




















Dear Inspector McBride, 
 
Please accept my formal statement regarding the PA-44-180 N555HF Incident in KPMP on 01/10/2025. 
 
On 01/10/2025, I was performing a practical test for Mr FI-AME Add-On practical test at 
American Flyers in Pompano Beach Airpark (KPMP). 
After having completed the ground portion of the test, Mr. and I completed the preflight of the Piper PA-44-
180 Seminole N555HF. Airplane was deemed to be in airworthy condition and therefore we initiated the flight at 
around 8h30AM. We received taxi instruction to runway 10 for departure. We departed to the Northwest and 
climbed at an altitude of 4,500ft to perform the required maneuvers (Steep Turns, Slow Flight, Power Off Stall, 
Accelerated Stall, VMC Demonstration, Drag Demonstration, Maneuvering with one engine inoperative (Full engine 
shut down, securing and airstart), Emergency Descent to 3,000ft, then proceeded to return to KPMP to complete the 
required takeoffs and landing and single engine operations in the traffic pattern. 
 
After contacting tower to request full stops and taxi backs, we were instructed to join the left base to runway 10 for 
landing. Mr. ompleted a Normal approach and landing. Taxied off on taxiway C, and received clearance to 
taxi back to runway 10 for departure. Mr. performed then a Short Field Take off followed by a Short Field 
landing. Both landings were performed properly. No issued noted with the airplane thus far. 
 
We then requested to taxi back to runway 10 for one last set of takeoff and landing. After completing a Normal 
Takeoff, Mr. demonstrated an Engine Failure during takeoff climb at around 600ft, he then followed to 
demonstrate the single engine traffic pattern and the approach to land with one engine simulated inoperative. After 
receiving clearance from tower to land on runway 10, he turned based and proceeded to extend the landing gear. 
This time the landing gear did not deploy fully. The Right Main Gear position light was not illuminated, Gear Unsafe 
Warning Light was on while the gear warning horn was going off. 
 
We restored power on the engine simulated inop and initiated a go-around immediately while notifying Tower of the 
malfunction. 
 
I took the flight controls at that point and notified the applicant that testing was over as we had to handle the landing 
gear malfunction. I requested a departure to the northwest to start troubleshooting the landing gear issue. 
 
During the following 90min, we made multiple attempts to cycle the landing gear and performed emergency gear 
extensions. These attempts were punctuated by couple “fly-bys” were tower confirmed the right main gear was stuck 
in the up position, not even partially extended. The nose gear and the left main seemed to be retracting and 
extending normally while the right main never extended. I tried to extend the landing gear while applying higher G’s 
maneuvers and tried to yaw the airplane side to side. 
 
Finally, we informed tower about our intention to perform a forced landing and to allow them to move the fire-
fighting crew and vehicles in place. Once everything was in place, we received the instruction to expect runway 15 
and report on a five mile final to runway 15. After reaching this point and receiving the clearance to land on runway 
15, I intentionally retracted the landing gear to ready the airplane for a belly landing. Reaching 3 miles final, on glide 
path, I intentionally shut down the right engine by pulling the mixture, feathered the right prop, and fully secured 
the right engine. Used the starter to position the blades of propeller horizontally. 
 
I continued the descent on glide path to land abeam the fire-fighting crew stationed by the 1000 foot markers. On a 
1 mile final, I extended the flaps to the second notch and maintained the approach at around 90 to 95 kts. Over the 
threshold, I intentionally shut down the left engine by pulling the mixture, feathered the left prop, and fully secured 
the left engine. Used the starter to position the blades of propeller horizontally, during the flare, in ground effect, 
and selected the full flaps setting and proceeded to touchdown. 
 



Aircraft landed fairly smoothly and came to a complete stop. Told the applicant who was in the right seat to egress 
the airplane immediately while I turned off the master switch. I then exited the airplane as the fire rescue was getting 
ready to spray the base of the aircraft. 
 
Got a ride back to American Flyers facility, provided them with a written narrative of the events and copies of my 
certificates. Talked to the tower manager and also provided him with all necessary information. 
 
Later on, an Aviation Safety Inspector dispatched from the South Florida FSDO, Michael D. Valdez, arrived to look at 
the aircraft on the runway and then spoke with us. 
 
I provided all necessary information to Inspector Valdez and told him you may contact him. 
 
I waited at the facility until the airplane was brought back. I spoke to one of the lead mechanic who told me that 
apparently the main bolt connecting the torque links had sheared which led to the right main wheel to get stuck in 
the wheel well. 
 
Damage seem fairly minimal as only the belly skid plate, the step and the trailing edge of the flaps made contact with 
the asphalt. 
 
Here is the contact information for the FAA ASI, Mr. Valdez: 
Michael D. Valdez, ASI APMI 

  
 
 
 
 
 








