
Inspector Statement

Accident of N143MG, October 9th, 2024, KTYS
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November 9th, 2024 

November 9th

had occurred at KTYS airport in Knoxville, TN, that morning. Due to the nature of the event, Inspector 

th

airport were 

dinate the onsite visit. An 
e

 

with it nose striking the wind sensor. The 

 

November 12th, 2024 

November 12th, 2024, Inspector Gordon contacted the pilot of the accident via email with 

message to Inspector Gordon. 

 Inspector Gordon traveled to KTYS for an on-
, and the following  were noted. The 

’s overall damage was focused to the leading edge of the right wing, the right engine’s propeller, 
 

Fuselage  except to t
that showed paint chipping to the skin and minor impact damage. 
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Empennage  albeit minor hangar rash on the 
rudder. 



 

 
Credit: Inspector Gordon, BNA FSDO 3 

Wings
edge on the center 

was evident. Impact damage to the right wing’s leading edge is consistent striking the 

was evident. The right wing’s leading edge wing spar was  bent, and cable damage was 

present. 
right-wing near the strobe light assembl  
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Right engine. leading-edge 

showed minor scrapping 
damage . The propeller blades were not 
c
nose cone showed a crack on the right side. 
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Inspector Ian Mullins, 

below. 
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Flight controls. 
undamaged but did present minor signs of hangar rash on the right-hand side. The rudder trim tab was 

undamaged. 
 . 

put versus 8 
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Landing Gear and brakes. 

 The brakes showed no visible damage, no 

Ian Mullins. No issues or concerns were noted during the check, and the brakes  
with full power applied . 
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Flight deck. 
on the 

 
engine and the right tank for the right engine. All circuit breakers appeared in and were not popped. The 

at high RPM. The mixtures were a

 Nose trim was set in 

The 





 
 

B4 and 

 able to maneuver the airplane 

stated the aircr

 

The airman stated he performed a brake check prior to departure for TYS with no noted issues. 

-landing  down on the ramp. The airman stated he advised ATC, prior to the 

 

Weather

north -knot direct 
headwind.  

November 21st, 2024 

accident. This mechanic had oversight from Avionics Inspector Ian Mullins from the Nashville FSDO. 
Inspector Mullins provided his , and it is  
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N143MG NTSB Oversight  

 

On November 21st, 2024, I arrived at the Signature FBO at TYS to meet with the mechanic that regularly 
performs maintenance on N143MG. I was met by the owner’s mechanic (Jason Mollinger) and another 
mechanic that came with him. We were escorted onto the ramp and provided access to the aircraft.  

The brakes were first inspected visually with no obvious defects. Mr. Mollinger entered the aircraft, 
applied the brakes and the other mechanic and I attempted to move the aircraft. No malfunction with 
the brakes was noted.  

Mr. Mollinger and I noted there was prop damage on the right side and determined not to run that 
engine. He then entered the aircraft to perform power checks on the left engine. Once the engine was 
started, it immediately went to full power. The mechanic stated he had to manipulate the mixture setting 
in order to shut down the engine. Another attempt to run the engine was made one more time with the 
same results. During the engine run attempts, while at full power, there was no malfunction with the 
braking system.  

The left engine cowlings were then removed to inspect the throttle body/linkages of the engine. Linkages 
all appeared to work normally while being manipulated, but it was noted that the throttle shaft was not 
moving while controls were manipulated. The throttle arm was then removed to inspect the splined 
bushing. It was noted that the splined bushing was stripped, which resulted in no resistance to the 
throttle shaft, allowing full power upon start.  

Depending on when the bushing was stripped/failed, it is possible that the failed component could have 
contributed to the aircraft's tendency to want to move in the right direction as stated by the pilot. 

Aircraft maintenance record review over the previous 2 years with no irregularities noted.  

 

 

 

 
 
Ian Mullins  
Nashville FSDO  
Aviation Safety Inspector 

 




