






















Complete pilot statement from 6120: 

The aircra� underwent 100hr inspec�on 10/8/2023 at Wells Aircra� in Hutchison. Ks. It was delivered 
back to me on 10/11/223 that morning. We were scheduled to go and pick up my son from college that 
a�ernoon. They reported the cranksha� seal was faulty and it was replaced. They flew the plane back to 
Guthrie, OK and let me know that I needed to update the avionics. 

 I went to the airport mid a�ernoon and fueled the plane, followed by a pre-flight inspec�on. The 
avionics were updated and on the ramp, I no�ced that the GPS was significantly delayed in picking up 
loca�on. I cycled the system two �mes and then all seemed clear. I have not had to do this in the past. 
We le� KGOK (Jamie Holliman, Kennedy Roark, and myself) at around 2:00 pm. Flight went well but I did 
no�ce the cylinder head temperature was 399 for cylinder #2 which is the highest I have seen it. I cooled 
the engine by adjus�ng mixture and decreasing RPM and that brought the cylinder head temperature 
down to low 370 range. Otherwise, all was clear. We contacted OKC approach right a�er departure from 
KGOK and requested flight following to KBUY (Burlington, NC). The request was granted and instruc�ons 
recieved and complied with. We deverted to KTKX (Kennet Memorial) for passenger comfort and to re-
fuel. We no�fied ATC at Memphis Center and landed.  

 Upon landing at KTKX, I cleared the ac�ve runway and began to taxi to the FBO. An urgent no�fica�on 
that said Taxiway!! Taxiway!! came on followed by Stall!! Stall!! warnings. We were taxing at 1000-1100 
rpm. I had not seen that happen before. 

 I fueled the aircra�, did an additonal preflight walk around and checked the stall warning ac�vator. All 
checked out. I checked the oil which was at 6 qts. I added 1 qt and the temperature issue resolved and 
was not an issue a�er that. (Opera�ng temp of cylinder #2 from that point was between 360-370 at 75% 
power or 30.5 mm Hg  Manifold pressure. 

We contacted Memphis Center and re-established flight following to Burlington with no event. 

 We picked up my son, went into the city and had dinner. I called 3 �mes for evening fuel service from 
Burlington FBO but was never contacted. There was a weather system to the south of us so we decided 
to go to KMTV (Blue Ridge, VA) for fuel 15 minutes NW. There were three reasons for this. 1. The fuel 
prices were very reasonable. 2. It was self-service fuel open a�er hours. 3. It would keep us out of any 
weather to the south.  

 We flew into KMTV and enroute, we no�fied Greensboro approach of our loca�on and inten�ons and 
that we would be picking up flight following a�er fueling. They directed us to maintain VFR, VFR 
transponder code 1200, and monitor their frequency. I complied. We did a prac�ce RNAV approach for 
ror runway 31 which was uneven�ul un�l the FAF. Ver�cal naviga�on worked perfectly but the ver�cal 
track at the FAF did not ac�vate. I disengaged the auto pilot and landed without event. We re-fueled and 
performed an additonal walk-around and oil check. All was clear.  

 I did my run up just off of Runway 31, completed all check lists and had recieved AWOS on 118.45.I 
preset al�tude for terrain and set flight level change to climb at 120kts. We taxied the aircra� into 
posi�on. Syncronized the heading bug and started our roll.  

 My rou�ne that I perform on each takeoff is to preset al�tude per ATC or desired al�tude in 
uncontrolled space. Set flight level change or climb speed to 120kts and synchronize heading bug so that 



at 600 � AGL I can ac�vate autopilot in heading mode to fly runway heading un�l cleared by ATC or 
al�tude permits to switch to naviga�on. I did so in this case as well.  

 Just as we li�ed off and developed a posi�ve rate of climb and passed 95 kts, I retracted 50 degrees of 
flaps and the Primary display blinked off momentarily and reappeared as a large banner saying taxiway. 
The voice alarm said Taxiway!!! Taxiway!! several �mes. There was no ver�cal speed but the airplane 
appeared to be level. I quickly looked at the display on the MFD and it was completely orange with what 
appeared to be an auto pilot track turning directly le� or south. The plane felt stable and was climbing 
but displays were showing possible cri�cal a�tudes with bank to le� and decending. That is all I 
remember about the displays and al�tude reading went off. I just happened to look up and as a prac�ce I 
always leave my landing lights on at night un�l well a�er climb out. It was an extremely dark evening and 
I looked up quickly and saw that we were flying straight into a large pine tree. It felt as if the autopilot 
was engaged but I pulled on the yolk and turned hard to the right to avoid a direct hit to the tree. We 
made sudden and substan�al contact with the tree and the plane descended quickly. I was able to get 
control and somehow get it to climb. The plane was very difficult to control so I was repeatedly hi�ng 
the red autopilot disengage buton. I could not say for sure that the autopilot was engaged but it did get 
somewhat easier to control a�er pushing the buton repeatedly. We located the airport and con�nued to 
climb. I remember the al�meter coming back on and reading 2200 �. A�er turning back to the airport 
that seemed correct. My wife and I discussed pulling CAPS at that point but due to the unkown terrain, I 
felt that I could land the plane and had enough al�tude at this point. I was concerned that the right main 
gear may have been destroyed so  I landed as lightly as possible on the le� main, then nose wheel and 
let the right down very slowly. The right main was s�ll intact but �re was not inflated. I experienced a 
slight pull to the right but was able to clear the runway to the le� and exited the plane. All passengers 
were fine with no injuries. I immediately called 911 and the airport was an EMSA sta�on and an EMSA 
helicopter landed very shortly a�erward and contacted the airport manager.  

I spoke with Cirrus, the State Police,and a representa�ve of the FAA that evening. I called the NTSB the 
following day to report the accident. 




