
















ERA24LA098 Washington, DC Rayner  01/29/2024



From:
To:
Subject: Re: ERA24LA098 Zephryhills, FL Burkhart Grob, G103, N1202Z
Date: Sunday, February 11, 2024 3:50:12 PM
Attachments: image001.png

[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 Mr. Rayner,
Thank you sir for reaching out. Yes, I am recovering nicely as I start my therapy tomorrow.
Below is my accident statement as submitted to the FAA. 

16. The Glider launch by all accounts were normal in Glider N1202Z that afternoon. I remember listening to the
ZPH Atis before closing the glider canopy and verifying the wind direction. The winds were 170 @ 12 kts. -
this solidified in my mind that at 200 in an emergency situation (such as a rope break) all turns would be back
into the wind assuring a safe return back to the departing runway of the airport. After receiving the ATIS
information I begin to read the “Before Take-off checklist which is a “Green Placard” on the right side of the
armrest. The “Wing-Runner” who assist the pilot in complying with the checklist was standing to my left-just
outside of the cockpit as my canopy is still open. He confirmed that my tow cable is safely and properly
connected and and assisted me with my seatbelts making sure they were tight and snug with no slack.At that
point I closed the canopy and gave it a push upward with my hands to verify it was secure. As the tow plane
started up his engine the wing-runner proceeded around to the right side of the glider to get into position for
the launch procedure. While this is happening I am completing the remaining portion on the Before Take-Off
Checklist which consist of verbal repeating out loud my emergency procedures should anything transpire from
the start of the tow procedure up to 200 feet. The planned tow altitude was confirmed via radio with the tow
pilot to tow up to an altitude of 3000 feet. I gave the wing-runner the “Thumbs-up” that I was ready for the
launch. He commenced a “360 degree sweep pointing to the sky” to confirm there was no conflicting traffic
and raised the wing of the glider. I then placed my attention back on the tow plane as his confirmation that he
is ready to launch is an abrupt movement of his rudder is from Left to Right. My received confirmation would
be to mirror his rudder movements. The pilot then announced to local traffic at ZPH that he would be
departing Runway 19 with a Glider in-tow and a right crosswind departure. The tow then commenced.

At approximately 50 feet of ground run my glider became airborne and I immediately lined up directly behind
the Pawnee and leveled off at approximately 4 feet. I am now repeating to myself below 100 feet land-straight
ahead. At this point I am mirroring the climb of the Pawnee. Most often, during tows on climb-outs, the tow
plane encounters strong up and or down-drafts which can cause a “slack-rope” effect so the glider pilot
becomes tasked with a smooth recovery procedure to slowly remove the slack and resume a normal tow
position back behind the tow plane. What I observed, still below a 100 feet was a slack rope but almost in a
“U configuration “ as if the tow plane encountered an extremely strong headwind. A few seconds later the the
tow-rope began to straighten out leading me to believe that the wind/thermal encounter was over. As I waited
for the tow plane to come back into view I heard the tow pilot state that he believed he had an engine-failure. I
then glance at my airspeed and saw that my airspeed was sufficient still for flight. I then started a descent but
realized I couldn’t see where the tow plane was. I altered my flight path to the right of the runway and saw the
tow plane still on the runway moving forward. He then appeared to veer off to the left side of the runway and I
realigned my self back over the center of the runway now concentrating and committing to landing the glider
in the grassy- clearway at the end of runway 19. At that point everything appeared stable as I focused on the
landing area. Suddenly, I felt a violent snatch and saw the ground coming up.I instinctively pulled back on the
controls trying to flatten out the impact. Upon impact was able to exit the glider but was not able to stand
errect-experiencing extreme pain in my lower back.I then laid down on the runway until help arrived.        

On Feb 9, 2024, at 2:14 PM, Brian Rayner  wrote:

Good afternoon, Mr. Davis,
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