time, pushed the throttle all the way in—there was no 
response. I turn southwesterly toward LEE airport and the shore and then I made my first radio call, saying “Potomac,” trying to figure out what was 
happening. I then took the throttle to full idle and back to full power—there was no response. After this, I ensured the mixture was full rich, fuel was on 
both, And I pulled the carb heat with no effect and pushed it back in, still no response, I looked at the RPM and looked at the primer was locked This was 
all I had time for.  
 
I was making my second, third and four call to Potomac trying to tell them my position for landing off field, they still did not understand me until I used the 
words “Mayday” to tell them my position. ATC said the airfield was 3 miles away and I was less than 1,000 feet. This is when I started looking around for 
spots to land and continued making radio calls to Potomac. I was dropping fast, even though I had glide speed. I looked at Lee, and once I knew I could not 
make it from where I was, I focused on Turkey Point since I was somewhat familiar with the area. I was planning to put it on the road and not in the water 
due to the cold. 
 
I knew I had to choose between the road on my left or right as I was over Turkey Point Marina heading south. I went 
with the left side because the road was straighter and I knew it was not as curved and bent as 214 west bound and 
had less power lines than the road on my right. I never pulled out the checklist because I had no time. I was able to 
tighten my seat belt and shoulder harness, and unlock my door before impact.   
 
I made a turn to the left flew over a few houses I was above the road by 10ft when my right wing first started hitting 
trees on the right part of the road before I touch down but quickly went off to the right into the tree line and into a 
ravine. I don't remember hitting the trees as I closed my eyes before I hit the tree’s but remember the last speed I 
saw was 65kt.  
 
Aircraft touched down on both main wheels, however after hitting a few branch’s on the way down with the right 
wing tip, the aircraft was turning towards the right, after landing I rolled about 80-100 ft before hitting line of trees 



on the right side of the road that resulting in the aircraft turning almost a full 70 degrees into and causing the nose 
wheel to collapse as the aircraft went in to a small riven parallel to the road and before the tree ling along the road.     
 
When the aircraft came to a rest, The left door was open but my seat was stuck, I unbuckled myself and exited 
through the right door as fast I could. Fuel was pouring out of both wings.  
 
I seemed to be mostly unharmed. I called Potomac ATC on the phone to tell where I was and that I was safe on the 
road.  I also called my CFI and father to tell him I was ok. I was put in ambulance, and evaluated and out of 
precaution taken to shock trauma in D.C. for evaluation. Was quickly released.  
 
 
  
 
 


