


left-wing strut's contact with the ground. The front wheel's impact mark was observed at 
approximately a 45° angle to the ground. The engine compartment was found twisted 
towards the left side, while the cockpit was inverted. The fuselage and empennage were 
fractured, leaving the wing assembly and cockpit roof as one piece. 

The forced landing occurred in a busy business district, attracting significant local media 
coverage. 

The wreckage was transported via flatbed to José Aponte de la Torre Airport (RVR) at 
2100hrs local time. A team of airworthiness inspectors arrived at RVR Airport on June 2, 
2024. They found no engine oil inside the engine cowling and no visible signs of 
mechanical failure in the power plant. Due to the wreckage's position and limited tools 
available, they were unable to verify fuel filters and other fuel system drainage points for 
further investigation. 

On June 3, 2024, the PIC and Student Pilot were interviewed at Centro Medico Hospital. 
Mr. Melendez stated that the flight's purpose was to conduct flight instruction and 
familiarize with air traffic communication at SIG Airport. The day began with refueling 
the aircraft to maximum capacity at Mercedita International Airport (PSE) in Ponce, 
Puerto Rico. Departing from PSE, a non-controlled airport, N6198K flew to SIG Airport 
in San Juan, a flight lasting approximately 40 minutes. At SIG Airport, they performed a 
touch-and-go and a full stop landing, then proceeded to lunch. Upon return to SIG 
Airport, after completing preflight procedures, they taxied for departure from runway 9, 
with the student pilot at the controls during takeoff. The student pilot reported 
experiencing vibration and a full power plant failure between 300 and 600 feet altitude. 
Within seconds, the CFI assumed control. Mr. Zayas Ruiz had no recollection after the 
instructor took over. The PIC, Mr. Melendez recalled a partial power plant failure around 
400 feet. He took control from the student and attempted a course change to the right 
(30°), followed by a 270° left turn back to SIG Airport. His memory lapsed during the 
left bank maneuver. 

 




