
 
 

 

Lynn Spencer  
Air Safety Investigator  
Aviation Safety / Eastern Region 

Mr. Ruth stated that he believes he was distracted by the LED lights on the blade tips 
to see if they were aligned vertically when he was hovering and lost control. “There 
was nothing wrong with the aircraft.” 

Mr. Ruth is a 71-yr-old former airline pilot with 15,000 hours flight time “who thought I 
was competent.” He believes he just became visually disoriented. No issues with the 
flight controls.   
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